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Aim for Excellence – Anytime, Anywhere
We believe that at the heart of learning lies great teaching. And we
truly believe that working together with our students, parents and
teachers we can overcome many of the obstacles that have been
placed in our way. It won’t be easy, but nothing worthwhile in life ever
is. There is simply no substitute for in-person learning and it is our
mission to provide you with a safe place for your student to learn.

No “Easy” or “ Right” Answers
We want our l e a r n i n g c o m m u n i t y to know that we don’t believe
that there are any “right” answers in this moment, but we do believe
that there are “best” and “reasonable” answers in this moment. We
developed these plans based upon what we know at this moment,
but also want you to know that we are going to be quick to adjust
as guidelines and rules given to us by the Illinois State Board of Education and Illinois State Department of Health change.

Key Commitments to Effectively Opening
School in the fall


As a learning community we need to commit to monitoring the
wellness of our students and staff and to keep those who do
not feel well at home. Student & Staff safety is our #1 concern.



At Unity High school we will need to ensure that we are consistently cleaning and sanitizing our buildings and buses.



At Unity we believe it is important to develop a plan that effectively monitors any possible increase in illness within the district, while maintaining respect for the privacy of our families
and staff.



We believe it is important to for us to deliver instruction in the
classroom and to the home simultaneously, allowing parents
to choose which option best suits their needs.
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#1 Student & Staff Safety
ISBE Guidelines and Regulations prohibit the use of any type of attendance incentive programs or rewards . As a result, Unity High School will not be using its attendance incentive
program for the 2020-2021 school term. All students will take finals at the conclusion of the
semester and they will take place during normal class time, not to exceed 50 minutes.

REDUCING THE SPREAD OF
ILLNESS
At home attentiveness to the wellness of our children is essential to
the safety of our staff and students,
and to the continuity of learning in
our school system. We need a commitment from every family and every
staff member to be attentive to

symptoms related to COVID-19. If
there is any uncertainty, we need
students and staff to stay home until
those symptoms are resolved. We
recognize the inconvenience and
know staff and students have historically come to school knowing they
are sick. We need to accept the temporary inconvenience of t h is for the
long term predictability of our school
year.

Health Expectations & Student Attendance
Should I send my child to school today?
We believe that in order for us to open in the fall, the single most important
accommodation that can be made is to keep those who are ill at home until they
are well. We believe that temperature checks at home are essential. As a community, we need to commit to this daily effort and need to trust one another in
the effort.

WHEN SHOULD I KEEP MY CHILD AT HOME?
In addition to what is currently listed in the school handbook, we are asking parents and guardians to monitor their children on a daily basis for COVID-19 symptoms.
Please keep your child at home if he/she has any of the following symptoms:
Temperature at or above 100.4
COVID Symptomatic:
Cough
Shortness of breath
Loss of taste or smell Nausea / Vomiting
Diarrhea

If there is any doubt, there is no doubt,
please keep students home.
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#1 Student & Staff Safety Procedures Continued
Parents will be asked to self-certify that all students are symptom free before they are allowed on the buses. During registration please inform the secretaries if your student
rides the bus.
 All students/staff will be temperature checked every day prior to entering the building.
Carts have been set up with shields, disinfectants, rubber gloves, masks and digital thermometers.
 All students are expected to wash hands upon arrival at school, after using the restroom,
before eating, after recess, and PE, and other activities outside of the classroom.
 Hand sanitizer will be widely available.
 All students and teachers will be required to wear a mask as per ISBE guidelines. Students will be provided breaks.
 ISBE has provided masks for all students and staff. Mr. Larson has also purchased light
face sleeves for all staff as well as clear face shields for all teachers should they choose
to use them. Students and teachers may also wear their own clean and appropriate face
masks.
 Plexi-Glass shields have been ordered and will be in place for the main office, counseling
office, counselor’s offices, social work office, media center & cafeteria. In addition, any
teacher who would like to have a plexi-glass shield at their teaching station will have one.
 Social distancing in school will include classroom seating as far apart as possible, no
groupings/gatherings of more than 50 individuals at any one time, single direction hallways, staggered passing times and staggered bus times.
 Class sizes have been reduced through the use of plan periods and the zero hour. Reducing class sizes on average 5-6 students per period. (Avg. Class size 17)
 Student desks & learning stations will face one direction limiting student contact.
 Student lockers will not be used.
 Students will be allowed to bring their own water bottles and may use them as per usual
utilizing our bottle dispensing water fountains. Under no circumstances should they
share them with other students.
 Signs will be placed at the entrances and throughout the building encouraging proper
health practices and reiterating ISBE guidelines.
 Faculty & Staff will provide instruction on the proper use of masks, hand washing, social
distancing and they signs of Covid-19 like symptoms.
 Students will maintain and utilize their own school supplies.
 Disinfecting wipes will be readily available for students and staff use throughout the day.
 Unity High School will provide a supervised quarantine space for students/staff who are
experiencing Covid-19 like symptoms.
 Medically exempted students approved by the administration will be provided remote
learning.
⇒ PE. Outside PE is preferred when possible. PE can include only those activities in
which students
can social distance. Masks are not required when outside. Shared equipment must be
disinfected between classes.
⇒ Breakfast/Lunch. Bringing breakfast/lunch from home is recommended when possible.
Students will pick up breakfast/lunch in the cafeteria and eat breakfast in their homerooms.
Lunch will be GRAB and GO at the end of the day. Refrigerators/microwaves are not
available for student use.
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Communication with Families
Updates will be provided as needed regarding modification of the return to school plan.
COVID19 Pos-itive Tests. Individuals with a positive COVID19 test will not be named by the
school, but the class-room and grade level of the individual, the date of the positive test, when
symptoms began, and the timeline for return will be shared in order to provide some ease of
mind for all involved.

