
Westfall Local School District 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
We understand that students, parents/guardians, and our community have many questions 
regarding the upcoming school year in these unprecedented times.  We appreciate your 
continued support and patience as we work together to ensure that quality education continues 
at Westfall Local Schools in a safe and healthy manner.  Please take a moment to read through 
the answers to some frequently asked questions that our administration has received over the 
past few weeks.  Please keep in mind that these protocols may need to be adjusted periodically 
in order to maintain compliance with local, state, and federal guidelines. 
 
Q:  When will school start for the 2020-2021 school year? 
 
A:  Westfall Local Schools are set to reopen on Thursday, August 27th, 2020, for students in 
Grades K-12 under Schedule B (hybrid model) of the district’s reopening plan. PK students will 
return to campus starting the week of Monday, August 31.  The district will re-evaluate the need 
to extend the Schedule B calendar as we move closer to the end of September in consultation 
with local health officials. The only exception will be if the county moves to Level 4 (purple) and 
all Pickaway County schools move to a remote learning schedule starting the first day of the 
following week that the county is placed on Level 4. 
 
Q: School starts on a Wednesday, but with the hybrid model, no students are in 
attendance on Wednesday.  What will happen on Wednesday, August 26?  
 
A: We plan on using Wednesday, August 26th, as constructively as possible, whether that be 
used as a Chromebook Distribution Day for our online students or a Safely Meet the Teacher 
Day. We will communicate these events in the coming weeks. 
 
Q: Do all students start school on Thursday, August 27, whether in class or online? 
 
A:  K-12 students in Group B will begin on Thursday, August 27.  K-12 students in Group A will 
begin on Monday, August 31.  PK students will begin on Monday, August 31. 
 
Q: Will my student need to purchase a laptop or home computer? 
 
A:   Each student K-12 enrolled at Westfall Local Schools will be assigned a district 
Chromebook device to further their education throughout the school year.  For those students 
who do not have internet access, or have issues accessing the internet, mobile hotspots will be 
provided. Safety protocols installed on the Chromebooks will not allow students to visit certain 
websites. In April of 2020, our technology department installed a hotspot to broaden the WiFi 
signal to the front parking lot at Westfall Elementary School.  This network is entitled Westfall 
Guest Network and is accessible without a password for students to download materials for 
work from home. 



Q:  What are the expectations for each group (Group A & Group B) as far as classwork? 
 
A:  Beginning of school for 2020-2021 Using the Hybrid Model 

a. Student Groups 
i. Mondays/Tuesdays - Group A Students A-M. 

 
ii. Thursdays/Fridays: - Group B Students N-Z. 

 
b. Group B will begin school on Thursday, August 27, and Friday, August 28. 

These two days will be used for orientation, device distribution, and acclimation 
to our hybrid learning model.   There will be no online expectations for Group A 
students these two days.  Online students should log in and engage in 
orientation. 
 

c. Group A will begin school on Monday, August 31, and Tuesday, September 1. 
These two days will be used for orientation, device distribution, and acclimation 
to our hybrid learning model.   There will be no online expectations for Group B 
students these two days.  Online students should log in and engage in 
orientation. 
 

d. New instruction will be delivered to Groups A, B, and online students beginning 
on Thursday, September 3 

 
The majority of the classes will be synchronous, meaning students will need to be logged in at 
the designated time to attend and follow along with the live class virtually. The learning will be in 
real-time. The student is expected to be logged in and participating in the lesson at the same 
time as the in-person class is happening.  These lessons will be LIVE and at-home students will 
have the same resources available that the in-class students have.  
 
Q: What will the online classes look like? 
 
A: Teachers will be using Google Classroom to post both video and audio lessons for students 
who are participating online.  Our students in grades 6-12 will be able to follow their school 
schedule and join their classes through Google Meet each day.  Our students in PK-5 will be 
assigned a teacher who will be teaching the student online.  A schedule will be put together to 
allow the student to follow their classes each day.  Once the online students have signed up for 
that option, parents will receive a guide from the district with instructions for utilizing the online 
option. 
 
 
 
 
 



Q: Will online learning be the same curriculum as what is taught in the classroom?  
 
A: Yes, students who choose the online option will be given instruction and a curriculum used in 
the classrooms.  Students using the online option will be using the same pace of learning as the 
students attending the class in person. 
 
Q: If we do remote learning, do I still need to complete the Final Forms registration?  
 
A:  Yes, everyone enrolled at Westfall Local Schools, regardless of which option they choose (in 
person or online), will need to complete Final Forms online registration by August 17, 2020. 
The forms can be found on our website. https://westfall-oh.finalforms.com/ 
 
Q: What if I send my student to school and then decide it is best to enroll them online for 
the rest of the first nine weeks?  
 
A:  A student who begins the 2020-2021 school year in person may transition to the online 
learning option, but only after meeting with their child’s building principal and gain approval to 
make the change. Given the current state of school attendance laws, administrative approval 
will be needed to transition a student into the online option effectively.  Our goal is for our 
students to commit to a plan for nine weeks. 
 
