
 

Tahoka ISD School families, 

The fall semester will start on August 18 for all Tahoka ISD students and we are pleased to be able 

to offer two options when deciding how to attend. We are attempting to balance the needs of all our 

students and families and hope you will select an option that addresses your concerns about 

COVID-19 and your expectations for academic rigor.  

As you determine the most appropriate choice for your student and family, please consider the 

following information. 

Face-to-Face Instruction 

● Face-to-face instruction features the most robust support for students. Particular attention 

to health and safety will be addressed by multiple protocols, including: 

○ Sanitizing practices, such as frequent cleaning of high touch point areas, desks and 

chairs 

○ Expanded sanitation procedures in addition to our regular cleaning schedule 

○ No sharing of student supplies or resources 

○ Hand sanitizing stations throughout the building 

○ Adults required to wearing face coverings 

○ Students will be required to wear school appropriate face coverings inside the 

building  

○ Screening protocols for staff, students, and visitors 

● Microclosure procedures will be enacted for students/staff who come into “close contact” 

with a person who contracts COVID-19. A microclosure is a short shutdown between 1-5 

days, during which deep cleaning procedures will be administered on the campus. During 

this microclosure, students will be taught online by their teachers. Parents may 

request 14 day remote instruction if a student has had close contact with a confirmed 

COVID-19 case. 

○ Close contact is defined as: 

■ being directly exposed to infectious secretions (e.g., being coughed on while 

not wearing a mask or face shield); or 

■ being within 6 feet for a cumulative duration of 15 minutes, while not 

wearing a mask or face shield 

• Student and Employee Covid-19 Procedures 

o Tahoka ISD will have protocol for any employee or student in cases where they 

show symptoms of Covid-19 or in fact are infected with the the virus. This 

protocol will involve a daily check of temperature for each employee or student 

and a verbal screening for other symptoms. If symptoms are present: The 

protocol will in involve immediate isolation from the school and then 

documentation of symptom free conditions before returning to school. To help 

prevent an occurrence of the virus at school, hand sanitizers will be placed in 

each room and at each entrance of the campus, sanitizing wipes will be placed 

in each classroom for students to wipe down their desks, washing of hands will 



 

be constantly emphasized as well as social distancing. Each campus will be 

sanitized at the end of each day 

● All 6th through 12th grade students will have a Chromebook to take home each day. 

● In order to limit the number of people in our school buildings, we are asking parents and 

guardians to remain outside of the building. If you need to check your student out, please 

call the front office at your campus and remain in your vehicle.  

● If a parent/guardian needs to come into the building, you will need to wear a face covering 

and complete the screening process in the front office.  

Virtual Instruction 

● Virtual instruction will be provided to any student and family who prefers this learning 

option. 

● Virtual instruction has a daily time requirement for students to be engaged in school work. 

○ Students will be expected to follow their class schedule and attend each class 

virtually. If a student, enrolled in virtual instruction, does not sign in on time, and 

participate during their scheduled class period, they will be marked absent for that 

class period.  

○ Students will be required to turn in work as required by their classroom teachers. 

● Grading guidelines for virtual school will follow the same as campus grading guidelines 

utilized for students enrolled in face-to-face instruction. 

● Students who select virtual instruction will remain in the virtual classroom for a full six-week 

grading period. For example, if families select virtual learning for their student, they cannot 

transition back to face-to-face until the grading period ends. 

● Tahoka ISD will primarily utilize Google Classroom for our learning management system. 

Students will be required to navigate this platform and submit assignments virtually through 

Google Classroom with live instruction provided via Edbrix. 

● For students in need of internet access, please contact the school office at the appropriate 

campus. 

Attendance and Enrollment  Per Texas Education Code (TEC), 25.092, students must attend 90% 

of the days a course is offered (with some exceptions) in order to be awarded credit for the course 

and or to be promoted to the next grade. This requirement remains in force during the 2020-21 

school year. Given the public health situation, student attendance may be earned through delivery of 

virtual instruction. Any parent may request their student be offered virtual instruction. If a parent who 

chooses virtual instruction wants their child to switch to face-to-face instruction, they may do so 

however, school systems are permitted to limit these transitions to occur at the end of a grading 

period (six weeks) 

 

 

 



 

When you are ready to make your choice for either face-to-face or virtual instruction, a form will be 

available at registration or upon request from the office and on the Tahoka ISD website. You are 

encouraged to make your selection as soon as possible so we can finalize our preparations for each 

type of learning. 

Although these circumstances are not ideal, it is our goal to be proactive and optimistic. Through 

these challenges, we want to lead with humility, kindness, and community. Tahoka ISD will remain a 

committed partner in adhering to guidance provided by our State and Local Leaders, in an effort to 

prevent the spread of this virus. We want our school and community to thrive and for us to all remain 

open. It is imperative we remain considerate of each other and our differing opinions, limitations, and 

needs. 

