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Purpose 


This guidance document is being provided based on the public health 
situation as we understand it today. Changes to the public health 
situation may necessitate changes to this guidance at a moments 
notice. 


Operation Levels 

Green: No to Minimal Community Spread Traditional Operations (Face to 
Face)


Yellow: Minimal to Moderate Community Spread Face to Face & Remote 
Learning


Red: Substantial Community Spread / Bad Weather Remote Learning Only


School Calendar, Start and End Times 

JISD amended the 20-21 school calendar to allow more instructional time 
for teachers and students.  In addition to adding more school days to the 
calendar, JISD extended the school day. School will continue to start at 8 
am, but end at 3:45. The extra time during the day will allow more time 
between classes for sanitation and hall traffic. 


Health Screenings 

Teachers will be required to perform at home health screenings before 
arrival to campus. These screenings will include taking their temperature 
and a questionnaire. 


Parents will be required to sign an agreement prior to the start of the 
school year.  In this agreement,  parents will state that they will not send 
their child to school with a fever (temperature over 100) or any illnesses, 
including symptoms of COVID-19. 
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Transportation  

Parents MUST remain in vehicle when dropping of or picking up students.  
All students must enter through designated doors.  Students arriving after 
8 a.m. must enter through main entrance and check-in at the office.


JISD will continue to run all bus routes as it has in the past.  We do 
encourage parents to bring their students to campus as much as possible 
to reduce the number of bus riders. 


Busses will be cleaned after each bus route.


Everyone will be asked to sanitize their hands upon entry to the bus. 


If at any time more busses or bus monitors are needed on a route, JISD 
will provide these services.  


Windows will be open for increased air flow, when possible on busses


Breakfast and Lunch 

At the beginning of the 20-21 school year, all food services will be to-go  
and possibly delivered.  Students and staff will be asked to eat all meals in 
the classroom or outside with their class.


Breakfast will be eaten in a child’s first period class.  Lunch will be eaten 
with fifth period. 


More outside seating will be provided for meals. 


Class Changes, Sizing and Spacing 

JISD has extended time between classes from 3 minutes to 5 minutes.  
This will allow more time for proper hand washing and sanitation practices 
between classes. 


All desks will face the same direction toward the front of the classroom 
with as much space between them as possible.
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Teachers will try to maintain six feet of spacing between themselves and 
students as much as possible.


Classes will be held outside as much as possible. 


Flow of foot traffic should be directed in only one direction if possible.

If one-way flow is not possible, hallways can be divided with either side 
following the same direction. Efforts should be made to try and keep six 
feet of distance between persons in the hallways. Staggered movements 
at incremental intervals should be used if feasible to minimize the number 
of persons in the hallways as able.


Floor tape or other markers should be used at six foot intervals where line 
formation is anticipated.


Recess and PE Classes 

Recess and PE classes will be held outside as much as possible with 
separation between classes.


JISD will be operating the following instructional learning platforms


Face-to-face instruction will be provided along with asynchronous 
learning.  Asynchronous will consist of prerecorded lessons or guided 
lessons that students can work through.  


Students may choose to go to an asynchronous learning model at any 
time, but may not be eligible to return to face-to-face instruction until the 
beginning of the next grading period. 


Extracurricular Activities  

Students must present their request to participate in extracurricular 
activities to the school board on a case by case basis. 


Grading Policies 

JISD will use regular grading policies as lined out in  board policy and the 
student handbook.
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Attendance 

Per Texas Education Code (TEC), 25.092, students must attend 90% of 
the days a course offered in order to be awarded credit for the course and/
or to be promoted to the next grade level.  The requirement for attendance 
is detailed in  the Texas Education Agency notice of education enrollment 
and attendance rights and responsibilities document attached.  


Assemblies and field trips  

There will be no assemblies of greater than 50 people or field trips. 


Hand Washing and Sanitizing  

Students should wash their hands or use hand sanitizer after changing any 
classroom.


Teachers in the classroom should wash their hands or use sanitizer every 
time a new group of students enters their room.


Students and teachers should have scheduled hand washing with soap 
and water every 2-3 hours.


Students will be trained in  proper hand washing and sanitizing 
techniques. 


Classrooms, common areas, restrooms, and shared materials will be 
sanitized at frequent intervals throughout the day. 


