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Comet Community Chronicle
Moving Forward with Promise

MAY 2022

Dear Comets,

Finish Strong - a motto most commonly used in sports which can also apply to learning 
and behavior.  I ask all families to talk with their children on the importance of making 
the most out of each day at school and finish the year to the best of his/her abilities.  
As the weather warms up, students look forward to summer and usually get more 
squirrelly and less dedicated to their school work.  Please encourage them to continue  
to follow the Comet Code - Be Respectful , Be Responsible , Be Safe, and Be a Learner ! 

Thank you to those who completed the Family Survey in March.   
There were 137 families that completed the survey with the following overall results:

Strengths for the District:

• Teachers & Support Staff 

• Communication from teachers / principals

• Communication from the District

Areas we need to address:

• Student discipline

• Communication from teachers / principals

• Mental Health Services  

The staff were also surveyed using a completely different survey.  There were 213 staff 
members that responded to this survey.  Here is a snapshot of their responses:

Strengths for the District:

• Staff feel their work is meaningful and they feel supported.

• Reliable access to technology

Areas we need to address:

• Student discipline

It is helpful to review both surveys to see common themes.  These results will assist 
the District as we move forward.   We will spend our summer reflecting on our 
programming, delivery of services, and next steps.  More to come in the coming months.

Comet Proud,
Jill Sorbie, EdD
District Administrator
jsorbie@ddschools.org

District Calendar Events:

May 25, 2022 
No School / 

Teacher In-service

May 30, 2022
Holiday / No School

June 10, 2022 
Last Day of School:  

Early Release 

Middle & High Schools
10:50 release with  

buses leaving at 11:00

Elementary 
11:35 release with buses 

leaving at 11:45

May 2-6 
is Teacher 

Appreciat ion Week 
Please help us celebrate our  

DDSD faculty by writing them a 
thank you card, purchasing them a  

gift card, sending them a treat, 
 or doing something  

special for them. 
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A Message from Delavan-Darien High School 

Advanced Placement test ing is here .  Students that have registered for AP exams 
will be taking them according to the College Board required dates, May 2 through 
May 13.  All DDHS AP exams will occur at Lake Lawn Resort.  If a student is taking 
the morning test (am), they must be present at Lake Lawn by 7:40 am.  If a student 
is taking the afternoon test (pm), they must be present based on the test date, 
somewhere between 11 and 11:45 (am).

May 2: US Government (7:40 am arrival / 11:30 am end)
May 3: Psychology (11:45 am arrival / 2:45 pm end)
May 4: English Literature & Composition (7:30 am arrival / 12:30 pm end)
May 5: Human Geography (7:40 am arrival / 11:10 am end)
May 6: US History (7:30 am arrival / 12:30 pm end)
May 6: Art & Design (2:43 pm portfolio submission deadline)
May 9: Calculus AB & BC (7:30 am arrival / 12:30 pm end)
May 11: Spanish V (7:40 am arrival / 1:00 pm end)
May 11: Biology (11:40 am arrival / 3:30 pm end)

May 12: Physics (11:30 am arrival / 3:00 pm end)

We hope to see our community come out to support 
our students and be entertained as we have many 
events scheduled for May, including the Spring Band 
Concert (May 12 @ 7 PM), Spring Orchestra Concert 
(May 16 @ 7 PM), the Spring Play (May 20 & 21, both  
@ 7 PM), and the Choir Pops Concert (May 25 @ 6:30 PM  
in the Phoenix Park Pavilion (weather permitting).

As the year draws to a close, we would like to remind seniors and their families 
that we will be host ing senior exams on May 31 and June 1.  Seniors will return 
their Chromebooks on June 2, arriving at school no later than 10 a.m. for graduation 
practice.  Immediately following graduation practice, seniors will receive lunch and 
then dress in their cap and gown for a “Graduation Walk.”  DDHS will have buses take 
the seniors to each of the District buildings to walk through the halls and be honored 
by their former teachers while being congratulated by students in each of the 
buildings (Turtle Creek Elementary, Darien Elementary, Phoenix Middle School, and 
finally Delavan-Darien High School).  The Scholarship Ceremony will occur on June 
4th at 1 pm, and Graduation for the DDHS Class of 2022 will be on June 5th at 1 pm.

