
GUIDELINES FOR CENTRAL HEIGHTS SCHOOLS 
USD 288, in partnership with Franklin County Health and the Kansas State Department of Education has

developed a plan to support school buildings and the community for reopening schools.  

This approach is built upon guidance and recommendations of local and state health officials and is aligned to

the reopening guidance that has been provided by our state and federal leaders; and it is designed to prioritize

the health and safety of students and staff as we open school buildings and deliver instruction for the 2020-21

school year. 

Central Heights
Return to School

Plan

The USD 288 return to school plan focuses

heavily on the health and physical requirements

necessary for reopening school buildings. USD

288 will continue to provide support to school

buildings on navigating the academic, social,

and emotional effects on students and

employees.

The USD 288 return to school plan provides the

expectations and best practices to ensure a safe

and successful 2020-21 school year. USD 288 school

buildings are expected to follow these expectations.

Individual school buildings have the authority and

flexibility to meet their individual needs and be

responsive to their stakeholders with approval of

the USD 288 B.O.E. and Administration.







ADDRESSING

COMMUNITY SPREAD

Establish and maintain communication with

local and state health officials.

Post signage throughout the district in

hallways, and entrances to communicate

how to stop the spread. COVID-19

symptoms, preventative measures (including

staying home when sick), good hygiene, and

school/district specific protocols.

Unwell students or staff will be sent to the

school nurse for further evaluation. The

school nurse will contact the parents and

county health officials if appropriate.

Participate in contact-tracing efforts as

directed by local health officials (to the

extent feasible). Accommodate the needs of children,

teachers/staff, and families at higher risk for

severe illness (see Protecting Vulnerable

Populations for considerations).

Coordinate with local and state health

officials.



ADDRESSING

COMMUNITY SPREAD

District-wide remote/online learning may be

implemented on the recommendation of

county health officials.

Effected areas may be closed on the

recommendation of county health officials.

Face coverings 
differ based on the level of community spread and

can be found throughout this document.

Information will be provided to staff, students, and

families on proper use, removal, and washing of

cloth face coverings. Any policy regarding face

coverings should be sensitive to the needs of

students and staff with medical issues that make the

wearing of a face covering inadvisable.
CDC Guidance

Hand sanitizers 
should contain at least 60% alcohol

and only used with staff and

older children who can safely

use hand sanitizer. Hand

soap should be used for

younger children.

CDC Guidance

DEFINITIONS

Ensure safe and correct

application of 

disinfectants
and keep out of reach of

children.

CDC Guidance



03

Clean/disinfect frequently-touched surfaces

at least daily and shared objects after each

use

PRACTICING PREVENTION
EXPECTATIONS

01

Daily temperature checks for students and

staff upon entering the building. (See E.O.

20-59)

02

All students and staff shall wash or sanitize

their hands no less than once every hour.

(See E.O. 20-59)

04

Post signage in district to communicate how

to stop the spread. COVID-19 symptoms,

preventative measures including staying

home when sick), 

05

Maintain social distancing of 6 ft when

possible. (See E.O. 20-59)

06

Conduct deep cleaning of schools prior to

students/staff returning; schedule periodic

cleanings when possible. 

07

Water bottles will be provided and only

water bottle filling stations will be used. 

08

Use social media and other communications to

inform parents, students, and staff about COVID-19

symptoms, preventative measures, good hygiene,

and school/district specific protocols 



01

Eating;

03

Children who are not students and are 5

years of age or under;

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 20-59

02

Activities that cannot be safely conducted

with a mask or other face covering;

04

Persons with a medical condition, mental

health condition, or disability that prevents

wearing a face covering;

05

Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing or

communicating with a person who is deaf or

hard of hearing, where the ability to see the

mouth is essential for communication;

06

Persons for whom wearing a face covering

would create a risk to the person related to

their work.

Exceptions will be made for:

face coverings for all students, faculty, staff, vendors, and other

visitors to public or private K-12 school buildings or facilities.

FACE MASKS IN ADHERENCE TO



hand sanitizer

Provide hand sanitizer for students

and bus drivers

social distancing

Students are expected to maintain

social distancing for bus stops,

loading/unloading students

to minimize congregation of children

from different households

face masks

Provide face masks for bus drivers;

mandate students to wear

face masks/coverings

disinfect

Clean and disinfect frequently-

touched surfaces on the bus at

least daily

seat spacing

Screen students and bus drivers for

symptoms of illness and

utilize spaced seating (to the extent

practicable)

field trips

Restriction of field trips

TRANSPORTING STUDENTS



when sick

Unwell students or staff will be sent

to the school nurse for further

evaluation. The school nurse will

contact the parents and county

health officials if appropriate. 

signage

Post signage in district to

communicate how to stop the

spread. COVID-19 symptoms,

preventative measures

(including staying home when sick),

good hygiene, and

school/district specific protocols.

Pickup/drop off

Students should maintain social

distancing during pickup and drop

off. Please be patient as there may be

delays as classes are released in

smaller groups.

social distance

Students are expected to maintain

social distancing upon entering the

building.

visitors

Call front office before

entering, screening visitors,

requesting use of face

coverings/masks, etc. Restrict

nonessential visitors and

volunteers.

ENTERING SCHOOL BUILDINGS



isolate

Isolate and evaluate.

Send home if

showing signs of

Covid-19.

privacy

Consider safety and

privacy concerns

(confidentiality

should be

maintained).

ENTERING SCHOOL BUILDINGS

temp
checks

Take temperatures

before entering

buildings.

Student and staff
screenings



clean hands

Student hand washing before and after

meal service; provide hand sanitizer for

students and staff.

tableware

Use disposable plates, utensils, etc. (to

the extent that is practical).

social distancing

Students to maintain social distancing

upon entering the cafeteria and in

serving lines.

disinfect

Conduct cleaning of cafeterias and

high-touch surfaces

throughout the school day.

SERVING MEALS



Transitioning

Limit mixing between groups (to the extent

practical)

FOR CLASS CHANGES AND OTHER
TRANSITIONS THROUGHOUT THE
SCHOOL DAY:

Limit locker use - stagger locker release time

for middle and high school. 

Have the same group of students stay with

the same staff (all day for young children

and as much as feasible for older children)



Conducting 

Large Groups

or 

Gatherings

open spaces

Identify and utilize large spaces (i.e.

gymnasiums, auditoriums, outside

spaces – as weather permits) for social

distancing

activities

Follow Kansas High School Activities

Association guidelines for sporting events and

practices

social groups

Discourage the congregation of students in

parking lots and common areas

schedule

Stagger the schedule for large group

gatherings (i.e. recess and school meals)



check-ins
The school nurse will conduct

regular check-ins with

vulnerable students and staff. 

Protecting Vulnerable

Populations

communicate
Establish communication with

the Franklin County Health

Department.

distance learning
Allow students to use remote learning.

Encourage vulnerable students to utilize

this option. 

privacy
Adhere to FERPA and HIPPA

requirements. 




