
Monticello CUSD #25 
Office of the Superintendent of Schools 
 
August 4, 2020 
 
ALL-DISTRICT PARENT Q AND A SESSION SUMMARY 
 
A parent Question and Answer session was held on Monday, August 3, 6:30pm-7:30PM via Zoom.  We 
had about 75 people in attendance.  The school administration answered questions that had been 
submitted in advance. A summary of the questions and answers is included here.   

1) If the kids can't play on the equipment, what are they to do outside? We all know that is the first 
thing they will run to. My 1st grader and 3rd grader already said outside time will be boring. Teachers 
are working on creative ideas for activities for the students to do. Some examples might be Simon Says, 
Mother May I, Red Light Green Light, Sensory paths, dancing, etc. 

2) Will parents who select at home learning have the opportunity to switch to in class at the end of the 
first semester? yes 

3) Will students dress out for P.E? Only students in HS Fitness PE will dress. 

4) Will students be allowed to use their lockers? No lockers will be used at MHS.  MMS can access lockers 
at appropriate times.  Elementary lockers may be used on a class by class basis as determined by the 
Principal/Teacher. 

5) Are MMS students changing classes or are the teachers going to change rooms? Yes, students will be 
changing classes with (3) min passing periods.  

6) Will there be band? Yes, both band and choir will still be offered but will look different than before due 
to social distancing, masks, and restrictions on the number of people in one single area. 

7) With the at home learning plan do we need to use the same shopping list for school supplies? 
Modified school supply lists for at-home learning will be released soon on www.sages.us. 

8) I intend to choose the at home learning option,  but I would like for my children to get to know their 
teachers and fellow classmates in person. Would it be possible for a child to attend classes in person for 
the first week or two, then attend classes at home for the rest of the semester? No, students must 
choose the in-school or at-home plan – we do not have a blended/combo plan. 

9) The At-Home Additional Learning Info Sheet states that, ""Students/Parents areexpected to organize 
each day to ensure that they are keeping up with classmates that are in the in-school learning plan."" It 
goes on to say that parent-organization at home is vital to student success. Later on, details are given: 
""Weekly lesson plans and assignments will be posted in Seesaw (PK-K-1st) or Google Classroom 



(2nd-5th) by 8:00AM each Monday."  Might this present an undue time crunch burden for parents trying 
to organize and deliver a quality educational experience for their children? The focus of the school year 
is for all students to keep pace with daily work and lessons regardless of learning plan selected.  
Parents/students will need to work out what works best for them organizationally. 

10) Can parents realistically be expected to achieve organization or maintain scholastic efficacy when 
they will receive information for a day's lesson at 8am that same day? (i.e. Monday at 8am for that 
day's/week's lesson, which will in all likelihood commence shortly thereafter).  See 9 above.   

11) Could we (please) receive lesson plans and assignments the previous Friday instead, so we can 
organize the following week accordingly? Lessons for the week are planned to be posted by 8AM on 
Monday morning for the at-home learning plan.  If we are required to go to 100% Remote Learning (all 
students – every day) this will be re-evaluated.  

12) Last semester, physical copies of handouts were available at Lincoln at 9am on Mondays. The info 
sheet says, "Lesson material copies may be requested weekly at each school office if needed."  Could we 
also acquire these on the preceding Friday, so that we can similarly organize lesson plans and activities 
for the following week accordingly? Is it possible to obtain all of the physical materials at once in the 
beginning on the year? For example, the math workbooks that students use or handwriting books?  
Weekly packets will be available after 8AM on Monday.  Packets can be requested in advance for pick up 
– please contact school offices with the requests.  

13) Will MMS and MHS students move from room to room for different classes as they traditionally have 
done? Students will move from room to room during passing periods. Students will stay to the right side 
of the hallway and hallways will be monitored by administrators and teachers.  

