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Introduction  
In March 2020, due to an outbreak of COVID-19, Governor Pritzker closed all schools in Illinois for in-
person learning. For the remainder of the spring semester, students engaged in remote learning 
throughout the District. In May of 2020, Governor Pritzker revealed the Restore Illinois Plan, detailing the 
State’s plan for safely reopening our State.  In June of 2020, Governor Pritzker issued Executive Order 
2020-40 which allows for schools within the state of Illinois to reopen for in-person instruction.   

It is important to note that, within this Executive Order, the following guidelines from the Illinois Department 
of Public Health (IDPH) are to be followed: 

• Required use of personal protective equipment (PPE), including face coverings; 

• Prohibition of gatherings of more than 50 people in one space;  

• Requirement that social distancing be observed, as much as possible; 

• Requirement that schools conduct symptom screenings and temperature checks or requirement 
that individuals self-certify that they are symptom free before entering school buildings; and 

• Requirement of increased cleaning and disinfection. 

Following the Governor’s Executive Order, the Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and IDPH issued 
joint guidance to school districts, providing additional recommendations and provisions for the safe 
reopening of schools, for the 2020-2021 school year.     

In accordance with the ISBE and IDPH guidelines, St. Anne School District has developed this SAGS 
Reopening Plan.  The purpose of the reopening plan is to provide our community with an overview of the 
new health and safety protocols that will be in place, a description of the learning models that will be 
available to our students this school year, and to help answer any outstanding questions parents, students 
and staff might have about the District’s plan for safely reopening our schools.   

Learning Models 

Pursuant to ISBE/IDPH Guidance, the District will be offering the following options, for the start of the 
2020-2021 school year: 

1. Blended Remote Learning Environment:  Students will receive approximately four hours of in-
person learning and approximately 1 hour of remote learning each school day.  In person learning 
will include social distancing requirements, modified schedules and students/staff will be required 
to wear a face covering at all times. 

2. Full-Time Remote Learning Environment: Students will receive approximately five hours of 
remote learning through various virtual learning platforms or independent work activities.  
  

Please note, it is our intent is to provide in-person learning to the greatest extent possible, while also taking 
prudent steps to keep our students, staff, and community safe and adhering to any applicable public health 
orders. Our ability to provide in-person learning opportunities will be contingent upon the State and/or 
Region remaining in “Phase 4” of Governor Pritzker’s Restore Illinois Plan.  Should the state or region 
return to a Phase 3, 2 or 1, all students will transition to a Full Time Remote Learning Environment.  

 



1. Public Health  

OVERVIEW  

SAGS has been and will continue its collaboration with the Kankakee County Health Department (KCHD) to 
ensure a safe and healthy learning environment for our students and staff. Regardless of the learning model, 
any person entering SAGS property will be required to follow all public health regulations. Below is an 
explanation of the health regulations we anticipate, based upon current information:  

KEY POINTS  

1.1 Group Gatherings and Social Distancing Requirements  

• Pursuant to IDPH/ISBE’s Joint Guidance, SAGS will limit gatherings of large groups (i.e. gatherings 
of more than 50 people) in one space. A “space” is considered any room or wherever instruction 
takes place, including outside space. Includes large areas – such as gymnasiums and cafeterias. 

• Social Distancing will be in place throughout the school day, as much as possible.  This includes the 
following provisions:    

o Individuals will remain 6 feet (about 2 arms’ length) from other people as much as possible.  
o Large gatherings, such as assemblies and field trips, will be avoided.  
o Social distancing on buses will be maintained, to the greatest extent possible.  
o Social distancing will also be maintained during outdoor activities, such as recess.  Sharing of 

toys and other playground equipment will be limited.    

1.2 Visitors to School Buildings  

• In order to limit large group gatherings and maintain social distancing, SAGS will be limiting visitors 
to the school building. 

