
July 31, 2020 
 
It is our plan to open school on August 24.There is no way to be certain about COVID 
numbers between now and the near future. We are committed to providing our students 
with high quality instruction and education. The health, safety, and security is our 
greatest priority for our students, staff, and parents. It is very important for students, 
parents/guardians to understand we will move into new learning as soon as possible.  
 
Student attendance is vitally important to the success of each student. Whether you 
have chosen traditional onsite or blended learning, student and parent engagement 
cannot be overemphasized. It also must be emphasized that we must have correct 
contact information, including correct phone numbers and email addresses for all our 
students and parents/guardians. For this reason, we encourage our parents/guardians 
to stay in constant contact with teachers when school resumes. We are so hopeful our 
kids will return to us at the school site. Attendance will be by attendance on-site or 
engagement and completion of assignments virtually through Google Classroom, 
Seesaw or other virtual tools used by our teachers. It is expected that our students will 
be engaged in new learning whether on-site or virtual.  
 
We will be offering technology to students in grades K-12. We will be happy to offer 
training to parents in order to help you with the learning platforms that staff will be 
using.  
 
We don’t have all the answers, but we are working towards the best possible plan under 
the given circumstances. As we share information, we want to be as accurate as 
humanly possible. It is important to understand that information is changing frequently. 
We appreciate your patience and can’t wait to see our students! The Deer/Mt Judea 
School District’s number one priority is our students and we are looking forward to 
seeing each student on August 24th. Keep looking for updates from the District as we 
prepare for a successful year. 
 
DMJ Ready For Learning Team  

 
What is the first day for students?   

School will begin on August 24, 2020 as modified by a directive from the Governor. This 
date will only change if ADH sends updated guidance with this requirement but this is 
not anticipated.  

Who will be required to wear face coverings?  
Currently, the Governor of Arkansas (Asa Hutchinson) is requiring all individuals 10 
years old and older to wear face coverings when appropriate. So therefore, we are 
requiring the same, which means all students in grades 4-12 will be wearing facemasks 
when social distancing is not possible. Our emphasis will be on social distancing at all 
times possible and wearing face masks when distancing is impossible. We are making 
every possible arrangement in cafeterias and classrooms for social distancing to be 



possible. All students will be asked to wear face coverings on the bus as they are 
transported to and from school since social distancing is not possible. We will provide 
masks to students who need them. We will provide every opportunity to not wear masks 
throughout the course of day.  
 
Will bus transportation be provided?  

Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for all students. Based on current ADH 
guidance, students will be required to wear face masks due to the inability to social 
distance on the bus. We strongly encourage parents drop students off at school if 
possible, to help with social distancing. Please wait until 7:40 to drop off students. This 
will allow staff to be available to direct students to designated areas. 

How normal will the day be for a student?  

Our goal is for your child(ren) to have as normal of a day as possible while we also 
provide as much safety as possible. Students and staff will transition around the school 
in the safest manner possible, allowing social distancing as best we can. Sanitation will 
take place throughout the day.  

Will students still have extra classes like PE, art, music, guidance and library?  

Yes, students will continue to participate in activity classes, check out books, and 
receive guidance and gifted instruction.  

Will my elementary student still have recess?  

Yes, students will continue to have outdoor play time. We will stagger recess times and 
play locations to allow the students to socially distance.   

Will social distancing guidelines be observed?  

Social Distancing will be observed when feasible but at times the students will be closer 
than the recommended six feet apart. When social distancing guidelines cannot be 
maintained such as class exchange time, etc. students will be expected to wear face 
coverings. We will work diligently to increase the space between students.  

Will classrooms be arranged differently to protect students?  

Yes, classrooms will be arranged to provide more space between students. We will 
make every effort to provide distance but not limit students' ability to interact and 
communicate with others in their classroom. Additionally, supplies and materials will not 
be readily shared by students.  



If an individual tests positive for COVID-19, what will happen? 
In the event a student, faculty or staff member tests positive for COVID-19, we will 
follow the latest guidance from the ADH. This could result in a brief closure of a single 
school building or a single campus within the district to provide time for additional 
cleaning and sanitizing.  
 
Will students and adults be screened daily?  
We ask that parents/guardians screen their children each day before school. Please 
reinforce with your children how important proper hygiene is to keep a healthy school 
environment. We will ask parents to answer the following questions before sending 
students to school:  

1. Has your child(ren) had a fever of 100.4 F or greater in the last two days? 
2. Has your child(ren) had a cough, difficulty breathing, sore throat, or loss of taste or smell? 
3. Has your child(ren) been in contact with a person known to be infected with COVID-19 within 
the previous 14 days? 
4. If a student has been at home ill, they must be fever free without medicine for 48 hours 
before returning to school. 
 

