
2020-2021 
The details on this document are subject to change as directives are provided by  

governing authorities and/or health officials or as environmental conditions 
change. 

Student and Parent Safety Protocols 
General 

The New Waverly Independent School District will hold in-school instruction with 
safety and  COVID-19 prevention measures in place.  

Although there are no strategies to completely eliminate transmission risk in schools, we are  
committed to keep transmission as low as possible in order to safely continue school. 

Screening and Isolation 
Screening Protocols 

● Staff will be required to self-screen for COVID-19 symptoms prior to reporting to work each
day.

● Parents must not send a child to school on campus if the child has COVID-19 symptoms (as
listed in this document) or is lab-confirmed with COVID-19.

● All students will be screened for COVID-19 symptoms regularly and individuals who present
with symptoms will be separated and sent home.

● Teachers will monitor students and refer to the nurse if symptoms are present.

New Waverly ISD Parent and Student Protocols



Isolation Protocols 

Student Displaying COVID-19 Symptoms 

● When a student has displayed symptoms of COVID-19, the school nurse will provide a clinical
assessment to determine if and when a student needs to be sent home.

● Schools must immediately separate any student who shows COVID-19 symptoms while at
school until the student can be picked up by a parent/guardian.

● District communication will be provided to the parents of students who came in contact with a
COVID-19 positive student or staff member.

● Each campus will establish a dedicated space for symptomatic individuals who are waiting to
go home. The designated space should accommodate social distancing for multiple individuals
if needed.

● Each campus will ensure that symptomatic students who are waiting to be picked up remain
under the visual supervision of a staff member (e.g. school nurse) and social distancing is
observed.

● Both the symptomatic student and the supervising adults should wear a cloth face covering or
a surgical mask.

Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19 

● Students who have tested positive for COVID-19 will be required to submit a letter of good
health from a physician's office prior to returning to school.

● Students who come into close contact with a COVID-19 positive individual will be asked to self-
quarantine for 14 days and may not return to campus during that time.

● Close contact is defined as:

○ being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while not
wearing a mask or face shield); or

○ being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not wearing a mask or
face shield;

○ if either occurred at any time in the last 14 days at the same time the infected individual
was infectious.

COVID-19 Symptoms 

In evaluating whether an individual has symptoms consistent with COVID-19, consider the 
following questions.  Have they recently begun experiencing any of the following in a way that is  not 
normal for them?  

● Feeling feverish or a measured temperature greater than or equal to 100.0 degrees
Fahrenheit

● Loss of taste or smell
● Cough
● Difficulty breathing
● Shortness of breath
● Headache



● Chills
● Sore throat
● Shaking or exaggerated shivering
● Significant muscle pain or ache
● Diarrhea

Face Coverings 
Students (as developmentally-appropriate and per CDC guidelines), staff and visitors will wear 
a  face mask/covering when entering a NWISD facility, in common areas such as hallways and 
cafeteria, when not eating, and social distancing is not possible. 

NWISD is developing schematics for classrooms to achieve social distancing for students and  
teachers however that may not be possible in all classrooms. When social distancing is not  
possible, students and teachers will wear a face covering.  Failure to comply with Face Covering 
mandates will be considered as violation of Code of Conduct.  
Students’ individual needs will be addressed on a case-by-case basis. Requests for  
accommodations should be submitted to campus administration. 

Campus Visitors 
To minimize foot traffic in the building and to allow for adequate physical distancing for  students, 
no visitors are allowed in the building without an appointment. These restrictions may 
loosen as the year progresses. 

● Parents must drop off their students without entering the building.
● Until further notice, outside food may not be brought to the school, this includes birthday

celebrations. Cafeterias will still provide options for cookies for student birthdays. As always,
parents may choose to have their children opt out of any food.

● Students may bring their own lunch at the beginning of the day.
● All individuals who enter the building will be required to wear a face covering. Individuals who

proceed beyond the reception area will follow specific guidelines for visitors.

○ All visitors will be subject to screening by way of a symptom screening form.
○ The use of virtual meetings will be considered before scheduling in person sessions.
○ Visitors and staff will maintain physical distancing for other required meetings in

smaller conference areas and will be required to wear masks.

Disinfecting and Hand Sanitizing 

Hand Washing/Sanitizing Expectations 
● Alcohol-based hand sanitizer will be available at the main entry to the campus, in

classrooms, in the cafeteria and in common areas throughout the campus.
● Students will be expected to regularly wash or sanitize their hands.



● Requirement for hand washing and/or use of NWISD provided hand sanitizer:

○ Use hand sanitizer upon entry to classroom and periodic teacher reminders during
instructional day.

○ Thorough hand washing upon return from outdoors, before eating, following restroom
breaks.

Campus Cleaning and Disinfecting 

Daily Campus Cleaning 

● Each classroom and restroom will be disinfected daily.
● All high touch areas will be disinfected daily.
● Cleaning cloths will be changed for each classroom and common area to maximize room to

room cleanliness.
● Custodians will wear masks and gloves during work hours.
● The cafeteria will be disinfected between lunch periods.
● Staff will have access to disinfectant to sanitize working surfaces and shared objects after

each use and during breaks in instruction.