Q: Are all students required to wear a mask? 
 
A: Yes, on August 4, 2020, Governor DeWine issued an order stating that students ages 3 
years and over are required by the State of Ohio to wear a mask in situations where social 
distancing is limited.  (ex. hallways, buses, cafe lines, etc.) Students will be able to remove their 
masks once social distancing is achieved (ex. seated at their desks, recess, gym/music class, 
etc.)  Please note, mask requirements will be part of the dress code for the 2020-2021 school 
year. For more information about cloth face coverings for children during the COVID-19 
pandemic, please visit Cloth Face Coverings for Children During COVID-19. 
 
Q: Are face shields allowed in school?  
 
A: A face shield, per CDC, does not replace a cloth mask. A mask will need to be worn in 
addition to a face shield in situations where social distancing is limited (ex. hallways, buses, 
cafe lines, etc.)  
 
Q: What if my child cannot wear a mask for developmental or medical reasons? 
 
A: Westfall Local Schools recognizes that some students in grades PK-12, where masks are required, 
may not be able to wear a mask for developmental or medical reasons. In such instances, the district 
must receive a physician’s note. The superintendent will directly oversee the approval process for 

https://westfall-oh.finalforms.com/
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/health-issues/conditions/COVID-19/Pages/Cloth-Face-Coverings-for-Children-During-COVID-19.aspx


students and staff. The following article states any exemptions that will preclude students from wearing 
a face-covering  Governor DeWine has new order for schools, students will need to wear a mask. 
 
Q: If the school tells me to keep my student home to quarantine for 14 days, will I receive 
a truancy letter in the mail?  
 
A: No. According to House Bill 410 passed by the Ohio General Assembly in December 2016, 
Westfall Local Schools are required by law to monitor and inform parents of instances of 
excessive absences and truancy. HB 410 requires schools to notify the student’s parents in 
writing within seven days of a triggering absence. At ten days, the student will be assigned to an 
absence intervention team; at 14 days, an absence intervention plan will be developed, and at 
60 days, a complaint with the juvenile court will be filed.  Currently, there is no pending 
legislation to lift these requirements for the 2020-2021 school year, but that may change.  Even 
if there are no changes in the requirements for HB 410, we strongly encourage parents to keep 
their children home if they do not pass a daily health assessment and are experiencing 
symptoms.  Student health and safety are our top priorities, so we encourage parents to keep 
children at home if they exhibit any signs of illness. The building principals at each school will 
work with parents and students to work through the HB 410 requirements, but please note that 
current truancy laws are still in effect unless otherwise revised. 
 
Q: What days do you plan on having the school deep-cleaned after each group? 
 
A: All buildings, recess equipment, and school buses will be deep-cleaned every Wednesday 
and every weekend. 
 
Q: How would we be notified if and when a student or staff member has been diagnosed with 
COVID-19? 

● The Pickaway County Health Department (PCHD) will oversee all communications and 
notifications when identifying who has tested positive and who may have been potentially 
exposed. 

● The PCHD will write a letter for the school district explaining what is considered “exposure” to 
COVID-19, which will result in quarantine. In such communication, specifics to parents regarding 
which classroom the confirmed case was in will be communicated. 

● Collaboratively, the district will work with the PCHD in identifying possible exposure through 
social contact tracing.  

● A 14-day quarantine will be required of any student who tests positive with COVID-19, and 
anyone determined to have “exposure” as determined by the Health Department. 

 
Q: My child, a family member, or another member of my household, was diagnosed with 
COVID-19. How long should we stay away from school? When will it be safe? 

 

https://abc6onyourside.com/news/local/governor-dewine-has-new-order-for-schools-students-will-need-to-wear-a-mask


A: If your student has tested positive for COVID-19, all three of the following protocol would be followed 
before the student can return to school or leave quarantine as directed by the health department: 

a.  At least 14 days have passed since they had symptoms AND 
b.  No fever (100.0 F) for 3 days without utilizing over-the-counter fever-reducing 
medication AND 
c.  Their cough or breathing issues are better. 

 
Q:  Without a vaccine in place or in case of a spike in COVID-19 cases, what would happen if the 
school has to shut down parts or all of the district for an indefinite amount of time?  
 
A: As outlined above, the district will welcome students back on campus beginning Thursday, August 
27th, but to be as transparent as possible and follow the recommendations of Governor DeWine, the 
District has also created a tiered, alternative schedule for families to quickly identify how the school 
may operate in the event of a spike in COVID-19 cases prompting our schools to close for a short or 
extended period. State or local health officials will make decisions to change school operations. They 
will comply with the new Ohio Public Health Advisory System (Alert Level Indicators) introduced on July 
2nd, 2020, by the governor. Once again, Westfall Local Schools will operate under Schedule B until the 
end of September. 

https://coronavirus.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/covid-19/public-health-advisory-system