14) The plan says that some students, with doctor notes, will be exempt from wearing a mask on a 
limited basis. But two sentences later it says individuals refusing to wear masks will not be allowed in 
school. If students with doctor notes aren’t required to wear masks, will they have alternative face 
coverings? Or will they always be six feet or more away from other individuals? All individuals must wear 
a mask/face-covering while around others in school buildings – state and parent provided masks/face-
coverings – schools will have disposable masks available.  Limited numbers of face-shields and see-
through masks are available for staff members. Students with a doctor’s note stating a medical reason 
for not wearing a mask will be exempt on a limited basis. Some alternative face-covering or protections 
must be used for all students. Individuals refusing to wear masks/face-coverings are not allowed in 
school buildings and will be placed on at-home learning plans.  

15) How far apart do the two negative COVID19 tests need to be taken in order to return to school after 
having close contact with someone who tested positive? At least 24 hours 

16) Teacher/student remote interaction M/Tu/Th/Fri 1.30-3pm - is this an allocated time slot via 
appointment on one of these days or required daily during this time?  How would this work with 1 pre-
schooler and 1 Kindergarten Student? Each teacher PK-K may organize this differently, but the daily 



opportunity for interaction is expected – for PK-K it will not likely be a full 90 minutes per day due the 
limited attention span of the younger students.   

17) Instructional priorities are core classes (math etc).  Some elective classes including hands-on  
required classes cannot be offered remotely. - Are these hands on classes something we can include at 
home remote learning?  Are the hands on classes more for higher grades, above Kindergarten level? This 
pertains mainly to HS classes such as welding and woodworking in which we can provide the 
instructional lessons, but we cannot re-create the hands-on portions of the classes without being 
physically present. 

18) SLP, SW, OT/PT or related services provided weekly via phone, email, google meets / zoom if 
possible.  Document all interactions. - who documents the interactions?  Therapist or parent?  If parent, 
how do I document / log it?  What information is required? The interactions are to be documented by 
the school services personnel in order to track requirements. 

19) How many hours (At-Home Learning Plan Option) a day is required for a Pre-schooler and how many 
hours a day is required for Kindergarten Student? Daily work and lessons will be provided for all 
grades/classes – it is expected that all students keep pace whether in school or at home. 

20) If livestream is available, will it also be recorded?  I have concerns as I have a pre-schooler with 
therapy needs and may need access to zoom etc, but also have a Kinder Student who may want to 
watch livestream (recorded sessions I guess she can watch anytime) but may happen during her siblings 
important therapy session.  I wasn't sure if these classes (pre-school or Kindergarten) would coincide 
with each other.  Livestream will not typically be used for daily lessons. 

21) I’m hoping the district can articulate what conditions would prompt the entire district to move to 
remote learning. Of course this could be due to a mandate by the state, but what factors will be 
considered more locally to guide this decision? Number of overall cases in the county? Proximity of a 
case or cases to students entering the buildings? Basically what is the threshold of risk that the district 
will tolerate to stay in person, and what is the point at which the district will elect to move online? We 
do not have a specific benchmark to define an outbreak.  The Supt will consult with the Piatt Health 
Department if cases arise and determine the best course of action.  The entire district could be required 
to do to 100% Remote Learning, we may need to close one school for an extended period of time due to 
cases or lack of teaching staff.  We need to be ready for just about any scenario.  

22) If we choose in person learning for our child, but are later concerned with how COVID mitigation 
and/or outbreaks are handled, do we have the option of pulling her out of in person and moving her to 
the online platform? Students may move from in-school plan to the at-home plan, but cannot move from 
the at-home plan to the in-school plan during the semester. 

23) What resources and supports are being put in place to facilitate teachers’ work? How is the district 
allocating resources to help teachers manage so many competing demands of this academic year? 
Meetings with teachers have been facilitated by Principals.  Two days will be used at the start of the 
school year for protocol discussions, teachers are being encouraged to utilize up to two days of 



collaboration/remote learning planning in August prior to the start of school, staff are being encouraged 
to attend on-line PD opportunities, links to instructional tutorials for students, parents, and teachers can 
be found at https://www.sages.us/o/mcusd25/browse/137178. 

23) Our youngest daughter is enrolled in the afternoon small wonders program. Do I need to fill out a 
request for e-learning or is she automatically enrolled since she's pm? Yes, please complete the 
information for at home learning so that she is included in the PM program. 

