
● If Positive COVID case - Sarah, Cortney, Lee, Tom, Nicole, Tracy 
■ Process the school will follow 

○ Nurses and Sarah were very clear that the response protocol will vary from case to case 
○ More times than not, the parent will be the first to contact the school to let them know 

about a positive test - at that point the school nurse will contact the CDC and follow their 
guidelines  

○ The direct line to the CDC when this happens is 1-800-821-5821 
○ They will only intervene and give recommendations to a school when they have 

confirmation of the positive test - it seemed blurry when we talked about if a PCP 
“believes” it is COVID-19 and tells the school but there is no positive test - Will we have 
the autonomy as a district to tell a family that a student must stay home and be 
tested? Does a policy need to be created for that situation? What if a parent refuses 
to get their child tested? 

○ If a positive test occurs that student and any direct family member must quarantine for at 
least 10 days and then by symptom free for at least 72 hours before they are able to return 
to school 

○ Elementary school - The cohort of students who are associated with the student or adult 
that gets positive test should be quarantined for the recommended amount of time by the 
CDC - if that child has a brother/sister or another class or school, just that sibling needs to 
be quarantined, not his or her sibling’s entire class 

○ Middle School & High School - The SAFEST option is to shut down the cohort which 
that student is a part of. At the high school level that could mean 150+ kids. Sarah said 
this would be an extreme measure. There is also the option to proceed with contact 
tracing where the CDC will come and interview parents of the child and then pass along 
the information to a contact tracer at CDC which will then determine who needs to be 
quarantined. However, this can take at least 48-72 hours to complete once the CDC has 
confirmation of a positive test. 

○ If a school is made aware of a positive test during the school day, Sarah did not 
recommend immediately sending all of those children home. As long as they are 
practicing social distancing and wearing their masks, they can finish the day and then 
start their quarantine. Does it make sense to not send them on a bus though? Parents 
would be required to pick them up? 

○ CDC is currently creating a protocol that will be flowchart form for all levels of 
schooling that will lay out the process if a school has confirmation of a positive test. 
Sarah was not sure when these would be completed but the conversations have begun at 
her level. She also said there will be different procedures for different school levels 
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■ Identifying Quarantining rooms in each building 
 

We all spoke about which rooms would be considered our medical isolation rooms. RES  
and MES have it figured out but MVHS, MVMS, HSES and BJSHS still need to  
determine an appropriate place. 
 
The rooms needs to be away from children, close to an outside exit to limit exposure  

  
■ Communication 

 
The CDC is currently creating template letters that should be used to send out to families  
about a positive test in a school.   
 
However, we discussed that we need to reach families quickly so if we put out an Alert  
Now, Sarah suggested that we include the CDC hotline number so families can call them  

             and ask questions, instead of the school, which will have to refer to CDC anyway.  
 
Once we have the flow chart or maybe we create our own document if the CDC does  
 not have it done in a timely manner that explains to families our process if a  
 positive case is confirmed? This might ease some fears for families.  
 
I know this is not for this committee but it is connected, do teachers need to have 
two weeks or remote learning in the can at all times? They could be told on a 
Tuesday afternoon that they will not be teaching in person for two weeks starting on 
Wednesday.  
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