
LESSON PLAN FORM CROSSETT MIDDLE SCHOOL 

SUBJECT: Literacy GRADE: 7 LESSON #: 2: Science 

or Fiction? 

TEACHER: Dickerson SCHOOL YEAR: 2013-

2014 

DATE SUBMITTED: 10/21/13 

LEARNING CONTEXT: What is the purpose, objective, or focus of the learning experience, including the learning 

standard(s) and the specific performance indicators being assessed? Where does this experience fit in the school or 

course curriculum? What do students need to know and/or be able to do to succeed with this learning experience? 

Purpose of the learning experience(s): The purpose of this learning experience is to introduce levels of learning, 

levels of meaning, and behaviors conducive to the learning experience. 

 

Specific Reading Purpose for this Lesson: The students will learn why levels of meaning are important in reading 

as an introduction to reading skills necessary for comprehension as we begin our study of story elements. 

 

 

Specific Writing Purpose for the Lesson: The students will write to given prompts.  This will be used as a pre-

assessment for the teacher’s understanding of the students’ current ability to write to support claims with clear 

reasons and relevant evidence.  

 

Students Need to Know: 

RL.7.1    Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text. 

W.7.2     Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 

through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content. 

SL.7.5     Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify claims and findings and 

emphasize salient points 

L.7.1       Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when writing or 

speaking. 
OUTLINE AND TIMELINE: Outline the major aspects of the lesson, state the amount of time for preparation and 

implementation (length of class period and number of days to implement the lesson). 

The lessons will be provided in five 85 minute lessons over a two week period: 

Bell Work:  10 minutes 

DGP:  15 minutes 

Mini-lesson:  20 minutes 

Block:  30 minutes 

Closure/ Exit Slip:  5 minutes 
PROCEDURE: Describe, in narrative form, your actions and the actions of students including how the learning 

experience supports student progress toward attainment of the learning standards, reflects current scholarship in 

your field and "best" classroom practice, and incorporates technology (when used). 

Lesson 1:  Monday 10/21/13  

Mini lesson/Block: 

 DGP Lessons 3,4, & 5: Sentence 6 

 Introduction of CCSS Unit 2 “Science or Fiction”  

 Make insert for interactive notebook and take notes pertaining to essential question and enduring 

understanding 

 “What if” video 

 The Fun They Had by Isaac Asimov 

Closure:  Brainstorm some types of technology that exist that would have been extremely foreign 50 years ago.  

Lesson 2: Wednesday 10/23/13  
DGP quiz: Sentence 6 

Mini lesson/Block:   

 Discuss TLI Narrative Writing Performance Task that gives an excerpt from the Science fantasy novel, A 



Wrinkle in Time and the Science fiction short story, “All Summer in a  Day” 

 Students will begin writing their own science fiction short story or scene. 

 This activity serves as practice since their Semester Project will require students to write a narrative also.   

 Closure:  Brainstorm at least two types of science fiction technology that you could include in your short 

story.  

Lesson 3: Friday- 10/25/13 

Bellwork:  DGP Lessons 1&2: Sentence 7 

Mini lesson & Block:   

 •Read the poem “Frankenstein” by Edward Field. Look for elements of poetry (including repetition) in 

the poetry.  

 Discuss figurative language in the poem. Ask how this poem could fit into the genre of science fiction. 

Discuss the author’s message. Compare this to the message/theme of other stories read.”  Discuss the 

lesson this teaches about the nature of humans.  

Closure:  Student answer: What makes science fiction unique?  

Lesson 4: Tuesday- 10/29/13 

Bellwork: DGP 3,4, & 5: Sentence 7 

Minilesson & Block:   

 Students will continue reading and discussing novels. Students will trace the development of the theme 

through the story and discuss characterization in the stories. In journals, continue noting key elements 

from their respective stories. 

 Watch this clip from Star Trek. Tell students to watch for at least 2 examples of technology in the clip 

that did not exist in the 1960’s when this show was televised. (Disks that store movies and time travel.) 

Talk about which one could happen and which one, as of now, cannot.  

 Explain that this week we will be looking for the scientific facts behind science fiction.  Talk about how 

a show like this or other works of science fiction could inspire people to invent things.  

 Watch the Bing Video “10 Things Science Fiction Got Right”.  In small groups or as a class, discuss the 

2 videos.  

 Make inferences the impact of science on inventions 

 Closure:  How can science fiction influence the invention of new technologies? 

Lesson 5:  Thursday- 10/31/13 

Bellwork:  DGP quiz: Sentence 7 

Minilesson & Block:   

 Visit the PBS time travel website as a class to talk more about time travel. 

  Have students respond in writing to the information on the website comparing it to the time travel 

portrayed in the Star Trek clip. 

  Students will work in groups to create arguments for or against the possibility of time travel. Groups can 

make speeches explaining their side. Students should evaluate the soundness of the reasoning of their 

classmates’ speeches.  

Closure:  How are you going to incorporate believable elements into your sci-fi scene? 

Lesson 6:  Monday- 11/4/13 

Bellwork:  DGP Lessons 1&2: Sentence 8 

Minilesson & Block:   

 Read all or part of ”Sound of Thunder” by Ray Bradbury.  

 Student will look for imaginary technologies in the stories and create a T-Chart listing technologies in 

these stories and in other examples of science fiction stories, books, or movies.  

http://www.lasalle.edu/~didio/courses/hon462/hon462_assets/sound_of_thunder.htm


 Lists should include time travel, aliens on earth, life on other planets, travel through space, etc. 