Our freshmen, sophomores, and juniors will have final exams on June 8 (odd 
periods) and June 9 (even periods), with make-up exams on the morning of June 
10.  We strongly encourage all parents/guardians to be checking their students 
grades and keeping in touch with the teachers as the school year draws to a close.

TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK IS MAY 2-5.  
Please help us celebrate our DDHS faculty by writing them a thank you 

card, purchasing them a Dunkin-Donuts coffee card, sending them a treat, 
or doing something special for them.  Teaching through the pandemic has 

certainly not been easy, but our DDHS faculty have poured their hearts 
into supporting your children to learn and grow.  Consider giving back to 

them, in any form that you can, during this special recognition week.

Teacher Appreciat ion Week

DDHS FFA Plant Sale

“A mind is  
like a parachute.   
It doesn’t work if 

it is not open.” 
~Frank Zappa

THE DDHS FFA PLANT SALE IS 
RIGHT AROUND THE CORNER.  
The greenhouse is jammed full 

of fresh flowers and vegetables.  
We invite the public to come 

in and purchase plants for 
Mother’s Day and to have them 

throughout the summer.  We 
will be opening the greenhouse 
for sales on Wednesday, May 4.  
We will be open Wednesday’s, 
Thursday’s and Friday’s (3-5:30 
PM), and Saturday’s (9 AM until 

noon) through the month of May.  
Be sure to come out early for the 

best selection!  Baskets begin 
at $12, while flats start around 

$24, and vegetable plants begin 
around $1.50/plant.
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The month of Apr i l has focused on the Wisconsin For ward State Asse ssment.   
Students have worked diligently to do their best on all portions of the Wisconsin 
Forward.  We are proud of the efforts of our students and our staff members to prepare 
our students for this exam.  Thank you to parents/guardians for your support during 
this important testing time period.  The month of May will bring our third round of MAP 
testing for all students in grades 5-8 for reading and for math.  It is always exciting to see 
the growth our students made from the fall to winter to spring MAP scores.  

Our 5th Grade students recent ly hosted t wo v iewing opportunit ie s as they 
represented a histor ical f igure at our Wax Museum.  Students were responsible for 
selecting a historical figure, creating a poster, putting together a costume, writing a 
speech, and presenting in front of a live audience when loose change was put into 
their container.  The students did an incredible job.  It is amazing to see such talent 
in our 5th grade students.  Huge shout-out to all 5th grade teachers who helped support 
and prepare our students for this special event.  We would also like to thank all family 
members, friends, and community members who joined us!  Thank you for your support. 

The National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony will take place on Friday, May 
13th at 6:00 PM.  Our National Junior Honor Society advisors (Becca Strohm and Laura 
Flynn) will be sending out more information to students who are being inducted into this 
prestigious organization.  Please reach out with any questions or concerns.  

Each grade leve l is planning an end-of-the-school year f ie ld tr ip.  
The following are the dates and locations for those field trips; 

• 5th Grade: Milwaukee Brewers Game on Wednesday, May 18th
• 6th Grade: Ridge Theater and Stonefire Pizza on Tuesday, June 7th 
• 7th Grade: TraXside Skating on Thursday, June 9th
• 8th Grade: Action Territory on Monday, June 6th 

Our 8th Grade Recognit ion Night wil l be he ld on Thursday, June 9th  
at 6:00 PM at Phoenix Middle School. Please watch for more information  
to be shared as the date approaches.  

A Message from Phoenix Middle School

OUR 5TH GRADE STUDENTS 
CELEBRATED EARTH DAY AND 
PARTICIPATED IN ACTIVITIES 
that would give back to our 
community and that would 

also help them question and 
explore. 5th graders in Ms. 

Wolf’s science class focused 
on an oil spill challenge for 
Earth day. They had to see 

what tools they could use to 
help get the most oil out of a 
location, but leave the most 
water in. 5th Graders in Ms. 