• All visitors will be required to adhere to the health and safety protocols detailed herein, including 
adherence to social distancing requirements and the District’s policy requiring use of face coverings.   

  

1.3 Student Arrival, Passing Periods, Dismissal, PE and Band  

○ Arrival – Students will arrive and report directly to their classrooms. 

● Bus arrival will be delayed and students will arrive at 8:00 a.m. 
○ Buses will empty one at a time 

● Car Riders or Walkers will maintain social distancing at all times when arriving and entering 
the school building.   

o To avoid students congregating in common areas, doors will not be open prior to 8:10 
a.m.  We strongly recommend that students are not dropped off prior to 8:10 a.m.  
Car riders and walkers may arrive between 8:10 a.m. and 8:25 a.m. 

● Breakfast will be provided to students in their classrooms.  Lunch will be “grab and go” and 
provided to students at dismissal time.   

● Elementary students will remain in their classrooms as much as possible, when in attendance 
for in-person learning.  
 

○ Passing Periods - Junior High 
● Students will visit locker in the morning only to put away jacket, boots etc.  
● Students will carry backpacks and school supplies with them during the course of the school 

day.   



● Students will move counter-clockwise through hallways.   
● West Stairs will be utilized for “Up” only and East stairs will be utilized for “Down” only.   
● Students will be encouraged to continue to maintain social distancing.  Staff members will be 

on hand to remind students; social distance will be emphasized and students who move from 
room to room will be reminded to keep moving. 

● Hallways will be marked with arrows to show traffic flow etc.      
 

○ Dismissal  

● Students will be dismissed by grade level to avoid social distancing concerns in the hallways.   
○ Walkers and Car riders will be dismissed first, followed by bus riders. 
○ Bus Riders will load the buses by grade level.   
○ Walkers and Car Riders will follow social distancing requirements when exiting the 

school building.   

1.4 Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) and Hygiene Measures  

• Pursuant to IDPH/ISBE Joint Guidance, and Board Policy #4:200 all students, staff, and visitors to 
any of our District facilities will be required to wear a face covering (nose and mouth) at all times, 
unless they are younger than 2 years of age or have trouble breathing, with the necessary medical 
documentation on file.  Face coverings are expected to be worn at all times in all facilities even when 
social distancing is maintained.  

● Disposable face coverings will be on hand for distribution to students if they arrive without a 
face covering.   

● While face coverings are required, consistent with the District’s face covering policy, there 
may be some students and employees who have been approved to utilize alternative options, 
such as a face shield or other reasonable accommodation.  In such situations, the school will 
implement appropriate health and safety procedures consistent with IDPH/ISBE Joint 
Guidance. 

• Gloves are required for Food and Nutrition Services (FNS) workers at all times and other staff 
whenever cleaning or sanitizing an item or surface.  

• Additional signage on how to stop the spread of COVID-19, properly wash hands, promote everyday 
protective measures including face coverings will be on display throughout the school buildings.  

• Consistent scheduled times and procedures will be established throughout the day for increased 
hand washing. 

1.5 Self-Certification and Symptom Screening 

• Only students and staff who are healthy should report to school for in-person learning.  

• Parents/guardians will need to check their students daily for symptoms of COVID-19.  Parents/guardians 
will need to sign and submit a COVID-19 Self-Certification and Verification Form, prior to the first day of 
school.  

• Staff will need to sign and submit a daily COVD-19 Self Certification and Verification Form.  

• Students will also be temperature checked daily, upon arrival at the school building.   

• If any of the following symptoms of COVID-19 are exhibited by staff or students, they should remain at 
home: 

✓ Fever of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher  
✓ Chills 
✓ Cough 
✓ Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 



✓ New loss of taste or smell 
✓ Nausea or vomiting 
✓ Fatigue 
✓ Muscle or body aches 
✓ Congestion or runny nose 
✓ Diarrhea 

• Any visitors to any school or district building will also be required to self-certify that they are symptom 
free, upon entry.   