Visitors on Campus 

Visitors, including parents, will not be allowed on campus unless for a 
scheduled meeting or extenuating circumstances. All visitors must use the 
front entrance of the school, sign in, complete a health survey and sanitize 
their hands. All mandated protocols of social distancing and face covers 
must be observed as well. 
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Students Illnesses 

All students that fall ill on campus will be directed to the school nurse. If a 
students presents COVID-19 symptoms they will be quarantined until a 
parent or guardian can transport them off campus. 


When students return to school after an illness, they should check in with 
the school administration to ensure proper communication with health 
officials.


In the event that any student tests positive, immediate efforts should be 
made to inform any close contacts (those who spent more than 15 
minutes in close proximity to the student) so that they can be quarantined 
at home. Classmates should be closely monitored for any symptoms. At 
this time, testing of all students in the class is not recommended; only 
those who develop symptoms require testing.


Parents will be notified of the presence of any positive cases in the 
classroom and/or school to encourage closer observation for any 
symptoms at home. Parents should check student’s temperature at home 
every morning using oral, tympanic, or temporal scanners; students with a 
temperature of 100.0*F or above should stay home and consider 
coronavirus testing if no other explanation is available.


Parents should ask their children or monitor for any cough, congestion, 
shortness of breath, or gastrointestinal symptoms every morning. Any of 
these symptoms should prompt the parent to keep the student home from 
school and seek out testing.


Students sent home from school should be kept home until they have 
tested negative or have completely recovered and once again 
communicate with administration before returning to campus. 
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COVID-19 Symptoms 

Any of the following symptoms indicate a possible COVID-19 infection: 

~Temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher when taken by mouth; 

~Sore throat; 

~New uncontrolled cough that causes difficulty breathing (or, for students 
with a chronic allergic/asthmatic cough, a change in their cough from 
baseline); 

~Diarrhea, vomiting, or abdominal pain; or 

~New onset of severe headache, especially with a fever. 

Close Contact 

This document refers to “close contact” with an individual who is lab-
confirmed to have COVID- 19. Close contact is determined by an 
appropriate public health agency. For clarity, close contact is defined as:


a. Being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on 
while not wearing a mask or face shield); or


b. Being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not 	        
wearing a mask or face shield; if either occurred at any time in the last 14 
days at the same time the infected individual was infectious.

Individuals are presumed infectious at least two days prior to symptom 
onset or, in the case of asymptomatic individuals who are lab-confirmed 
with COVID-19, two days prior to the confirming lab test.
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Individuals Confirmed or Suspected with COVID-19 

Any individuals who themselves either: (a) are lab-confirmed to have 
COVID-19; or (b) experience the symptoms of COVID-19 (listed below) 
must stay at home throughout the infection period, and cannot return to 
campus until the school system screens the individual to determine any of 
the below conditions for campus re-entry have been met:


In the case of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the 
individual may return to school when all three of the following criteria are 
met:


	 i. at least three days (72 hours) have passed since recovery 	 	 	
	 (resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications);


	 ii. the individual has improvement in symptoms (e.g., cough, 	 	 	
	 shortness of breath); and


	 iii. at least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared.

 


In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 
and who is not evaluated by a medical professional 	or tested for 
COVID-19, such individual is assumed to have COVID-19, and the 
individual may not return to the campus until the individual has completed 
the same three-step set of criteria listed above.


If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return 
to school before completing the above stay at home period, the individual 
must either (a) obtain a medical professional’s note clearing the individual 
for return based on an alternative diagnosis or (b) obtain an acute infection 
test at an approved testing location (https://tdem.texas.gov/covid-19/) that 
comes back negative for COVID-19. 
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Cleaning Response to Positive Tests Among Staff and Students 

In the event of a positive test among staff or a student, the classroom or 
areas exposed will be immediately closed until cleaning and disinfection 
can be performed.


When possible, smaller areas will be closed for 24 hours before cleaning to 
minimize the risk of any airborne particles. 


Protocols for Athletic Activities 

In most cases, guidance from the UIL and TEA will be followed. Additional 
guidance may be found at https://www.uiltexas.org/covid-19-information , 
tea.texas.gov/coronavirus, and www.jonesboroisd.net. 
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