Bus Transportation 
● When possible, the district encourages families to drop students off, carpool, or walk with their

student to school to reduce possible virus exposure on buses.
● All buses will have a hand sanitizer station mounted at the front of the bus. Each person

entering the bus will be required to apply Hand Sanitizer as they board the bus.
● Drivers/Monitors will be provided with a mask to wear at all times while transporting students.
● It is recommended that all students (for whom it is developmentally appropriately) wear a mask

on the bus.
● When the temperature is acceptable, windows will be open to allow for circulation of fresh air.

Fresh air vents on top of the bus will be open at all times.
● Buses will be thoroughly disinfected after each route. Windows will be left open throughout the

day in between runs for additional ventilation.

Breakfast and Lunch 
To minimize foot traffic in the building and to allow for adequate physical distancing for students  
during eating periods, no outside food deliveries, even by parents, will be accepted and there  will be 
no visitors allowed in the cafeteria. These restrictions may loosen as the year progresses; however, it 
is important to allow campus staff the flexibility to spread students throughout  common areas so that 
social distancing is possible. 



● All meals will be served from the cafeteria. Students may have meals in the cafeteria or in the
classroom, based on campus direction.

● Cafeteria and serving areas will be cleaned between uses.
● Breakfast and lunch menus and serving procedures will be modified to minimize student

interaction during the serving line.
● Cafeteria, serving, and eating areas will be cleaned between uses.
● All NWISD child nutrition staff will use face coverings/masks and gloves while performing job

responsibilities and will be trained to practice health and hygiene regulations.

Arrival, Dismissal, and Transition 
Parents are asked to assist campus staff in the implementation of arrival and dismissal plans. 
When transporting or walking children to school, please follow all signage, drop off and pick up  children 
at the appropriate locations, and quickly exit the parking lots. 
the appropriate locations, and quickly exit the parking lots. 

● Parents will not be permitted to walk students inside the school building
● Students will be prescreened upon entry to campus for temperature.  Any student running a

temperature in excess of 100.0 will be examined by nurse/staff.
● Designated entry doors may be propped open for no-touch entry. Any open doors will be

continuously monitored by staff to stop unauthorized access and to monitor for threats.
● Each group of students will be directed to a designated location prior to the start of school.
● Hand sanitizer stations will be placed at entrances, exits and common areas throughout the

building. Students will be encouraged to sanitize hands at entry and exit of all classrooms and
buildings.

● All areas of the building (gym, cafeteria, larger classrooms, common areas, etc.) will be
utilized to limit the size of student groupings.

● Dismissal exit points will be established.
● Parents picking up students during the day will call ahead so that students can be sent or

accompanied to parent vehicles upon arrival.
● Students will be released directly from their classroom whenever possible.
● Transition time of students will be limited as much as possible during the school day.

Classroom Configurations and Procedures 
NWISD will adhere to any State or County executive orders. It is our promise to maintain a warm  
and inviting learning environment in our classrooms while simultaneously following health  
guidelines.  
Each campus will have the following: 

● Visual reminders of distancing requirements in all classrooms, marking off areas for
common spaces and distancing best practices.

● Access to alcohol-based hand sanitizer.
● Access to disinfectant supplies to sanitize working surfaces.
● Desks or tables will be socially distanced as much as instructionally possible.
● Shared supplies will be limited and cleaned between uses.



○ Based on district guidance, teachers will develop, teach, and implement procedures that:
○ Limit student movement within the classroom such as turning in assignments, materials

being passed out, etc.
○ Establish student responsibilities to clean personal areas and materials/supplies.
○ Reinforce hand washing protocols and intermittent use of hand sanitizer.
○ Reduce the use of large table seating in classrooms and replace with desks when

possible.
○ Limit the number of students per table to provide as much social distancing as possible.
○ Locked doors will be propped open between classes to minimize contact with doors and

door handles by students and staff entering or exiting classrooms whenever possible.
○ Table dividers will be implemented in elementary classes and shared spaces such as lab

tables

Restrooms and Water Fountains
Students’ physical needs are extremely important. Social distancing and hand washing will remain the 
priorities during restroom breaks.  Because water fountains have shared surfaces, they will be 
converted to water filling stations. 
Students should bring water bottles that can be filled at a water filler station.  A system will be  
implemented to identify the number of occupants utilizing each restroom to mitigate the chance  of 
exceeding maximum occupants per social distancing. 

Extracurricular and Student Organization Activities 

Extracurricular/Co-curricular activities, practices and competitions will be conducted following  
safety protocols provided by NWISD, University Interscholastic League (UIL), and the Texas  
Education Agency (TEA). As new information is shared, NWISD will continue to post updates on  
social media and the district website.   

Physical Education 
Whenever possible, physical education classes will be held outside to allow for maximum social  
distancing between students.   

● Visual markers will be on the gym floor and bleachers as reminders of social distancing rules.
● Locker room and class size will be determining factors when it comes to dressing out for

secondary physical education classes.
● Students will be placed in smaller, appropriate groups for instruction and activities for

appropriate social distancing.
● Students will need to provide their own water bottles.
● Any activities bringing students into close physical contact will be avoided.
● Activities requiring multiple students to touch or handle the same equipment will be avoided.
● Sanitizing areas and access to handwashing will be provided.