West’s science class partnered 
with Piggly Wiggly in Delavan. 
The students decorated paper 

bags.  Please choose paper 
over plastic when shopping at 
Piggly Wiggly and you might 

get a paper bag decorated  
by our Phoenix Middle  

School 5th grade students.  

Earth Day 

Middle School Transition Night 
 WE WILL BE HOSTING AN OPEN HOUSE FOR OUR 

INCOMING 5TH GRADE STUDENTS ON WEDNESDAY, MAY 
4TH FROM 4:00-5:30.  All incoming 4th grade students are 
invited to join us with their parents/guardians to meet your 

teachers, receive a tour of the building, get a snack, and enter 
to win some amazing prizes!  We hope to see you there! 

Huge shout-out to  
Mr. Wrubbel, Ms. Wolf, 
and Ms. Lippens and to  

the rest of the 5th grade 
team for your work with  
our students to prepare 

them for the  
Wax Museum!
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A Message from Darien Elementary

THE DARIEN PBIS TEAM 
SPONSORED A SCOOPIE 

NIGHT FUNDRAISER 
AT CULVERS this past 

month to raise funds for 
the PBIS rewards that 

students earn throughout 
the year. It was amazing 
to see so many parents, 

students and families 
who attended the event.  

Culvers graciously 
donated $1440.09 which 
will be used to purchase 

additional prizes and 
rewards that students  
can purchase from the 

Comet Store. Thank you 
for attending and thank 

you to the staff who 
helped make the evening 

such a success!

Scoopie Night 
a Success!

4th Grade math students are working on fractions and how they are related to decimals. 
We are emphasizing the use of models to deepen their understanding of what the 
denominator means.  Many Darien students have been working to build their math fact 
fluency this year with 62 of them demonstrating fluency and many more are very close. 
Thanks to the families for their at home support.

 
4th grade learners have been working on a unit called “Global 
Guardians” in English Language Arts. In writing we have started 
an expository essay on an item that is in a museum.  Students 
are researching their topic and writing an introduction, body, and 
conclusion.  In Science we have been learning about maps and 
changes to earth’s surface.  Students have been reading about 
recycling and taking care of the earth and its creatures. The kids 
researched a topic and created posters about that topic for Earth Day.   
 

In third grade we have been working on units of measure, both liquid 
volume and mass.  For Earth Day, we are solving “The Case of the 
Litterbug”.  Students will need to be super detectives with their math 
skills to help them solve the case of which bug is the litterbug on the 
loose.  I wonder who the litterbug of “Mathhatten” is?  Third graders 
have also been learning about animals and their adapted traits. They 
participated in an activity to determine how different types of bird 
beaks are adapted for getting different types of food. They have 
learned that animals must adapt in order to survive.  

 
In physical education class, students have 
been working on rolling a ball at a target. 
Students have been practicing their skills with 
games such as Pin Down, Sink the Ship, Tic Tac 
Toe Bowling, Black out Bowling and regular 
bowling with modified scoring. As we continue 
through the year, please be sure your student 
has shoes appropriate for PE class.

State Testing is completed!
Students have spent a significant amount of time this month 
completing the state assessment, Forward Exams. Fourth 
graders completed a series of 11 assessments in English 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science and Social Studies. 
Third grade students participated in 6 assessments in either 
English Language Arts or Mathematics. 

SOME STUDENTS PARTICIPATED IN A SPRING BREAK 
CHALLENGE that included reading, writing and math 

challenges. Ms. Hungelmann-Skiba’s class had the most 
students that participated.  Students were rewarded with 

a free pizza from JoJo’s, a golden ticket and a sweet treat.  
Darien wants to thank JoJo’s for sponsoring our challenge. 

Spring break reading and math choice board challenge

Thank you 
to Mrs. MacLeod 

and Mrs. Paez 
for subbing for 

the rest of 
the year!
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A Message from Turtle Creek Elementary

WE ARE ANXIOUSLY 
AWAITING THE HATCHING 
OF THE EGGS IN A FEW OF 
OUR CLASSROOMS. There 
are a couple of our classes 
that are working with 4H to 

share the process of hatching 
eggs with our students. The 

local 4H group has organized 
lessons, books, and activities 

for our classes to use as 
they experience the growing 

process. The eggs were 
placed in the incubators 

during the 3rd week of April. 
We will share more as the 

eggs hatch! 

