
Grade 8; Nonfiction  
300 Word Count  

Have you ever heard of an amphibian? Even though amphibians have a long 
name, they are more common than you'd think! Amphibians are small animals. You may recognize 
amphibians such as frogs, toads, newts, and salamanders. There are over 7,000 species of amphibians. 

These animals are cold blooded and cannot generate their own body heat. The 
outside temperature is critical to an amphibian's survival. They live in environments that will keep them cool 
or warm. Amphibians are unique in that they get to experience life on both the land and in the water. How 
can this be? They would need gills to breathe underwater and lungs to breathe on land. Amphibians are born 
in the water breathing through gills. They start developing their lungs as they get older. Even when they are 
on land, amphibians still need to live in a moist environment in order to survive.  

Amphibians are often slimy to the touch, but overall very important. Amphibians eat insects that might 
carry diseases. Some parts of their skin can possibly be used for human medical purposes. Amphibians 
are even seen as good luck in some cultures. We should take care of these little creatures! Sadly, several 
species of amphibians have already become extinct. Pollution, Chemicals, and damaged environments 
are among several reasons that caused some of the species extinction.  

  

When you are outside watch out for these little amphibians. Don't step on them! Help the amphibian and make 
sure it has what it needs to survive. Some ways to help the amphibian include: Check the environment, give it 
some water, clear the area of spray or chemicals, and if you must, relocate the amphibian to a safer place (be 
sure not to hurt it when relocating it). Maybe together we can save the species, one amphibian at a time.   
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Directions: Answer the following questions about the Reading Passage.  

1. Give a small analysis of what the text says explicitly. Cite textual evidence to support this.  

 2. What is the central idea of this text and how was it developed over the course of the text?     
Give an objective summary of the text.  

3. What can you infer about amphibians based on the information in the third paragraph?  

4. Analyze how frogs, toads, newts, and salamanders are considered amphibians. What 
features connect them to being amphibians?  
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Directions: Answer the following questions about the Reading Passage.  

1. Determine the technical meaning of the underlined word as used in the text, "...cannot 
generate their own body heat".  

2. The text reads, "Maybe together we can save the species, one amphibian at a time". How does this 
word choice impact the tone of this text?  
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3. Choose a paragraph from this text. Explain the main concept of that paragraph. How do the 
sentences in the paragraph refine the main concept?  

4. What is the author's purpose of writing this text? How does the author respond to some 
species of amphibians becoming extinct?  

 


