
Westampton Township Board of Education Statement on Reopening of Schools 

 

The Board of Education of Westampton Township Public Schools has been overseeing the creation 

of the local Restart and Recovery Plan in accordance with the Governor’s order to provide in-person 

instruction for our students this September.  We know that our teachers, administrators, and support staff 

desperately want a return to “normal”.  We miss our kids in our hallways, our classrooms, and our 

playgrounds.   

However, in the course of creating this plan, it has become perfectly clear that there is no safe road 

to reopening in the current state of this crisis.  There are extensive reasons that have brought us to this 

conclusion, but listed below are a few key reasons: 

• It has been established that indoor activities, particularly in small spaces for extended 

periods of time, present the highest risk for the spread of Covid-19. Currently, the NJ 

Department of Health acknowledges that short term, indoor dining is not safe. In this light, 

classrooms can only be seen as high-risk environments.  

• The World Health Organization has stated that Covid-19 may spread through the air in 

indoor enclosed spaces. 

• New studies are suggesting that children CAN contract and spread the virus, possibly even 

at a greater rate than adults. This contradicts earlier reports that school age children were 

significantly less likely to spread the virus.   

Based on the available scientific knowledge, current trends in our state and surrounding states, 

trends of states that have “re-opened” more aggressively, and the recommendations of the CDC and 

NJDOH, we question the wisdom of using the opening of schools as a “test case” to see if children really do 

spread the virus, if enclosed spaces are truly more dangerous, and if children can handle social 

distancing/mask wearing protocols for an extended period of time without putting themselves or others in 

danger.   

We further recognize the challenges we faced last spring with remote learning.  Our teachers, 

staff, and administrators, all agree that remote learning can be much more robust and effective given time 

to plan and secure proper resources.   We believe that a hybrid schedule, which would bring students into 

school for 2 days, totaling 8 hours a week, is counterproductive.  Time spent daily on transportation, 

symptom checks, safety procedures, arrival, and dismissal will be wasted in an effort to provide some 

semblance of “in person” learning.  The result of which is not better education, but greater risk to the 

health and safety of students and staff.  If we ask ourselves “how many families will choose not to send 

their children back to school this September?” and then ask “how many families will choose to change to 

remote learning after the first case of COVID occurs in the district?”, we are forced to recognize that the 

“hybrid schedule” effort is a waste of resources that could be better spent on a quality remote learning 

plan.   

Finally, we recognize the enormous responsibility schools have to both the community’s ability to 

function in addition to the education of its children.  Therefore, we direct our administration to do all it can 

with our current facilities, staff, and resources to do the following: 



• Develop a robust remote learning plan for grades K-8 that entails daily interactions with 

students and teachers, rigorous instruction and assignments, and quality opportunities for 

small group and individual assistance for students. 

• Develop a plan that uses every available resource to SAFELY allow for Kindergarten 

students to visit school to meet their teacher. 

• Include in the plan a protocol to assess and provide for the needs of our student 

population with the most complex academic challenges (those with significant learning 

disabilities).  

• Work with other local authorities to investigate usage of the school buildings to support 

childcare opportunities for essential workers in our community.  

• Develop a protocol for a regular review of current guidance, data, and recommendations 

to ensure that we are ready to re-open buildings as soon as it is safe to do so.  

After sharing the reopening plan with our entire staff, we did a survey. 85% of all staff responded 

that they are concerned or very concerned about their safety and the safety of our students upon return.  

In addition, over two-thirds of staff felt that remote learning would be a better for student learning than 

the proposed hybrid model. 

 

 

We anxiously await the day that school buildings can become, again, the center of the community.   

However, now is not that day.  We cannot in good conscience offer our community a false choice of remote 

learning or safe return to school.  We must acknowledge the current situation and provide a plan that puts 

the safety and health of our children, staff, and community first.    

Because of this, we implore the Governor and Commissioner of Education to allow local districts 

the authority to approve and enact full remote plans for their schools that count towards the 180-day 

school requirement.   