Ducklings and Chicks

The 5K & 1st grade students of the Dual Language 
program along with Ms. Godoy and Ms. Castro had 
the opportunit y to meet the Guatemalan authors 
Juli Bermudez and Itala Vet torazzi. This opportunity 
allowed them to value the Spanish language as well as 
the Guatemalan culture, literature and fauna. Students 
also had the opportunity to put their creative skills into 
practice in the art room with Ms. Hill by making clay sculptures.  
What fun it is to broaden your horizons and learn about the world! 

We are very excited to have the 
UW-Extension FoodWise Program 
visit ing many of our classrooms 
this spring! They are sending 
staff to visit our Turtle Creek 
classrooms to provide lessons with 
our students. The staff from UW-
Extension is helping our students 
understand more about healthy 
eating habits and active lifestyles. They have brought some 
tasty treats to share with our students also. 

Our earliest learners are making so much 
progress with all of their skills. Each day that 
they come to school, they work on social skills, 
fine motor and gross motor skills, creativity, 
academic growth, as they sing, dance, and play 
their way through the day. Our EC Team works 
collaboratively to make teaching and learning 
fun for all of our students. 

OUR 4K STUDENTS HAVE BEEN VERY BUSY LEARNING ALL ABOUT INSECTS 
that fly, including bees, mosquitoes, flies, butterflies, ladybugs, and dragonflies. 

They learned about how these critters fly, which ones are pests, and which 
one creates a sweet treat. Then they spent time learning about insects like 

grasshoppers, crickets, fleas, katydids, springtails, leafhoppers, froghoppers and 
some beetles. They learned about which ones hop or jump and whether they 

work during the day or at night. Finally, these students learned about three bugs 
that many people don’t like: spiders, scorpions, and worms. They learned that 

not all of these creatures are dangerous, how to stay safe around those that are 
dangerous, and how some of these creatures can be very helpful.

Don’t count 
the days, 
make the 

days count.
 ~Muhammad Ali

Insects! Bugs! Creatures! Oh my!
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WIAA Tournament Series
The month of May will bring the WIAA Tournament series for all of our 
High School sporting teams.  Softball Regionals start on May 19th, 
while Tennis and Track start tournament play on Monday, May 25th.  
Golf Regional is scheduled for May 26th, Baseball Regionals are on 
May 28th.  Soccer is the final sport to enter tournament action, starting 
Regionals on May 31st.  Opponents and sites will be determined as we 
get closer to the tournament series.  The Activities/Athletics Office will 
keep be up to date on event sites, times and opponents as they become 
available.  Information will be posted on Facebook/Twitter, the School 
District website and both High School marquees. If you have questions, 
you are always welcome to call the Activities Office as well at 223-6625.

Intramural Programs Start in May  
5th & 6th Graders will also get the 
chance to experience both Volleyball and 
Basketball with Intramural programs. 
Volleyball will start on May 6th and 
run for two weeks. Basketball will start 
on May 16th, and run for two weeks at 
Phoenix Middle School.

A Message from Phoenix & Delavan-Darien High School 
Athletics, Clubs & Activities

SKILLS USA IS A HIGH SCHOOL CLUB that consists of a partnership 
of students, teachers and industry representatives working 

together to ensure America has a skilled workforce.  Students work 
in groups or individually to compete in real world workforce related 
skills competitions at UW-Whitewater.  One of our students (Trent 
Hernandez, a 2020 DDHS graduate) received a scholarship based 

on his invention and presentation.

Did you know?!?!?!?!?!

If you can 
believe it, 

the mind can 
achieve it.

THE MIDDLE SCHOOL TRACK PROGRAM 
WILL WIND UP THEIR SEASON AT 

“CONFERENCE” meets, the 8th Graders 
at Waterford on May 11th and the 7th 
Graders at Lake Geneva on May 12th. 

Middle School Track