Mental Health
Counseling services will continue to be provided. For all students in need. Social workers,
guidance counselors, and administration are also available as needed to assist with these
concerns.
Parents are reminded to pay close attention to student behaviors and stressors during these
difficult times and communicate with teachers and administration as needed to ensure the best
possible out-come for student success.

Training and Professional Development
We will use August 17th & 18th to discuss and train faculty and staff on the start of school
protocols. Additional time during the week will be provided for professional development and
collaboration to as-sist in best practices related to remote learning.

Curriculum and Material
Knowing that remote learning took place for the last quarter of the 2019-20 school year we will
assess where students are and take them from that starting point. New material will be
presented as we move through the school year. • Grading. Grading will be as normal as regular
school learning. Coursework is expected to be assigned, completed, and graded.

Special Education Services
Students who receive special education services will continue to receive those services and
support in keeping with Individual Education Plans and Remote Learning Plans. This will apply
whether in-person or through remote/virtual learning. Please contact Special Education
Director, Jannah Sudduth-Motolla at sudduthj@unity.k12.il.us with any questions.

Other Areas and Considerations
⇒ Athletics.

Guidelines will be followed from IDPH on athletics practices, travel, and contests.
Information on schedules and schedule changes will be forthcoming but will likely change up to
the day of the contest. Further information will be shared once it is finalized.
⇒ Music. Outdoor marching band may continue with appropriate social distancing. Chorus may
hold
class with social distancing. Masks are required for indoor choral classes.
⇒ Fieldtrips. No offsite school ground field-trips will be allowed until further notice.
⇒ Visitors and Volunteers. No external visitors or volunteers will be allowed until further notice.
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#2 Building & Bus Cleaning Protocols
Routine cleaning and disinfecting is key to maintaining a safe environment for faculty, students, and staff. We will use CDC guidelines for cleaning and disinfecting community facilities as a framework for our practice.
Signs will be placed at the entrances and throughout the building encouraging proper health
practices and reiterating ISBE guidelines.












All cleaning agents used at Unity High School have been approved for use by the Illinois
Department of Public Health and will be citrus scent free, taking into account students
who may be allergic.
Two Portable disinfectant misters have been purchased for the building and all high traffic
areas will be misted before school, in between periods and after school as well as a thorough nightly cleaning.
All student learning centers will be cleaned between every class.
All restrooms will be cleaned between every period.
All restrooms have been equipped with paper towels, hand dryers and disinfectant soap.
Frequently touched surfaces (including door handles, light switches, pencil sharpeners,
keyboards, phones, tablets, toys, handrails, water fountains, countertops, faucet handles,
bathroom door handles, sinks, etc.) will be disinfected
periodically throughout the day.
Every effort will be taken to ensure that the building is properly cleaned.

Transportation
Our buses will be sanitized after every trip as a part of our drivers post trip Inspection process.
 Masks or face coverings will be required for all students riding the bus.
 An emphasis will be placed on family members sitting together.
 Arrivals and Dismissals will be staggered to reduce student contact.


.

Food Service
Students entering the building in the morning will be allowed to grab a breakfast prior to
reporting to their homerooms. Students leaving in the afternoon will be offered a Grab &
Go lunch. Staggered arrivals and departures coupled with Grab and Go breakfasts and
lunches will reduce use of the cafeteria and student groups exceeding 50.
 Both Breakfast & Lunches will need to be paid for by students.
 We would encourage families in need to sign up for the federal free and reduced lunch
program. See our website or the secretaries at registration for more information.
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#3 The Unit #7 plan to effectively monitor any
possible increase in illness within the district,
while maintaining respect for the privacy of our
families and staff.
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#4 EMPOWERING FAMILIES TO MAKE
THEIR BEST EDUCATIONAL CHOICE
In order to provide a reasonable choice for our parents/students and to make the implementation manageable for our staff, we are going to provide simultaneously two learning opportunities.
Option # 1 is for those families wishing to attend in-person learning, we will be running a daily early dismissal schedule to facilitate 4 hours of in-person learning with 1
hour of remote learning.
Option #2 We are going to leverage a third party vendor (Educere) to provide a virtual
learning opportunity for our students. This option may require more from our parents
and students to successfully participate from home but we have used this option in
the past with good success.
If families need assistance to secure reliable internet, devices, or teaching manipulatives, we are
committed to assisting in that process. Unity High School has recently purchased an additional
250 chrome books and in conjunction with our existing inventory, plan to distribute a chrome
book to every high school student, in effective, creating a scenario where we are 1 to 1 with technology. These are machines that would be issued to students and students would not share
these with others, also being allowed to take them home each day. We have also ordered hot
spots for those students who do not have access to the internet.

