
Homeless Information 

Lisa Harley, Local Liaison for Homeless Children  
740-259-6609 

The Law 

 

The law requires local districts, community schools and other educational agencies to designate an 

appropriate staff person as a local liaison, whom is able to carry out his/her legal duties for homeless 

children. Assigning someone this designation through the CCIP consolidated application process meets 

this requirement. The person is then identified as the contact for homeless education in the CCIP address 

book and will receive important communication about homeless education.  For Valley Local, Lisa 

Harley is the designated liaison. 

Definition of “Homeless” 

Who is Homeless? The term “homeless children and youth” means individuals who lack fixed, regular 

and adequate nighttime residences and includes the following: 1. Children and youths who are sharing the 

housing of other persons due to loss of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason; are living in 

motels, hotels, trailer parks or camping grounds due to the lack of alternative accommodations; are living 

in emergency or transitional shelters; are abandoned in hospitals; or are awaiting foster care placement; 2. 

Children and youths who have a primary nighttime residence that is a public or private place not designed 

for or ordinarily used as a regular sleeping accommodation for human beings; 3. Children and youths who 

are living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings, substandard housing, bus or train stations or 

similar settings; and 4. Migratory children who qualify as homeless for the purposes of this subtitle 

because the children are living in circumstances described above. Currently the definition of Homeless 

Children and Youth includes “those awaiting foster care placement.” Reauthorization includes language 

indicating that as of Dec. 10, 2016, children and youth awaiting foster care will no longer be considered 

homeless. 

Homeless Children’s Rights:    

 

The following is a list of rights the homeless children are entitled to: 

 

 Receive a free, appropriate public education. 

 Enroll in school immediately, even if lacking documents normally required 

 for enrollment. 

 Enroll in school and attend classes while the school gathers needed documents. 

 Enroll in the local school; or continue attending their school of origin (the school 

 they attended when permanently housed or the school in which they were last 

 enrolled), if that is your preference and is feasible. 

* If the school district believes that the school you select is not in the best 

interest of your children, then the district must provide you with a written 

explanation of its position and inform you of your right to appeal its decision. 

 Receive transportation to and from the school of origin, if you request this. 

 Receive educational services comparable to those provided to other students, 

 according to your children’s needs. 



Duties of the Local Liaison 

 

The duties of the local liaison are to ensure that: 

 

  School personnel receive professional development and other technical assistance in identifying 

homeless children and youth and providing appropriate services and assistance; 

  Homeless children enroll in and have a full and equal opportunity to succeed in schools of the district 

or a community school;  

 Homeless families, children and youth have access to and receive educational services for which they 

are eligible, including Head Start, early intervention (IDEA Part C) and preschool programs administered 

by the district or school. Additionally, they receive referrals to health care services, dental services, 

mental health services, substance abuse services, housing services and other appropriate services; 

  The parents or guardians of homeless children receive information about the educational and related 

opportunities available to their children and about meaningful opportunities to participate in the education 

of their children. The parent or guardian of a homeless child or an unaccompanied youth receives 

complete information about all transportation services, including transportation to the school of origin. 

This also includes assistance in accessing transportation to the school that the child has a right to attend. 

Distribution of a public notice about the educational rights of homeless children should include places 

where they may receive services, such as schools, family shelters, public libraries and soup kitchens;  

 As homeless children and youth frequently move from school to school because of the lack of 

permanent housing, the local liaison must ensure that homeless youth receive credit for full or partial 

coursework satisfactorily completed while attending a prior school. This requirement includes 

unaccompanied homeless youth; 

  Liaisons must ensure that disputes are resolved, while the student remains enrolled throughout the 

process. If the district determines that it is not in the student’s best interest to attend the school requested 

by the parent, guardian or youth, the district must provide a written explanation of the reasons for its 

determination, in a manner and form understandable to such parent, guardian or unaccompanied youth, 

including information regarding the right to appeal; 

  Liaisons must ensure unaccompanied youth are informed of their status as independent students and 

may obtain assistance from the liaison to receive verification of that status; and 

  Local liaisons are authorized to affirm that students meet the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 

Development (HUD) definition of homelessness, to qualify for HUD homeless assistance programs. 

 
 

For more information, please contact Lisa Harley, Valley Local District Homeless Liaison at 740-259-

6609 or at lisa.harley@valleyls.org   
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