1.6 Suspected/Confirmed COVID-19 Cases - School Decision Tree  

• Symptomatic staff and students in the building will be sent to an established quarantine space until 
they can safely leave the building. Students who need to be quarantined will be supervised by an 
adult staff member and their parents/guardians will be contacted immediately.  Parents/guardians or 
authorized individuals will be expected to pick up ill students within a reasonable time; students 
exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19 will not be permitted to ride the bus home.  

• Any individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 or is suspected of having COVID-19 may only 
return to school after they have met the CDC guidelines for discontinuing home isolation.  According 
to current CDC guidelines, individuals may return to school/work after (1) at least 10 days have 
passed since symptoms first appeared; (2) at least 24 hours with no fever without fever-reducing 

medication and (3) symptoms have improved. Please note, this criteria is subject to change, 

depending on most current CDC guidelines. 

• Any student or staff who has had close contact with an individual who has tested positive for  
COVID-19 or is suspected of having COVID-19 should isolate at home and monitor symptoms for 14 
days.  “Close contact” means the individual was within 6 feet of the individual who tested positive or 
is suspected of having COVID-19 for more than 15 minutes.  

• Students who are required to quarantine due to COVID-19 exposure will be provided with remote 
learning opportunities, if they are well enough to participate in remote learning.   

• Teachers and staff who are self-quarantining may also continue to work remotely during a 
quarantine due to COVID-19 exposure, if they are well enough to do so, and depending on the 
nature of their specific position.  

• The District will be working with Kankakee County Health Department (KCHD) regarding suspected 
and confirmed cases.  KCHD will assist the SAGS leadership team to determine an appropriate 
course of action for their school on a case-by-case basis.  

1.6 Transmission Mitigation and Cleaning Procedures  

• The District will increase the circulation of outdoor air as much as possible by opening windows and/or 
doors as long as it does not pose a safety or health risk to other students.  

• To the extent possible, students will limit the sharing of all supplies, utensils, devices, toys, books, and 
learning aids.  

• Custodial Services cleaning practices will be focused on cleaning for health, which includes an 
emphasis on disinfecting surfaces where bacteria or viruses are most likely to be transmitted.  

• Hand sanitizer stations have been installed throughout the school buildings, for staff and student use 
throughout the school day.  

• The modified schedule for the fall semester will provide time for additional daily cleaning and sanitizing 
of the school buildings.   

• The Maintenance Department will consult with the district Pandemic Team, Kankakee County Health 
Department (KCHD), and the IDPH to ensure appropriate and timely measures are taken to preserve 
the health and safety of our students, staff, and community.  



2. Academics  

OVERVIEW  

In accordance with ISBE recommendations, SAGS intends to provide in-person learning opportunities, to the 
greatest extent possible.  SAGS will also continue to offer continued remote learning, for students and families 
who choose to continue with this learning model.   

KEY POINTS 

As previously detailed, for the Fall 2020, the District will be offering the following learning models to all students: 

1. Blended Remote Learning Environment:  Students will receive approximately four hours of in-person 
learning and approximately 1 hour of remote learning each school day.  In person learning will include 
social distancing as much as possible, modified schedules and students/staff will be required to wear a 
face covering at all times. 

2. Full-Time Remote Learning Environment: Students will receive approximately five hours of remote 
learning through various virtual learning platforms and independent work activities.  

During blended learning, the in-person learning opportunities will look and be different. When students come to 
school, they will receive instruction that is most effectively delivered in an in-person environment while still 
accessing online resources through Google Classroom, Class Dojo, Zoom, and/or Seesaw. In-person time with 
students will include focused instruction that is directly connected to student needs and the expertise of 
professional educators.  