24) Our 2nd grader going to White Heath this year had an IEP but we're still looking to keep her on e-
learning. How often and how would she be able to work with a special teacher? Last spring we were 
able to do two 45 min zooms a week which actually worked really well! Information on at-home learning 
plans for special ed students was sent to parents and can be found at  FAQ Document on Remote and 
Blended Learning Plans. 

25) Why is the remote interaction only scheduled for 1.5 hours?  If schools are mandated to go remote 
due to Covid numbers, will the learning remain 1.5 hours? The opportunity for student/teacher 
interaction is 1.5 hours per day, additional work, assignments, reading, researching will be included for 
at-home students. If we are required to go to 100% Remote Learning (all students – every day) this will 
be re-evaluated.  

26) For In-school learning wouldn't it be better to have the students stay in one room and teachers 
rotate classrooms?  This will take place in elementary schools to the greatest extent possible; it is not 
logistically possible in a middle school or high school due to students taking different classes.   

27) The at home learning form asks if we have a device at home and if we have WiFi. If we answer yes, 
are we ineligible to request chrome books or hotspots from the school? We will have 3 children at home 
and do not have enough devices for all 3 nor enough data on WiFi for the entire month when all 3 are 
doing at home learning though we technically have an iPad and one hotspot. If we say that we don’t 
have a device or WiFi, are we still able to enroll in the at home plan and later request a chrome book 
and hotspot? " We will have devices available for as many students that need them – we have a limited 
number of mobile internet hots[pots as well.  

28) We have a sophomore who is in madrigals, marching brand, concert band, thespians, and a few 
other ""club"" activities. How will participation in these activities work if he were to choose at home 
learning? Marching band and concert band would operate as classes, so there would be activities and 
assignments for students to do. However, being a part of the ""marching band"" performance poses 
more of a challenge since the student would not be practicing the drill with the other students. This is 
something that we would need to discuss with Mrs. Allender and Mrs. Allen on how logistically it could 
work. As far as Thespians and Madrigals, these are clubs that typically meet during homeroom (we are 
not having homeroom for the first semester) or after school.  

 

https://www.sages.us/o/mcusd25/browse/137178
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fLP05GDSs73_OUxzt_PtZhKZQtFED8MlqkCkweF4qic/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1fLP05GDSs73_OUxzt_PtZhKZQtFED8MlqkCkweF4qic/edit


29) Could high school level students doing remote learning have the option, per teacher discretion,  to 
connect to the actual class via meeting or zoom, as is done for many college lectures? That way they 
have the option have attendance recorded, have the option to participate in class discussions, have a 
more structured schedule, and reduce work load for the teacher?  With only a few students per person 
using this option, it would be completely manageable to connect them into the lecture. Will classroom 
lectures be recorded and students for students? This may work in some cases or classes, but it is not 
something that we are going to require our teachers to do. Some teachers will choose to video their in 
class lesson and post the lesson on Google classroom, but it is not something that we are requiring all 
teachers do.  

30) The plan mentions that the at home option will mirror and be the equivalent of in school learning, 
but then in the same paragraph it says that instruction will not be as  "robust." Can you elaborate on 
what ways at home learning will be deficient? We know that in-person instruction is our best option 
educationally. Some activities do not lend themselves to working well in an ""at-home"" setting. For 
example, any hands-on classes are much better and more appropriate at school. If we are dissecting in 
human anatomy class, dissecting in-person will be a better experience for the student rather than the 
"dissection simulation" that may be offered to "at-home" learners. Any CTE classes work for examples as 
well.  

31) I have 4 children all in different grades that will be participating in online learning with a poor 
internet connection, I'm wondering about the online attendance taking for classes. We have a potential 
for problems on two fronts, first it is very possible that two children will have a meeting at the same 
time every week, but also sometimes our internet connection prohibits video conferences from running 
smoothly if at all. I know we are to be checking children in each day on our own, but is there going to be 
any repercussions for the students that have a hard time through no fault of their own making a daily 
video connection to their teachers? The expectation is that students keep pace regardless of in-school or 
at-home learning.  Attendance is required daily.  Teachers/Principals will assist you as needed.  