Closure:   

Lesson 7:  Wednesday- 11/6/13 

Bell work: none (Library) 

Minilesson & Block:   

 Library Research 

 Students will write/type their Narrative Essay related to their semester test.  

 Essays are also science fiction stories, but they include other requirements from their Science and Social 

Studies courses 

Lesson 8:  Friday- 11/8/13 

Bell work:  DGP Lessons 3,4,5: Sentence 8 

Mini lesson & Block:  -  

 After listening to the original 1938 radio broadcast of The War of the Worlds, discuss the following 

questions: 

 Did the radio play hold your attention? Why or why not?  

 Which techniques were effective in making the audio “come alive”?  

 Were you invested in what happened to any of the characters? Why or why not?  

 Does this remind you of any similar stories/broadcasts you have heard? (RL.7.7, SL.7.1)  

 Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” excerpt 

Closure:  Why do you think that radio still captures people’s attention when they have television? 

Lesson 9:  Tuesday- 11/12/13 

Bellwork:  DGP quiz: Sentence 8 

Minilesson & Block:   

 Watch “The Monsters Are Due on Maple Street” episode of the television series The Twilight Zone. 

Compare and contrast the televised version and the text version. Cite specific evidence from each 

version to support your conclusions.  

 How do you think the characters felt being unfairly judged or threatened? Why do people sometimes 

reach unfair or dangerous conclusions? 

 Using prefixes, suffixes, and roots/ 

Closure:  How will learning about word parts help you in life? 

Lesson 10:  Thursday- 11/14/13 

Bellwork:  DGP Lesson 1&2: Sentence 9 

 Minilesson & Block:  Mini Lesson on Latin/Greek Roots: Words starting with pro- found in the 2 stories 

(professor, protuberance, progress, process, projections) See worksheet “Know your Roots”. These words are 

found in either “Zoo” or “The Rumm.”   

 Closure:  Why is Greek/Latin words important to understand? 

  

Lesson 11:  Monday- 11/18/13 

Bellwork:  DGP Lesson 3,4,&5: Sentence 9 

 Logos, Pathos/ and Ethos lesson 

 Introduction of Persuasive Essay for Semester Project 

Closure:  Which level of persuasion do you feel is most common in TV commercials?  

Lesson 12:  Wednesday- 11/20/13 

https://docs.google.com/file/d/0Bz80yxW5g9kOUmlPQUhWRllSaC1tY0VhUHlwcnJ0Zw/edit


Bellwork:  DGP quiz: Sentence 9 

Minilesson & Block:  Introduce about Stephen Hawking. Share the video: “Dangers from Another World” Discuss how 

believable/reliable his reasons are. Write down responses, then discuss whether Hawking’s comments made anyone 

change their mind or confirm their beliefs. 
Closure:  The teacher will be available as facilitator throughout the class period.  Whole group discussion for 

clarification will culminate the activity. Student work will be taken up. 

Lesson 13:  Friday- 11/22/13 

Bellwork:  DGP Lessons 1&2: Sentence 10 

Minilesson & Block:  End of Unit Assessment 
RESOURCES: List unique resources (human or material) needed to complete this experience successfully, both for 

the student and the teacher. 

 Daily Grammar Practice Handout 

 Daily Grammar Practice Notes 

 ELMO 

 Desktop Computer 

 Smartboard 

 Teacher as facilitator 

 Teacher authored resources 
INSTRUCTIONAL/ENVIRONMENTAL MODIFICATION: Describe the procedures used to accommodate the 

range of abilities in the classroom, including students with disabilities, students with limited English proficiency, or 

bilingual students. 

Students will be given more structure and modeled examples as needed.  Students with IEP’s or 504 plans will 

be given the following modifications and accommodations as needed:  preferential seating, shortened/repeated 

instructions, extended time, alternative location, reduction in class work/homework assignments.  Information 

on students requiring additional modifications will be kept in a secure area in classroom and can be produced 

upon request. 
STUDENT WORK: What products will students produce? Attach examples or photographs of student work 

reflecting different levels of student performance. 

Students will complete DGP activities in class daily. 

Students will complete CCSS recommended activities in class for a grade. 

Essay  

Students will complete formative assessment activities in class daily. 
ASSESSMENT PLAN: Describe the manner in which students are evaluated and reflect on their work. Submit any 

assessment tools used to document student progress (e.g. scoring guides, rating scales, checklists). 

Writing prompt activity for completion points. 

DGP completion monitored daily for points.  

Open response questions 

TLI pretest activities 
RIGOR:  What is the evidence of rigor in this lesson? 

Students will be researching a topic related to the essential question. Research is always a difficult task. Also, 

students will have to present their findings. Students will also be writing a science fiction short story. They must 

develop the characters, setting, plot, and create some type of technology to be inserted in their science fiction 

story.  

OPEN RESPONSE: Address how open response will be utilized throughout this lesson? 

Students will be asked to answer various open ended questions, many of them related to the theme we are 

studying, science fiction. We will also read informational texts and answer open responses related to them.  
RELEVANCE: What is the evidence of relevance in this lesson? 

The students are looking at a genre that they often enjoy, but do not clearly understand. By taking a look at 

Science Fiction, it is my hope that it evokes thinking and questioning that could lead these students into the 

world creating and developing the technology we will use tomorrow.  
REFLECTION: Why was this lesson developed? What did you learn from implementing it? How effective was it? 

Teachers need to reflect on their lesson and self-evaluate how the lesson was implemented. How well did the 



students learn the skills taught in this particular lesson and assignments? Provide evidence of student learning. 

See Lesson Plan after lessons are taught 
 