We understand you may feel frustrated or uncertain as this is new territory to us all; however, 

together, as the Bulldog Family, we will get through this. We cannot thank you enough for your 

continued grace, patience, and consideration as we try to balance state requirements bestowed 

upon us, and the needs of our students. We are committed to continuing to work to support a safe 

transition back to school.  

Any questions or concerns can be directed to the COVID Committee by calling the building principal. 

Thank you, 

TISD COVID Committee & Dick Van Hoose 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Question and Answers for the Opening of TISD Schools 

 

Face to Face Instruction 

 
Health and Safety 

 

What is the process when a student gets sick or develops COVID-19 related 

symptoms during the school day?  

The following procedures have been developed and are subject top change as we learn 

more about best practices related to COVID-19. For students displaying symptoms of 

COVID-19 or are feeling feverish: 

1) The student will be separated from their peers and should be picked up within 30 

minutes and no later that 1 hour from the time the campus has contacted the 

parent/guardian. 

2) Remaining students will be removed from the classroom and taken to an alternate 

location on campus so the classroom can be disinfected. 

3) If an individual who has been in a school is lab confirmed to have COVID-19, the 

school will notify its local health department, in accordance applicable federal, state 

and local laws and regulations, including confidentiality requirements of the American 

with Disabilities ACT and Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act. 

4) Schools will close off areas that are heavily used by the individual with the lab-

confirmed case (student, teacher or staff) until the non-porous surfaces in those areas 

can be disinfected. 

5) District communication will be provided to the students who came in contact with a 

student or staff member displaying COVID-19 symptoms. 

6) Staff members displaying COVID-19 symptoms will follow district protocols including 

isolation from students and other staff members. 

 

Will my child’s temperature be taken at school for COVID-19 related screening? What 

is the screening process for students?  

Yes, student’s temperature will be taken at the beginning of day and in grades Pre-K-12 and 

a quick verbal screening of other COVID-19 symptoms will be administered to grades 3-12. 

PreK -2nd grade parents should screen their children daily. All parents should ensure that 

students do not have one of the following exclusionary criteria for going to school:  

1) Experiencing COVID-19 symptoms  

2) Lab-confirmed positive COVID-19 diagnosis  

3) Close contact with an individual with a lab-confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis 

 



 

If students meet any one of the exclusionary criteria, they must stay at home from school. 

Cooperation from parents and students will be critical to ensure we limit possible viral 

exposure. If students do not meet the exclusionary criteria, the students should report to 

school for face to face instruction.  

 

How do I know when my child can return to school?  

Per TEA guidance, any individuals who themselves either: a) are lab-confirmed to have 

COVID-19; or b) experiencing the symptoms of COVID-19…must stay home throughout the 

infection period and cannot return to campus until the school system screens the individual 

to determine any of the following conditions for campus re-entry have been met: in the case 

of an individual who was diagnosed with COVID-19, the individual may return to school 

when all three of the following criteria are met…1) At least three days (72) hours have 

passed since recovery/resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications; 2) 

the individual has improvement in symptoms (cough, shortness of breath, etc.) and 3) At 

least ten days have passed since symptoms first appeared. 

 

If the individual has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and wants to return to school before 

completing the above sat-at-home period, the individual must either (a) obtain a medical 

professional’s note clearing the individual for return based on an alternate diagnosis or (b) 

receive two separate confirmations at least 24 hours apart that they are free of COVID-19 

Via acute infection tests at an approved COVID-19 testing location. 

 

The school nurse will manage this process and will be a key person in working with parents 

and students through this process. 

 

If my child has COVID-19 symptoms and we do not seek medical evaluation or COVID 

testing, when can my child return to school? 

In the case of an individual who has symptoms that could be COVID-19 and who is not 

evaluated by a medical professional or tested for COVID-19, the individual is assumed to 

have COVID-19 and the individual may not return to the campus until the individual has 

completed the same three-step set of criteria for a lab-confirmed COVID-19 diagnosis. 

 

What is considered close contact? 

On their website, the CDC offers the following definition for close contact: Someone who 

was within 6 feet of an infected person for at least 15 minutes starting from 2 days before 

illness onset (or, for asymptomatic patients, 2 days prior to specimen collection) until the 

time the patient is isolated.  Data is limited to precisely define the prolonged exposure to 

determine “clos contact”, however 15 minutes of close exposure can be used as an 

operational definition f 3)  



 

or contact investigation. Factors to consider when defining close contact include: 1) 

proximity 2) the duration of exposure 3) whether the individual has symptoms (coughing 

likely increases exposure risk) and 4) whether either the case patient or contact was 

wearing an N95 respirator. The definition of close contact will be important for investigation 

into contact tracing for a positive COVID-19 case in our classes or schools. 