32) When will schedules for HS be available on TeacherEase? Once students have registered, schedules 
can be viewed. 

33) How do you define “regular sick”? ie: chronic allergies/menstrual symptoms and the like. We will 
have a list of COVID19 symptoms that need to be reported for students that stay home due to illness.  If 
your student has multiple symptoms that are not related to some other ailment (eg allergies), it will 
recommended that you contacted your doctor for further advice and self-quarantine as needed.  

34) What exactly is “supervised” hand washing? Students are supervised at all times –times will be 
scheduled during the school day specifically for hand-washing.  

35) How will they take mask breaks and eat snacks outside in the winter when it 20 degrees out? We will 
take breaks outside as much as possible when temperatures allow.   

 



35) Can students finish their assignments early for the week or will teachers be tracking “daily” 
assignment based on turn-in date? The expectation is that students keep pace regardless of in-school or 
at-home learning.  Attendance is required daily.   

36) How does the pass/fail option affect the GPA/college acceptance? This would be very limited on a 
student or class basis.  Pass/fail grades would not count on the GPA. 

37) Can you clarify how student get assigned to a “classroom”? At-Home students will be assigned to 
grade sections or classes in the same way that in-school students are assigned.  We will not have all at-
home students in one section. 

38) How long will each class period be at MMS? MMS will have 25 min periods - regular schedule 
(periods 1 - 10), with 29 min periods for 1st and 10th periods to allow for locker visits and 
announcements.  

39) Why can’t student’s eat a bagged lunch in a classroom w/a small group? Those that take the bus will 
not have decent meal for SEVEN hours. Good nutrition is important for focus and leaning. The middle 
school will provide a break in the middle of the day (15 mins) that would allow for a snack at that time.  

40)Will there be enough time to get “grab and go” lunch and still get to the bus on time? MHS and MMS 
students are dismissed earlier that LINC/WASH – bus riders will have to wait in assigned areas or be 
picked up by parents 

41) What will PE look like?  Outside PE is preferred when possible. PE can include only those activities in 
which students can social distance. Masks are not required when outside. Shared equipment must be 
disinfected between classes.     

42) What do you expect the typical day to look like for E learners? Information on a typical day can be 
found here - At-Home Learning Plan Information.   

43) How are student supplies going to be handled for in-school? To the greatest extent possible no 
items will be shared by students during the school day.  Shared items must be disinfected.  

44)How far apart are the desks going to be? Desks and furniture will be spread out to the greatest 
extent possible to maximize social distancing.     

45) If/when students and staff start getting sick at what point will the school take any action to protect 
the rest of the students and staff? Please see our Return to School Plan for this information - School Re-
Opening Plan for 2020-21. 

46) How often will the teachers get tested? Faculty and staff can be tested whenever they feel it is 
necessary or recommend by their doctor. 

47) Will students who opt out of in-person learning and into full remote learning still be able to 
participate in extra-curricular activities/clubs in some way? Yes, but it will be on limited basis. 



48) What is the protocol for the rest of the class if someone in the class tests positive for Covid 19? 
Please see our Return to School Plan for this information - School Re-Opening Plan for 2020-21. 

49) Can you give us details about what lunch is going to look like at the elementary schools? Designated 
spaces around the school will be used for eating lunch.  The spaces will be limited to no more than fifty 
students per area.  Lunch periods will be rotated throughout the times.  Limited offerings will be 
provided.  It is recommended that parents send a packed lunch from home to reduce the gatherings in 
the lunch lines. 

50) We are working with a few other parents to share after school care. Would you be open to the 
possibility to request those students (if they are in the same grade) be in the same class to limit the 
number of kids they are exposed to?  The principals would consider such requests to keep students 
together to assist with car-pooling. 

51) When will we know more about bussing? Buses have limited capacity due to COVID19. All riders 
must wear masks all the time. Seats will be assigned on bus routes. Students that are unwilling to comply 
with safety guidelines cannot ride school buses. Sending students to the bus is parent certification that 
students are temperature and symptom free. It is recommended that parents provide daily 
transportation when possible using car-pooling.  We will send out a parent survey that will ask which 
students will be riding buses.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