Remote learning may occur asynchronously and synchronously. “Asynchronous” learning is when instruction 
and learning do not happen at the same time for all learners. The teacher provides learning resources such as 
pre-recorded lessons etc., and tasks in Google Classroom, and/or Seesaw. Students access learning at a time 
that works for them and their family. “Synchronous” learning is an approach where teachers and students are 
engaged online in learning at the same time. The teacher provides learning resources and tasks through video-
conferencing enabled through Google Classroom, Zoom, and/or Seesaw during a specific time. 

Parents/guardians who select the Full-Time Remote Learning Environment will be required to adhere to remote 
learning for the entirety of the first quarter.   

2.1 Attendance 

• Daily attendance and engagement of students is vital to the success of our students.  

• We will continue to follow our standard attendance procedures of contacting parents/guardians of any 
student not in attendance.  The District is considering utilizing TeacherEase and or Google Forms for 
daily attendance for remote learners.   
 

2.2. Grading/Homework 

• According to ISBE guidelines, SAGS will be returning to our traditional Board-approved grading policy.   

• SAGS staff and administrators will be working closely with students and families to ensure our students 
have the necessary tools, technology and supports to complete all assignments, take assessments, and 
complete projects in a timely manner.  
 



2.3  Assessments  

• SAGS will adhere to the State and District-wide assessment schedule for local assessments (i.e. MAP, 
IAR, ISA etc.). 

• As information becomes available, assessment dates will be posted on the District website and included 
in the District-wide calendar. 

• Administrators and teachers will prioritize identifying grade-level standards that students did not cover 
during the previous school year, due to the pandemic, and develop intervention strategies to address 
areas of concern.  

 

2.4  Technology 

    This school year, the IT Department will prioritize the following, to support our students’ success:  

• Ensuring that all students and staff have access to a working device (Chromebook, Tablet, laptop, 
desktop computer, or other); 

• Parent/Guardians and Students will agree to the acceptable use policy for any devices utilized for 
blended and remote learning.    

• Collaborating with various departments, community partners, businesses, and others, as needed, in 
problem-solving efforts to ensure all students and staff have reliable internet access to complete their 
school work remotely;  

• Supporting SAGS students and their families, and our staff as they utilize our core digital learning tools 
and existing system applications (see the additional resources section for these);  

• Modifying existing tools and applications to meet the needs of remote and Blended environments;  

• Optimizing efficiencies and minimizing changes that will impact our existing tools and applications to 
provide stability across our system for all end users;  

• Introducing new tools and applications in a way that continues to offer flexibility, but also moves toward 
a model of standardization to provide more robust support for an overall portfolio of systems that are 
secure, stable, and effective.  

 

2.5  Special Education 

SAGS is committed to providing a free appropriate public education to all students with disabilities in the 

District, in accordance with ISBE guidelines.  Collaboration with students and families has always been 

an integral part of the special education process and continues to be essential during this time.   

• To address the unique needs of our students with disabilities, special education providers will 

continue to work with families to determine appropriate supports and services to students, both in 

remote and in-person learning environments.  

• SAGS will continue to adhere to required timelines for 504 plans, annual IEP meetings and 

required evaluations.  In light of continued health and safety considerations, the District will 

continue to conduct 504 and IEP meetings via remote platforms (i.e. through teleconference or 

videoconference), to the extent possible.   

• Each student’s special education provider(s) will prepare an Individualized Remote Learning 

Plan (ILRP) detailing the services and supports to be provided to the student in the remote 

learning environment.  For students participating in Blended learning, the ILRP will detail the 

services to be provided for the remote portion of their day.  Should the entire District need to 



transition to a fully remote environment, the ILRP will also detail the supports and services that 

will be provided to the student in that scenario.   

• Parents/guardians who have questions or concerns regarding their student’s special education 

services are encouraged contact their student’s Case Manager or the SAGS Special Education 

Coordinator.  

