
Return To Learn Frequently Asked Questions 
(updated 7-31-2020) 

 
1. Is remote learning 100% synchronous? 

The Monday/Tuesday group of students and the Thursday/Friday group of students will 
alternate from being in the school face to face and being online for remote instruction. 
The greater share of these days will be synchronous, or at the same time with students at 
school and at home interacting with the instructor simultaneously.  There will be 
exceptions to this depending on the course and the lesson for the day however.  An 
example may be if a group of students at school are doing a lab activity which the 
students at home may be doing when they come to school next. Attendance and check in 
at the beginning of each class.  Attendance will be required each period regardless of the 
lesson.  

 
2. Will teachers be "live-streaming" the classrooms and students at home participating? 

Teachers will be live streaming themselves and providing direct instruction.  They will 
also present with their computer screen, the white board, or variations of these.  There 
may also be pre-recorded instruction and the use of other instructional practices during 
the remote learning and face to face instruction. 
  

3. What happens on Wednesdays? 
On Wednesdays activities and/or teacher interaction will be determined by each 
Instructor and will be communicated to students as determined by each class.  There may 
be a new lesson or learning objective assigned on a Wednesday, or students will be given 
the additional time to complete activities previously assigned.  Instructors may require 
synchronous activity or it may be independent.  Students will still be required to account 
for their attendance for the day.  
 

4. Can a student come to school every day and take the seat of a student who is attending 
remotely? 
Students can only attend on days they are scheduled within their grouping or by special 
arrangement of the instructor or administration. 
 

5. I am choosing an all remote learning option for my student and have completed the 
survey. What happens next?  Will I be contacted by the school? 
Surveys requesting an all remote option for first semester are due on Thursday, August 
6th.  All parents and students will be notified on Monday, August 10th whether their 
student is assigned to an “A” group (face-to-face instruction will take place on Monday 



and Tuesday, and remote instruction is Wednesday- Friday), a “B” group (remote 
instruction will take place Monday-Wednesday, and face-to-face instruction is Thursday 
and Friday), or the “C” group (remote instruction Monday-Friday). 
 

6. How do we know who is part of group A and who is part of group B? 
See above. 
 

7. What kind of academic support will the students get that are doing the first semester 
remotely? 
Students that are doing first semester remotely will have access to the same academic 
supports as other students at school. 
 

8. Please explain how students who choose remote learning will "attend each class 
during their class time” and it is a live feed to the classroom, will a remote student be 
able to ask questions during class time? 
Students who will be receiving remote instruction will be attending class via online live 
streaming as well as other instructional activities.  These activities will align with what 
students in face to face/remote hybrid sections will be doing however it will only be in 
the remote delivery.  Lab experiences will vary from course to course, either doing a lab 
activity at home, virtually, or using other methods. 
 

9. I am worried about home WiFi capabilities as we live out of town, especially with two 
children on at the same time.  Are there plans to accommodate families that have poor 
WiFi? Could there be a designated space at MCHS where students can come to do 
their remote learning? Almost like an extended advisory class? 
The purpose of having two groups of students is to minimize the number of students in 
the building to ensure proper social distancing.  Please be reminded students are able to 
utilize the school’s WiFi from almost anywhere on our school grounds.  We are 
investigating other locations around town to provide WiFi for students.  If you have 
Internet issues please email our IT department at helpdesk@mchs154.org with a 
description of your problem.  We will make every effort to provide a solution for you. 
 

10. What is happening with PE classes? 
PE and other lab type class activities and instruction is currently being reviewed for 
modification to adhere to guidelines and requirements as recommended by state agencies.  
 

11. Will students use lockers or carry their supplies via backpack from class to class? 
It is recommended that students limit trips to their locker to before and after school, and 
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mid-day when the student has lunch.  Students will be allowed to carry backpacks this 
school year to assist with minimizing traffic and congregating in the hallways.  
 

12. District 165 is having reduced hours for in school students.  What hours are the high 
school students going to be in school?  
Currently there has been no change to the length of the school day when students are 
attending face to face instruction.  When students are scheduled to attend class at MCHS, 
they are to follow the regular bell schedule from zero hour through 8th period, 7:55 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m.  On days that students are at school they should arrive no earlier than 7:15 and 
no later than 7:45 unless taking a Zero Hour course which they will receive specific 
directions for.  
  

13. If a student/family chooses in-person learning and decides that they are uncomfortable 
and would like to go all remotely, will this be an option? 
Yes, if a student and parent determines that an all remote option will be better suited for 
the child, this may be requested at a later time.  Remote learning will continue for the 
remainder of the first semester.  
 

14. Per this plan it states every grade will matter.  What time frame will teachers be 
required to post grades? It is imperative grades are posted in a timely manner for 
parents to review.  
Teachers are expected to have grades updated on a weekly basis, and are current on 
Thursdays, as that is the date we pull our eligibility report.  The exception to this may be 
for larger projects and assignments due to extended due dates.  If you have a concern 
regarding your child’s progress in a class we encourage you to reach out to your student’s 
teacher. 
 

15. If a student is scheduled for in person class on a specific day, are they allowed to attend 
virtually, without it affecting the students attendance?  
No, students must attend in person on the days they are scheduled, unless they are ill and 
then you must call the attendance office.  If your student is ill and will not be in 
attendance, either in-person or remotely, you must contact Mrs. Seemann at 
815-568-6511 x1302 to report their absence and the specific symptom(s) which your 
child is experiencing so that we may monitor illness trends and report to the MCDH. 
Please be reminded according to Section 26.2A of the Illinois School Code, the only legal 
reasons why a child may be excused for being absent from school are: illness, funeral, 
observance of a religious holiday, family emergency, or circumstances which cause 
reasonable concern to the parent or guardian for the safety or health of the student.  



If your student is feeling ill, it is imperative that you keep them home from school. 
Students who are ill but still able to participate in remote learning are highly encouraged 
to do so to ensure continuity in their education.  

 
 
 
 


