
Dear Partners,

I wanted to reach out to each of you to provide a programming update for the summer.  Although due to the health pandemic,
we were not able to host our traditional six-week program for all our students. We have still successfully completed our
two-week Summer Academy for our incoming students!

Before the pandemic interrupted P.A.R.K.'s recruitment, our program had already extended
early offers to 32 students.  P.A.R.K. knows beyond a shadow of a doubt the impact that
the summer makes on our students – from closing the learning loss gaps that occur when
the students are not in school to giving them a head start for what they will encounter next
year.  Because of this knowledge, P.A.R.K. took on the challenge of offering social

distance options for our students.

For our current rising 9th through 12th-grade students, P.A.R.K. created our personalized
digital curriculum focusing on math, reading, grammar, writing, and a personal &
learning assessment area.  Staff oversee each student's digital curriculum submissions,
provide feedback for improvement and praise for top performances.  Additionally, those
students who complete the virtual curriculum at 75% or better are eligible to participate
in a virtual auction! This will continue through the end of July.

For our incoming recruitment students, we felt it was critical they get a chance to learn
the nuances of P.A.R.K. and build a connection to the program through an in-person program.  To accomplish this feat,
P.A.R.K. designed a jam-packed two-week Summer Academy from 8 am to 1 pm to replicate our normal 8 – 5 six-week
summer program.  We continued focusing on the academic areas of English, Math, and Study Skills – as the skill sets
covered in these courses carry across the other academic areas that our students encounter.  After academics, students
participated in bible studies, creative writing, Drop Everything And Read (D.E.A.R.), motivational moments, and socially
distant group activities.  After a nutritious lunch prepared by P.A.R.K. staff, we designed activities that allowed our students
to stay six-feet apart while still participating in community service, fitness, mindfulness, nutrition,
science experiments, as well as fun & games!

To ensure P.A.R.K. took every measure possible to safeguard our students and staff, everyone  had
to complete a temperature and health check before entering the building.  Once students completed
their health check, they received their P.A.R.K. issued cloth masks – labeled with their name – which
students were required to wear the entire time they were in the building, other than when eating
breakfast or lunch.  Upon entering the building, it was a requirement for students to wash their hands
for 20 seconds while reciting The Lord's Prayer.  For each of the three areas where students rotated
during the day – the cafeteria, the learning center, and the gym – students were assigned their
personal chair and table area with their name on it.  Also, our bathrooms and floors were marked with
social distancing markers, so students distanced themselves properly when standing and walking.

Additionally, students sanitized after each class, before lunch, and at the end of the day –
including their hands, tables, and chairs.  Masks were collected as students exited the
building.  They were washed and dried in preparation for student check-in the next
morning.  Students were walked to and from their vehicles, so guardians did not have to
enter the building.

We have had to adjust in several ways to continue meeting our commitment to our students
during this health pandemic.  However, the love, educational investments, fun, and founda-

tional relationships built within the walls of P.A.R.K., will never change!

In the blessing business,

Tamra Patterson Calamese, Program Director


