
Elmore City-Pernell School District  
2020-2021 “Frequently Asked Questions” 

July 30, 2020 
 

Parents, we are providing these FAQ’s to support your child’s return to school in the fall. Please 
note that any future mandates or closures set by local, state or federal governments could alter 
any of the information provided in this document.  
 
These FAQ’s and other information for the school year can be found at www.ecpbadgers.com. 
 
 
 
Q: What is the first day of school for our district? 
A: The first day of school is August 13.  
 
Q: Has the school schedule changed for the 2020-2021 school year? 
A: The report time for all students will be 7:40 a.m. and the ending time will be at 3:00 p.m. for 
Elementary students and at 3:04 p.m. for MS/HS students. If students want breakfast, the 
cafeteria will open at 7:40 a.m. The first bell will ring at 7:55 a.m. and the tardy bell will ring at 
8:00 a.m. 
 
Q: What are the Virtual Mondays for Traditional students? 
A: Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, ECP will implement Virtual Mondays. Teachers will report to 
school to deliver instruction from their classrooms to students at their homes.  
 
Q: Why are Virtual Mondays necessary? 
A: Virtual Mondays are necessary to prepare parents, students, and teachers for any short-term 
or long-term closures due to the pandemic. This is not a free day for students, but a day to 
practice accessing all curriculum and assignments virtually from home for future shutdowns.  
 
Q: How will the school hold my student accountable for Virtual Mondays? 
A: ECP School Board adopted a policy from OSSBA that requires students to meet the following 
guidelines during a virtual day:  

1. Students must make contact with their teacher on the virtual day. 
2. Students must complete 90% of the assigned work on the virtual day. 
3. Students must be on target for completing 90% of the course on the virtual day.  

Students that fail to meet these requirements will be counted absent for that day. 
 
Q: What if my student does not have access to the internet? 

http://www.ecpbadgers.com/


A: If your child does not have a device or  have access to the internet then your student will be 
provided a device that will allow them to download their assignments and complete them at 
home. If a device can’t be provided, then the student will be provided with a packet of work to 
complete and turn in the next day.  
 
Q: All I have is a cell phone, will this be considered a device? 
A: A cell phone will allow a student to make contact with the teacher and access Google 
Classroom where all assignments will be posted.  
 
Q: Are there any planned closures of school for the 2020-2021 school year?  
A: No. However, if a student is exposed or becomes infected with the virus, then parts of our 
school, different sites, or the entire school will transition to virtual days and work with the local 
health officials to determine the amount of days we will be required to shutdown traditional 
in-person learning.  
 
Q: If school has to be shut down for health reasons, how much of a notice will parents be 
given?  
A: ECP Schools will provide as much notice as possible. We know schools are a priority for 
families and a shut down can become a burden. For that reason the district is taking steps and 
examining every procedure to prevent this from happening so that we can keep our doors open. 
However, during this pandemic, it will be possible for an immediate shut down of in-person 
learning and a transition to virtual learning at any time.  
 
Q: If the school must shut down for health reasons, how long will it be closed?  
A: There is no way to predict the length of a shut down. Our goal is to keep school going by 
transitioning to virtual learning to keep school in session. This is why it is imperative that we 
practice this procedure each week with Virtual Mondays and become familiar with it at home. 
Our school facilities would remain closed until health officials deem it safe for us to return to 
in-person learning.  
 
Q: What option is ECP providing parents that do not want a traditional in-person school 
for their children?  
A: ECP School District is providing families with the option to enroll into a full-time distance 
learning program.  
 
Q: What is the process of enrolling into the distance learning program?  
A: Parents interested in this option shall contact the school for information or the link for the 
distance learning program has been shared on the school website.  
 
Q: What does my family need to access the distance learning program?  
A: Your family will need an internet connection. The school will not provide this service to 
families. 
 



Q: My family does not have the internet but wants to enroll into the distance learning 
program, what can we do?  
A: ECP has purchased and is installing an outside internet connection at the Middle School. 
Parents will be able to bring their child and their device to the north-side of the Middle School to 
access the internet outside of the building to download assignments or complete other tasks.  
 
Q: What about a device?  
A: ECP has purchased a device for every student. Those devices were due to the school in 
August. However, due to the pandemic they are now expected in September. Students that own 
a device are encouraged to use their own device until the chromebooks are delivered. Students 
that have no device will be assigned a device for home use if devices are available.  
 
Q: What devices can a student use to access the curriculum?  
A: These are some devices that can access the curriculum: laptops, chromebooks, ipads, 
tablets, cell phones, some gaming devices.  
 
Q: Where will my student find the curriculum?  
A: Students will be provided with a gmail account associated with the district. Students will login 
into their gmail account to access their Google Classrooms where assignments and curriculum 
will be made available.  
 