2.6  Student Use of Virtual Platforms 

SAGS staff will be providing students with a number of web-based opportunities through various virtual 

platforms, including Google Classroom, Zoom, SeeSaw, etc.  In addition, the District may also utilize 

livestreaming and recording of in-person classes, which may include class discussions and student 

participation, and provide access to live streaming lessons and/or recorded lessons for students 

participating remotely and/or in-person, but in a separate location for health and safety purposes. School 

staff will be communicating with families as to when videoconferencing, livestreaming and recorded 

lessons will be available.  

In order to support student success utilizing these virtual platforms, we would suggest the following tips:  

• Ensure the student is in a quiet location, with a designated work space and/or using headphones. 

• Ensure the student’s device is not facing a public space. 

Additionally, we ask that students and parents/guardians maintain any information learned about other 

students in a confidential manner.  This includes maintaining information related to student participation 

in livestream class lessons and prerecorded class lessons in a confidential manner.  No 

videoconferencing session, or livestreaming or prerecorded lesson may be recorded or redistributed by 

students or parents in any manner. 

3. Operations  

OVERVIEW  

SAGS operational services understand the need to be flexible and respond to the educational model that 
maximizes in-person instruction and complies with local health orders. Transportation, food service, and 
operational functions will support students and staff.  

KEY POINTS  

The implementation of a service model may be adjusted or modified dependent upon the needs of students for 
access to district facilities and services. The guidelines followed are designed to maintain safe environments 
and health practices for SAGS staff, students, and community members. 

 3.1 Athletics/Activities:  

SAGS will continue to support student participation in athletic and extra-curricular activity programs, to the 
extent possible.   Students participating in athletics and extra-curricular activities will be required to follow 
applicable health and safety protocols, including social distancing requirements.  SAGS has and will continue to 
monitor the Illinois Elementary School Association (IESA) guidelines and implement appropriate health and 
safety measures, as necessary, to ensure staff and student safety. IESA guidelines can be referenced at:  
https://www.iesa.org/news/2019-2020/COVID.asp 

https://www.iesa.org/news/2019-2020/COVID.asp


 

3.2 Food and Nutrition 

SAGS will continue to provide meal service to students participating in both Blended and Remote Learning 
Environments. The meal service program may be a combination of in-school serving and “Grab & Go” 
programs, similar to those implemented in spring of 2020.  For students who are participating in the Blended 
Remote Learning Environment, all in-person meals will be provided in the classroom, to adhere to social 
distancing guidelines.  Additional handwashing and sanitation measures will be taken at mealtimes.   

3.3  School Safety 

Building administration, in collaboration with the St. Anne Police Department, will continue to provide ongoing 
daily supervision of all sites to ensure safe environments for students, staff, and our community. This includes:  

• St. Anne PD 24/7 dispatch and patrol teams  

• Kankakee County Sheriff's Department and Emergency Management  

• Threat assessment protocols and procedures  

• Partnering with all local law enforcement agencies 

3.4  Transportation 

In partnership with Cardinal Bus Line, SAGS will continue to support students by providing safe and timely 
transportation services for eligible riders participating in the Blended Remote Learning Environment. The District 
will also continue to serve special education and out of district student needs.  

• SAGS transportation service will follow ISBE/IDPH guidelines, which include:  

• Limits on number of students permitted to ride at any time - 50 or less   

• All riders must wear face coverings 

• Symptom screening protocol enforced for all bus riders  

• Cleaning and disinfecting protocols following student pick up and drop offs 
 

 

4. Final Notes 

As you are aware, the COVID-19 pandemic is a constantly evolving health crisis.  The District will continue to 
monitor guidance from the ISBE, the IDPH and the CDC and we anticipate that we will need to update our plan 
periodically throughout the year, to ensure we are in compliance with the most current state and federal 
guidelines. We will be communicating with our families regularly to keep everyone abreast of any changes.    

Please know, the health and safety of our students and staff is our top priority.  We look forward to partnering 
with you this year to ensure a successful 2020-2021 school year! 

 