OPTION #1 AT SCHOOL ENROLLMENT
Students will register for in person learning and attend school each day for 4 hours of in-person
instruction combined with 1 hour of remote learning.
Online registration beings August 3rd
HS walk-in registration is August 4th from 12 to 7 & August 5th from 7:30 to 2:00
Families are strongly encouraged to complete online registration.
We intend to leverage the AAP, IDPH, and CDC guidelines to most appropriately provide for
the well- being of our students and staff while in attendance.
 In the event of a spike in COVID positive cases or a state-wide closure, we will revert to remote learning provided by our high school teachers.
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IN-PERSON/REMOTE LEARNING
12:20 PM DISMISSAL
Unity High School

Arriving students grab a breakfast and head straight to their homerooms

A-WEEK (These Classes meet M/W/F)

(T/TR on B week)

Home Room

7:45 to 8:20

1ST PERIOD

8:20 to 9:00

2ND PERIOD

9:10 to 10:00

3RD PERIOD

10:10 to 11:00

4TH PERIOD

11:10 to 12:00

LUNCH

12:00 to 12:20

BUS PICKUP

12:20 to 12:30

Home room each day will be your 1st Hour Class or 0 Hour Class. Students will report to school, grab
their breakfast and quickly report to class. Passing times have been extended to 10 minutes and students will be released in 2 minute increments to reduce the # of students in the hallways. Students
will be released in small groups to pick up their bagged lunches as they head for the buses. Bus
pickups will be staggered to alleviate large groups of students waiting for the buses.

B-WEEK (These Classes meet M/WF) (T/TR on A week)

Home Room

7:45 to 8:20

0 PERIOD

8:20 to 9:00

5th PERIOD

9:10 to 10:00

6th PERIOD

10:10 to 11:00

7th PERIOD

11:10 to 12:00

LUNCH

12:00 to 12:20

BUS PICKUP

12:20 to 12:30

Band students will alternate between 1st & 0 hours as they have done in the past. All classes begin
at 8:20. All students have been assigned a “0” hour class to reduce class sizes and many students
have been given a Study Hall that did not have one before to help with guided remote learning. All
Parkland students will be placed into 3rd, 4th, 6th, & 7th hour classes to facilitate Parkland’s
Schedule.
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OPTION #2 REMOTE LEARNING
Remote learning for all students choosing this option will be provided through a third party vendor (Educere) and paid for by Unit 7 Schools. Many of our students are already familiar with
Educere as we use them for summer school credit recovery. https://www.educere.net/


Parents/guardians will make a choice for in-person or remote learning at registration.
Choosing all-day remote learning will be a decision that is in place for the entire first semester (through the last day of school in December).



At the end of first semester, parents/guardians will have the opportunity to choose inperson learning for their students during the second semester.



Guidance Counselors will work with all students to register them for classes and monitor
their progress. All grades and credits earned will be placed on the students transcripts
and will count towards a students G.P.A. & Class Rank. All courses are NCAA approved.



Students who choose remote the remote learning option will still be eligible to take part
in all Unity High School extra-curricular as per ISBE guidelines sent July 27th.

All District Remote Learning
If in-person instruction is begun at the beginning of the year, any student who chooses remote learning/virtual learning at registration will remain with the district selected vendor for
the semester. If the year starts with remote learning, then instructions will be provided for
all students by Unit Seven Schools employees in the following format:
Students are expected to attend and participate in remote learning just like they would during a typical school day.

Students will follow their assigned schedules for UHS with a combination of Google Classroom, online textbook work, teacher-made Google Slides, video lectures, and Google
Meets and/or Zoom for Education interactions.
Teachers will post a cohesive set of weekly information, expectations and assignments on
the last day of the school week for the following week.
All students' work will be assigned and turned in through the Google Classroom. Grades
and attendance will be required.
Families who do not have Wi-Fi access will be provided with information as to how to access free Wi-Fi in the community and when feasible, hot spots will be made available.
The school will coordinate Chromebook checkout for those families who have indicated a
need at registration. Logins, passwords, and instructions to help students access email,
online textbook codes, etc. will be provided to parents/guardians.
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