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GEE:  Girl’s Engaged in Engineering 

GEE: Girls Engaged in Engineering began six years ago as another one of those “harebrained” ideas that often pop 

into science teacher, Charre Todd’s head.  Research indicates girls do not go into science and engineering careers 

because they either do not see women role models in science and engineering careers or because they have had 

poor experiences in science classes.  Mrs. Todd created GEE to address these research findings.   GEE was 

developed with the goal of giving girls fun, positive experiences with science and engineering.   It was hoped that 

success in GEE would encourage girls to choose science and engineering courses both in high school and in college, 

leading to a STEM (science, technology, engineering, or math) career. 

GEE was originally funded six years ago by a grant from the Crossett Education Alliance.   In the intervening years 

GEE has been funded by both the Education Alliance and the Georgia-Pacific foundation.  GEE was originally 



designed to accommodate approximately 40 girls, 4 from each of grades 3-12.  The idea was to utilize the 

experience and skills of the older girls to help the younger girls be successful with the activities.   

GEE meets on 6-7 Saturday mornings throughout the school year.  The girls arrive at Crossett Middle School at 

9:00, participate in 2-3 activities, have a snack, and leave for home around noon.  Each Saturday meeting highlights 

a particular branch of engineering.  Many of the activities engage the girls in designing solutions to real-world 

problems.  The girls have made and experimented with candy asphalt, paper, mouse trap cars, balloon racers, 

K’Nex bridges, robots, life preservers for a soup can,  casts for broken chicken bones, K’Nex baby buggies, rockets, 

coin sorters, and catapults.     

On the surface a visitor may see a typical Saturday as chaotic, purposeless play, or a waste of time and materials.  

However, if a closer look is taken, one will see GEE girls brainstorming ideas, testing those ideas, designing and 

redesigning a product, and learning from other groups.  Most importantly, a visitor would see girls thinking, 

thinking, thinking. . .   

According to Mrs. Todd, “If GEE gives some Crossett girls a successful experience with science and engineering and 

the confidence to pursue a science or engineering career then the program will have been a success.” 

 


