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What We Know at This Point...

Last week in my message I mentioned the IESA had cancelled the fall middle school sports seasons.  This week  I am reporting 
that IESA has reversed their decision and middle school fall sports are back on!  Coaches and Activities Directors have been in 
contact with students and have sent emails to families.  We are hopeful everyone that needed to get the reversal message did in 
fact receive it.  If you have specific questions, please contact either the coach or Activities Director Mike Castleman 
(mike.castleman@olympia.org) or Assistant Activities Director Jackie Litwiller (jackie.litwiller@olympia.org).   You will find detailed 
information regarding IHSA’s changes for the year on page 2 of this update. 

Building Principals and administrative assistants report back to their buildings today, August 3rd.  Detailed correspondence 
regarding the beginning of the year and building based procedures will be coming from the Principals over the next couple of 
weeks.  This will be my last summer COVID communication,  but I will be providing monthly Superintendent updates throughout 
the year.   

We are planning and preparing for an unprecedented year - thank you in advance for partnering with us during this time. We 
appreciate our families and our community’s support.  

Dr. Laura O’Donnell, Superintendent
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Water Fountains 
The traditional water fountains in our buildings will be
turned off for the time being.  We have installed
some additional bottle filling stations throughout the
district and would like to add some more.  We are 
encouraging families to send a full water bottle with their child(ren) each day. 

Spartan Council School Supplies 
Distributed - This Weekend! 

For Olympia North families, the school 
supply distribution will be on Friday, August 
7th from 5:00 - 7:00 p.m.  The Olympia 
West supply distribution event will be on 
Sunday, August 9th from 10:30 - 12:00 p.m.  
Both of these events are drive-up events.  
Volunteers will be handing out backpacks 
with supplies to the families that need 
assistance with
supplies.
Thank you to all
those that made
donations to the
Spartan Council! 
 

School Supplies! 
Supply lists for K-8 have been posted since May and can be found linked 
under Parents - Resources & Forms on the Olympia webpage.  Click the 
link below to see the list 
https://www.olympia.org/o/district/browse/16343

We are asking parents to label their student’s supplies, bring an extra face 
mask and a water bottle for their child.  We are installing more water bottle 
filling stations within the building but these are difficult to obtain at this 
point due to all schools needing more of these.  Elementary principals will 
be sending additional reminders about supplies to their families.  
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IHSA Athletics Update 
IHSA released their recommendations / changes to high school athletics seasons last week.  While our coaches are still 
discussing off - season workout plans and trying to wrap their minds around the change in seasons (for some sports), the 
following is an overview of the changes per IHSA’s determination.  In addition to moving some seasons, the spectator 
restrictions will be aligned to the current IDPH guidelines. 

Fall 2020 (August 10 - October 24)                                                                                            Spring (Feb. 15 - May 1)
Boys & Girls Golf                                                                                                                                Football
Boys & Girls Cross Country                                                                                                            Boys Soccer
Girls Swimming & Diving                                                                                                                  Girls Volleyball
                                                                                                                                                                   Girls Swimming & Diving
Winter (November 16, 2020 - Feb. 13, 2021)                                                                            
Boys and Girls Basketball                                                                                                                 Summer (May 3 - June 26) 
Wrestling                                                                                                                                                 Baseball
Boys Swimming and Diving                                                                                                             Softball
Competitive Cheer & Dance                                                                                                           Boys & Girls Track & Field
Boys & Girls Bowling                                                                                                                           Girls Soccer
                                                                                                                                                                     
These changes were announced by IHSA on July 29th and are subject to change based on IDPH and the State’s 
guidelines/ restrictions.  We know how important activities and athletics are to our students and are hopeful that our 
students will be able to participate this year. 

Additional Support for 
Learning Gaps 

All buildings will be offering after school 
tutoring / interventions to students that 
demonstrate learning gaps or need 
additional support to complete grade 
level learning activities.  Buildings will 
begin their after school supports by the 
week of September 14th.  We are 
anticipating the elementary students will 
stay from 1:30 dismissal until 3:15 p.m.  
The OHMS students will begin at 3:00 
(after dismissal) and work until the 
shuttle bus departs (5:30 p.m.).  More 
information will be coming from building 
principals regarding this opportunity. 

Activities Updates 

OHS Speech has explored many options for what the upcoming season will 
look like with the coordinated efforts of our coaches working with area 
Speech team coaches.  There has been discussion about doing Speech 
tournaments and the IHSA State Speech competition virtually, although the 
IHSA has not formally made an announcement indicating that this will be the 
plan.   Once details are finalized, a more formal announcement will be made.     

Marching Band will hold their Band Camp Wednesday August 5th through 
Friday August 7th from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  Mr. DeVault will work with 
band students throughout the year to reinforce marching fundamentals and 
to help the students learn the process of reading drill coordinate sheets.  
Tenatatively, the plan is to begin the formal Marching Band season in the 
Spring.

Temperature Screenings 
As I mentioned previously, the IDPH requirements to return to in person instruction include temperature 
screenings by staff or parents. After much discussion, we have determined the only way to ensure students
are temperature free is to  take the temperatures of students as they get on the bus or walk into
the buildings each morning.  We have bus aides on almost all of our morning routes that will be taking
the temperatures of students as they get on the bus (with touchless thermometers).  Similarly, paraprofessionals/
aides, will be taking the temperatures of those students that are not bus riders.  There will be designated entrances used
for bus riders and for walkers / car riders.  Principals will share building specific information regarding these procedures.  


