
Potomac Grade School Back to School Plan 
 
 
It is the intention of the Potomac School District to open school, on time, on August 24.  We 
know the events of last spring have left an unbelievable impression on our parents, students, 
and staff.  It is our foremost responsibility to focus our attention on the health and safety of our 
students and staff.  As we move into the new school year, many things will be different.  We are 
asking for your patience and cooperation as we attempt to move back to in-person instruction. 
After the first two weeks, we will make adjustments and revisions.  Again,  THANK YOU for your 
patience and understanding as we start our school year. 
 

Options for Parents 
 
 

 In Person Learning Remote Learning  Homeschool 

How Students would return 
to school full-time 
under the new 
requirements 

Students would 
participate in 
classroom instruction 
through electronic 
means. 

Instruction is done at 
home by the parents. 

Enrollment Fully Enrolled  Fully Enrolled  Dropped from 
Enrollment 

Requirements  Face Masks are 
required, health 
screenings, social 
distancing  

Ability to access the 
Internet with a 
computer device. (no 
cell phones) 

State Requires 
instruction be in 
English and you have a 
curriculum. 

Schedule Start and End times 
will change slightly. 

Students will be 
required to log in 
during in-person 
instructional times. 

 

Coursework Regular Grade Level 
Curriculum. 

Regular Grade Level 
Curriculum. 

 

Grades  Students will receive 
grades and 
assessments. 

Students will receive 
grades and 
assessments. 

 

 
 
 



 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Why do we have all of these requirements? 

Although we may or may not like it, the requirements are in place to help protect our 
students and staff.  Schools are required to follow the IDPH guidelines in order to allow students 
to return to school.  There are no options to change away from them.   Your patience and 
cooperation are appreciated.  
 
Will masks be required for all day school? 

Potomac Grade School will follow the IDPH Guidelines for return to school including the 
required wearing of face masks.  Students who can not wear a mask because of medical 
reasons will be enrolled in remote learning. 
 
Will my child have to wear a mask the entire day? 

It is our intention to provide outdoor learning classrooms (weather permitting) and breaks 
where students will not have to wear a mask during this time.   Social distancing will still be 
required. 
 
Who decides what kind of mask my child will wear? 

The school will provide one mask per student at the beginning of the year.  Parents are 
required to provide additional masks for their child.  We are looking at low-cost options to make 
available to students and parents. 
 
Will teachers and staff be required to wear a mask? 

Yes, at all times in the building. 
 
What if a student takes their mask off during the day? 

We understand this will be a new learning curve for some children.   Students will not be 
disciplined for taking their mask off.    If they remove their mask they will be prompted to put it 
back on.   If the child continues to have a hard time with the mask, they will be moved to remote 
learning.  
 
What about masks and P.E.? 

Unfortunately, masks have to be required at all times.  Outdoor P.E. will be done as 
much as possible where face masks will not be required. 
 
What about fall sports? 

We are governed by the I.E.S.A.   Baseball and Softball will be available for students. 
Please contact the school if your child is interested in playing. 
 



 
Will face shields be allowed? 

Face shields are allowed but a mask is still required. 
 
Will there be options to allow for a combination of remote and in-person? 

At this time there will not be that option.   We will be re-evaluating our plan often to meet 
the needs of our students.   Special Education will be done on a case-by-case basis per the 
IEP. 
 
What if I want to change from in-person to remote or vice versa? 

Parents will have the option to change their child’s method of instruction at any time. 
Once you have made one change, any changes back will be done starting at the new quarter.  

 
How will remote learning be different from spring? 

Fall remote learning will be designed to keep students actively engaged in classroom 
activities and assignments.   5 hours of instruction are required by the State Board of Education. 
This will be counted in a variety of ways.   Students will be required to log into the teaching 
portions of the class.  They will be required to do all of the assigned work.   Grades will be 
assigned as with any other student. We will be looking into an online platform that is consistent 
throughout the school. 
 
Will technology be available for students to borrow during remote learning? 

Yes 
 
What about transportation? 

Parents are requested to transport their children to school if at all possible to help reduce 
contact.  Transportation will still be offered at a max of 50 students on the bus.  Parent 
certification will be required before students can board the bus.  All students are required to 
wear a mask on the bus. 
 
What is parent certification? 

Each day parents are required to certify that their child is fever free and does not have 
any of the symptoms of COVID-19.  We will be developing a system to do this in the easiest way 
possible.  Students will not be allowed on the bus if this requirement is not met. 
 
What will happen when my child arrives at school? 

When your child arrives staff are required to do visual health screenings and 
temperature checks.  School staff will conduct these checks.   Once cleared, students will be 
allowed to go to their classrooms. 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Will all the students arrive at the same time? 

We will be staggering start times for bus students and car riders (students in the same 
family).   We may need to stagger families alphabetically by last name.  Times to be determined. 
Dismissal will be handled in the same manner. 
 
Are visitors allowed at school? 

Visitors are strongly discouraged.  All visitors will be required to submit to screening 
questions and temperature checks.  Access to classrooms will be prohibited by visitors. 

 
What happens if a child or staff member tests positive for COVID-19? 

Parents of all students will be informed through the district information systems that 
someone has tested positive.  Students that have been in CLOSE contact with the person for a 
sustained time of 15 minutes, parents will be notified.   The school will be temporarily closed for 
a thorough cleaning and inspection.  School will reopen when it is safe to do so. 
 
Will students eat lunch in the classroom? 

It is our intention to continue to use the cafeteria or an outdoor space (weather 
permitting).   Students will be socially distanced.  Additional lunch times may be necessary  
 
Will lunches be available for students doing remote learning? 

Lunches will be available for pick-up for students in remote learning.  The standard lunch 
price will be charged.   Free and Reduced prices will continue to be available for those that 
qualify. 
 
What will do if the Governor orders another stay at home order? 

We will be required to close and all students will be placed on remote learning. 
  

When will we know the start times? 
We will be meeting soon to establish staggered start times.   Once we know how many 

students will be riding the buses we can set a time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 


