
Bishop Unified School District

Reopening for 2020 - 2021
Special Board Meeting

Thursday, July 30, 2020

Via Zoom

A collaborative process

● Public Health (CAPH, ICPH)
● Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (CDC)
● CA Department of Education (CDE)
● Primary Care Physicians 

○ American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
● Neighboring school districts (RVUSD, BPUSD, OVUSD, 

LPUSD, DVUSD, ICOE, MUSD, ESUSD) & CA county offices
● Our staff
● Our families



CA & County Status



Family Enrollment Surveys

[early] June - [late] July 2020

● Distance Learning

8% → 18%

● A/B model

27% → 30%

● All students on campus

65% → 52%

● All Inyo County schools are planning on reopening in August.

Enrollment Preference Impacts Class Sizes
*with 18% distance learning

BES - 26 students average → 21 in a class
      A/B - 13 students → 11 per class

HSMS - 29 students average → 24 in a class
( PE 64 → 52 , Band 52 → 43 , Science 38 → 31 )
A/B - 15 students → 12 per class

BUHS - 27 students average → 22 in a class
A/B - 14 students → 11 per class

PGHS - 14 students → 11 in a class
A/B - 7 students → 6 per class

Rough estimate - 400 students district-wide may enroll in full-time distance learning



● Student access to internet connectivity and devices to participate in the educational 
program

● Quality, challenging content aligned to grade level standards equivalent to in-person 
instruction

● Supports to address the needs of students
● Special education, related services, and accommodations required by an individualized 

education program
● Designated and integrated instruction in English language development
● Daily live interaction with certificated employees and peers
● Required weekly engagement record for each student (in addition to daily participation log)
● Daily Instructional Minute Requirement (may include time value of assignments):

○ 180 minutes for kindergarten (3 hours) 
○ 230 minutes for grades 1-3 (3 hours, 50 minutes)
○ 240 minutes for grades 4-12 (4 hours)

● Access to school meals

Distance Learning Requirements (SB98)

Considerations for students

● SB98: LEAs  should provide in-person 
instruction “to the greatest extent 
possible”
○ DL is an option for any BUSD student

● CDC (July 23)
○ Most children infected by family 

members, not at school 
○ 6.6% of cases are under the age of 18
○ School closures increase risk of family 

conflict and violence and worsen 
achievement gaps

Distance Learning vs. In-Seat

Considerations for staff

● Transmission is usually adult-adult
● Staff are more likely than students to 

fall within vulnerable population 
subgroups

● Positive cases may be asymptomatic 
while contagious

● Testing turnaround time for results is 
long (about 2 weeks)

● Meeting the needs of in-seat students 
and DL students simultaneously is 
challenging



CDPH & CDC Recommended 
Reopening Considerations

1. Transmission rates
2. Cohorting
3. Implement multiple strategies

○ Face coverings, good hygiene, distancing, cleaning, disinfecting & 
ventilating 

4. Signage, wellness/symptom checks
5. Consider co-curricular & extracurricular 

participation & distancing strategies
6. Prepare for when someone gets sick

1. COVID-19 transmission rates 

Inyo County C19 Positivity Rate - 1.3%
●

○
●
●

Reopening Considerations



2. Approaches to cohorting

Options include
●
●
●

Reopening Considerations

3. Concurrently implement multiple strategies

What’s in place
●
●
●

●
●

Reopening Considerations



4. Communicate, educate, and reinforce personal protective 
behaviors

What’s in place
●
●

○
○

●
●

Reopening Considerations

Updated as of 7/23/20

●

●

●

CDC Symptom Guidelines

●

●



Updated as of 7/23/20

●
●

Daily Home Screening
○
○

CDC Symptom Guidelines

Home Screening Checklist



5. Integrate strategies to reduce COVID-19 transmission 
into co-curricular & extracurricular activities

What’s in the works
●
●
●
●
●

Reopening Considerations

6. Planning and preparing for when someone gets sick

Our plan
●
●

●
●
●

Reopening Considerations



The following will be used for the health and safety of our students, 
families, and staff (and there is more coming):

●

●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

PPE

Scheduling
Recommendations:

● Sites
● Teacher’s Union 



Site level 
recommendations

●
●
●

●

●
○

●

Reopening Recommendation:
Bishop Elementary (TK-5)



●
●
●

○

Reopening Recommendation:
Home Street Middle School (6-8)

●
●
●
●
●

Reopening Recommendation:
Alternative Education 

PGHS, KBS, BIS



●
●
●

●

●
○

○

Reopening Recommendation:
Bishop Union High School (9-12)

Bishop Teachers Association Recommendation

BTA would like to recommend 
distance learning for grades 6-12 with 
some sort of way to have in person 
cohorts to set up distance learning in 
the beginning. For grades K-5, we 
would like to suggest an AM/PM split 
Monday through Friday as 
transportation should be easier with 
grades 6-12 being distance learning. 
For families who want distance 
learning at the elementary level, we 
suggest exploring the option of 
distance learning specialist.   



1st day of BUSD 2020-2021 School Year:  August 17, 2020