Q: Can anyone access my student through the Google Classroom?  
A: Teachers and other students will have access to chatting or video conferencing with each 
other. ONLY ECP teachers, students and administrators will be able to access your student. No 
outside emails can gain access to the Gmail accounts provided by the school.  
 
Q: What if I enroll into the distance learning program but decide I want the traditional 
in-person option?  
A: Due to the current situation, our district will remain flexible with families that need to make 
changes. Our goal is to find the best fit to provide education to students during these difficult 
times.  
 
Q: What steps will the district take to keep school as safe as possible?  
A:  ECP Schools will make every effort to promote healthy practices and procedures in our 
schools. Daily cleaning will occur in all buildings and buses. These cleaning practices will align 
with guidelines provided by the CDC and local health authorities. Handsanitizer will be provided 
throughout the school and students will be encouraged to wash hands frequently.  
 
Q: Are masks required at ECP Schools? 
A: Masks are not required at this time, but are strongly encouraged when social distancing can 
not be achieved. Situations such as riding the school bus restrooms, cafeterias, gyms or walking 
in the hallways are examples of where masks are highly recommended. Staff members will be 



required to wear a face shield or mask if a 6ft distance can not be reached between a staff 
member and a student.  
 
Q: What steps can families take to help keep the school as safe as possible and the 
doors open?  
A: We are asking parents to self-screen students at home prior to allowing a student to load a 
bus or dropping a student off at the school. Here are some questions to ask yourself each 
morning:  

1. Does your child have a fever of 100 degrees or more?  
2. Is your child experiencing a loss of taste or smell, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea?  
3. If your child experiencing two or more of the following symptoms of COVID-19:  

a. Chills 
b. Cough 
c. Fatigue 
d. Muscle or body aches 
e. Sore throat 
f. Congestion or runny nose 

4. Is your child experiencing ANY of the Emergency Warning Symptoms of COVID-19?  
a. Shortness of breath 
b. Persistent pain or pressure in the chest 
c. New confusion 
d. Inability to wake or stay awake 
e. Bluish lips or face 

5. Has your child had or do you think your child has COVID-19? 
6. Has your child tested positive for COVID-19? 
7. Has your child been around a person with COVID-19? 

 
Q: Will the school perform temperature checks?  
A: ECP schools will utilize temperature checks as a procedure for entering a bus for 
transportation, for exiting car riders, students that walk to school,  and for any visitors at the 
school prior to entering the building.  
 
Q: Will parents be notified if anyone in the school or someone in a student’s family has 
tested positive for COVID-19?  
A: Yes. If a student tests positive then a message will be released informing families that a 
student has tested positive or if a student has been in direct contact with an exposed person.  
 
Q: Will visitors be allowed to come to the school?  
A: Visitors will be allowed to be at the office only. Prior to entering the building, the visitor must 
have their temperature checked and a mask is required to enter any building or facility.  
 
Q: Will parents be allowed to eat lunch in the cafeteria or participate in classroom 
activities?  



A: At this time, parents will NOT be allowed to have lunch in the cafeteria or participate in 
classroom activities. We hope this is a temporary situation and as the school year progresses, 
we will re-evaluate this situation.  
 
Q: Will the school be hosting a Meet the Teacher Night?  
A: This year the Meet the Teacher Night will be different. The elementary school will host a 
Virtual Meet the Teacher and the MS/HS will host a Virtual Informational Meeting. 
 
Q: Will extracurricular activities be held this school year?  
A: At this time, extracurricular activities will continue on as scheduled, but this could change 
throughout the year. If the school must shutdown or transition at any time to Virtual Days then 
extracurricular activities will be postponed or canceled immediately.  
 
Q: Will activities such as field trips, assemblies, and concerts be held this year?  
A: At this time our focus is to provide a safe and healthy environment for students. Athletics and 
fine arts activities have been allowed but with required protocols. Determination about other 
activities will be made as we transition into the school year and monitor the situation of the 
pandemic.  
 
Q: Will ECP be offering breakfast and lunch to students this year?  
A: Yes, ECP will be offering breakfast this year, but the breakfast will not be free. Breakfast will 
be $2.00 for all students. ECP will be offering lunch this year for free to all students. Lunch will 
be provided for all distance learners and those students will have a designated pick-up time. 
Lunch will be provided on Virtual Mondays at a designated pick-up time.  
 
 
Q: If I have more questions about the school year, what should I do?  
A: If you have more questions or need clarification to any of these questions, then please 
contact the Superintendent, Sheila Riddle at (580) 788-2565 or email at 
sriddle@ecpbadgers.com or you may contact Building Principals Greg Willis or Angela Doss at 
(580) 788-2565 or email them at gwillis@ecpbadgers.com or adoss@ecpbadgers.com. It is our 
goal to provide you with as much information as possible during these unprecedented times.  
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