We have purchased touch-free thermometers for our bus drivers and teachers as well. 
We will have the ability to take temperatures of students and staff each day. We will 
practice hand washing and proper sanitation throughout the day.  
 
If I don't want my student to return to a traditional classroom, what are my 
options?  

We are extremely hopeful that most of our students will return to the traditional 
classroom because our teachers deliver the curriculum in the most personal way 
possible and are there to assist students if they struggle. The teacher will have the 
ability to deliver the content either in person or with an online tool. We will provide 
blended learning through Seesaw (K-2) or Google Classroom (grades 3-12). This will 
allow for extended absences of students or school closings.  

If that is not the choice of parents/guardians, a separate and completely total online 
instructional program for students will be available. The total on-line program will be a 
program called DMJ Digital Learning Program. Speak with your school principal, 
counselor, or our DL program director to get set up with this program.  

If students choose to do full-time virtual, will they be able to participate in 
extracurricular activities.  
Yes, but the students will need to participate in the onsite practices and meetings held. 
Students have to retain academic eligibility by the normal Arkansas Activities 
Association (AAA) guidelines/rules. They will also abide by all COVID-19 guidelines. 
 
Will my student eat lunch in their classroom? 
 



DMJ will offer all students a free breakfast and a free lunch. Based on current guidance, 
the ADH is recommending cafeterias limit the capacity of students in the cafeteria. We 
plan for all elementary students to eat breakfast and lunch in the cafeteria. High school 
students will get a Grab-n-Go breakfast and go to their first hour class. High school 
students will eat lunch in the cafeteria with a possible staggered schedule.  
 
What special precautions will be implemented in regard to cleaning and 
sanitizing? 

Sanitation and cleanliness will be a high priority for our district as we return in the fall. 
Restrooms will be cleaned on a continuous basis throughout the day as well as surfaces 
with a high touch rate. We will provide for hand washing and hand sanitizing throughout 
the campuses. Students will be asked to sanitize their hands often. We will have a hand 
sanitizing station at each classroom.  

If a student comes to school sick, what will happen?  

If a student comes to school sick, the school nurse or designee will screen the student 
and check their temperature. If their temperature is over the ADH guidance, the student 
will be sent home and will need to be fever free for 48 hours without medication before 
returning to school.  

Will the students be allowed to use water fountains? 

No. We are disabling our water fountains in an effort to stop the spread of germs. 
Students will be allowed to have individual clear water bottles which are not to be 
shared. We plan to have bottle filling stations where students can fill up water bottles. 
We ask that parents send a clear water bottle with their children.  

How will you fill the gaps my student has from the previous year?  

Teachers and administrators have worked to revise the curriculum so that missed 
essential standards will be addressed when students return. Additionally, students will 
be assessed to determine individual strengths and deficits. These assessments will 
determine if students need additional support. At the secondary level, missed skills from 
a previous course will be embedded in the next course in the sequence. For example, a 
student enrolled in geometry during the spring would have geometry skills embedded in 
their Algebra II course.  

What happens if school closes again?  

If schools close again, a plan for at-home-digital learning has been developed. 
Teachers will utilize Google Classroom, Seesaw or Lincoln Learning to deliver lessons. 
Students will be engaged in blended learning that includes both on-site traditional and 
digital instruction. This approach will allow students who might be ill or quarantined for a 



limited amount of time to continue their education even if they are not physically present 
in the classroom. Students will learn how to use these systems by participating in 
lessons throughout the week while at school.  

What about services for Students with Disabilities?  
Our Students with Disabilities will receive services as written on their IEP. Our Special 
Education teachers will deliver those services on-site or virtually through Google 
Classroom. Parent training will be provided as needed. Pre-testing of skills will be 
completed and IEP meetings will be scheduled with parents to update the student’s IEP 
for the new school year.  
 
What about students with weakened immune systems and pre-existing 
conditions?  
These students will be accommodated through both on-site and remote instruction. If 
parents have concerns about their student who may be at high-risk because of COVID-
19, they may explore the virtual learning option which allows the student to continue 
their education from the safety of their own home. Our main emphasis is for 
parents/guardians to visit with principals concerning the educational program for their 
students if in doubt.  
 
How do we get our questions answered? 

The Ready for Learning Team has placed a survey on our district website and social 

media where parents/guardians, students, and community members can submit 

questions to the team.  The team will try their best to answer each question and place 

those questions/answers in an FAQ document that will be available on our website.   


