
 

7/30/2012 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

On June 29, 2012, Arkansas received a waiver of certain No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 

requirements. The purpose of this letter is to describe the educational opportunities made 

possible by the waiver, and to help you understand what the waiver will mean for you and your 

child. 

NCLB required Arkansas to measure the progress schools are making toward the goal of 100 

percent proficiency in reading and math by the year 2014. Schools that did not make sufficient 

progress for two or more consecutive years were “identified for improvement.” Under NCLB, 

schools receiving federal Title I funds that did not make sufficient progress had to offer parents 

the opportunity to transfer their child to another school in the district that was not identified 

for improvement and/or offer tutoring, called supplemental educational services (SES) to 

children from low income families. 

When NCLB was passed in 2002, it provided families useful information about the performance 

of their children’s schools. However, NCLB’s rising targets have led to an increasing number of 

schools deemed failing under the law. As a result, NCLB made it impossible for parents to 

distinguish mostly successful schools from schools that were struggling. 

Arkansas’s approved Flexibility Request corrects many of the problems under NCLB. Instead of 

expecting all schools to reach 100 percent proficiency by the year 2014, the state will measure 

progress toward the goal of reducing proficiency or growth gaps by half by 2017, a goal that is 

ambitious but more achievable than the NCLB goal. Districts and schools will be placed in one 

of five “accountability and assistance levels” designed to support schools where students are 

struggling the most. Finally, districts will have greater flexibility in using federal Title I funds to 

meet identified needs and will not be restricted to offering NCLB school choice and SES. 

In order to take advantage of the flexibility offered by the waiver, I am writing to inform you 

that beginning the 2012-13 school year, Crossett School District will no longer offer NCLB 

school choice or SES. Instead, we will use federal funds to improve teaching and learning for 

our students. 

Crossett School District will direct these federal funds to provide additional interventions 

above and beyond the regular educational program, including after-school pupil support, 

enhancement of instructional opportunity, and engagement incentives for students and parents. 

These efforts will take the form of programs that reinforce and expand school-based learning 

efforts, as well as actions that coordinate with public and local agencies making efforts to 

provide learning opportunities for students. In addition funds will be used to improve 



instruction through teacher and staff training. Detailed plans for these efforts will be available 

on the school district website as described in each school’s Arkansas Comprehensive School 

Improvement Plan (ACSIP) by October. 

If your child is currently enrolled in a school as a result of NCLB school choice, he or she is 

entitled to remain in that school through the highest grade served by the school.  

The Crossett School District will allow younger siblings of any student who is currently 

enrolled in another school district (as a result of NCLB school choice) to attend that school 

district. 

The Flexibility does not affect our continuing obligation to share with you information on the 

performance of your child’s school; nor does it affect our commitment to involving all parents 

as full partners in the education of their children. 

For more information on the waiver and what it will mean for your child, please visit the 

Arkansas Department of Education online at http://arkansased.org/ 

For more information on how you can become involved in your child’s school, please contact 

your school principal at the phone numbers below or visit us online at 

http://crossettschools.org . 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tommy Tyler, Superintendent 

 
CROSSETT MIDDLE SCHOOL – Lou Gregario, Principal 
Office:  (870) 364-4712  Hours:  7:30a.m - 3:30p.m 
 
 

http://crossettschools.org/