 

What is contact tracing? 

Contact tracing helps us understand who a positive COVID-19 patient has been in contact 

with to allow us to communicate and take follow up actions to prevent the spread of COVID-

19. Contact tracing is important to identify those that are more likely to be exposed and 

those that are not as likely at risk or exposure. 

 

My child is sick and must quarantine for COVID-19 like symptoms and there are 

siblings in the house that are district students…..do they need to quarantine and stay 

out of school? 

CDC recommends that anyone who has been in close contact with someone who has 

COVID-19 should quarantine. Individuals who are sick or infected should separate 

themselves from others by staying in a specific “sick room” or area and using a separate 

bathroom (if available) while at home. 

 

We expect parents to keep sick children at home. If a student is exposed to COVID-19 

through a close contact, a parent should call the school to report. The student should not 

report to campus. After review by the school nurse, the student may be required to remain 

off-campus for up to a 14-day incubation period. 

 

Our school nurse will receive reports of COVID-19 cases/exposures and then work with the 

families and staff to determine the next steps based on guidance from the TEA, CDC, and 

local health officials. 

 

What are the COVID-19 related symptoms? 

People with COVID-19 have a wide range of symptoms reported…. ranging from mild 

symptoms to severe illness. Symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 

People with these symptoms may have COVID-19: Fever or chills…..Cough…..Shortness 

of breath or difficulty breathing….Fatigue…..Muscle or body 

aches…..Headache…..New loss of taste or smell…..Congestion or runny 

nose…..Nausea or vomiting. This list does not include all possible symptoms. CDC will 

continue to update this list as we learn more about COVID-19. 

 

 

 



 

Will I be notified if anyone in my child’s school or class tests positive for COVID-19? 

Consistent with school notification requirements for other communicable diseases, and 

consistent with legal confidentiality requirements, schools must notify all teachers, staff, and 

families of all students in a school if a lab-confirmed COVID-19 case is identified among 

students, teachers or staff who participate in any on-campus activities. Given our processes 

for contact tracing, students or classes may receive a more specific notification letting them 

knows a confirmed case in their class. Having a confirmed case in your child’s class will not 

necessarily require your child to quarantine if it was determined your child did not have close 

contact with the person who has COVID-19. 

 

Will face coverings be required for students? At what age are students exempt from 

wearing a face covering? 

Schools are required to comply with the governor’s executive order regarding the wearing of 

masks. Students and staff are expected to wear face coverings during school hours. This 

requirement is subject to change at any time. Masks include non-medical grade disposable 

face masks, cloth face coverings (over the mouth and nose) or full-face shields to protect 

eyes, nose, and mouth.  

  

Staff and students will appropriately wear face coverings unless distanced greater than 3 

feet apart, eating/drinking, or participating outside. Students in Pre-K through grade 2 may 

wear face coverings in hallways, common areas and during arrival and dismissal or class 

but are not required to do so. Due to the proximity of grades 3-5, we will require wearing of 

face coverings while at school unless distanced greater than 6 feet apart. Students will not 

be required to wear face coverings while eating but will maintain proper distance as 

permissible by seating arrangements. 

 

If a student arrives at school without a mask, what will the consequence be? 

Given the executive orders at state or local level, it is the students as directed in the above 

paragraph wear masks when at school. In order to limit the exposure to COVID-19, we are 

asking all parents and students to take this expectation seriously. With many new protocols 

and procedures in place to keep students and staff safe, we cannot do our job effectively if 

individuals are purposefully disregarding public health precautions that will take away time 

from instruction and keeping our TISD community safe. Please wear a mask or face 

covering every day. If you do not agree with wearing a mask or following the necessary 

precaution to keep everyone safe, please consider the virtual learning option for your child. 

 

Are there any requirements for what type of mask can be worn? 

From TEA’s Public Health guidance: For the purposes of this document, masks include non-

medical grade disposable face masks, cloth face coverings (over the nose and mouth), or 

full-face shields to protect the eyes, nose and mouth. Face shields may be superior to cloth 



 

face coverings in may circumstances, give the improved ability to see mouth movements 

and improved air circulation. 

 

Like our dress code, the are guidelines for what type of mask is allowed. Students must 

refrain from wearing masks or face coverings that contain obscene or offensive images, 

language or in reference to drugs and/or alcohol. A mask or face covering can be patterned, 

have the district or campus logo, sport or business logos, but may not contain words or 

messages that are not part of the logo options. Any objectionable masks or face coverings 

will be confiscated and returned to the parent with the understanding that the mask will not 

be worn to school again. 

 

What are campus administrators doing to limit the interaction between students and 

the possibility of viral spread during the school day? 

Campus administrators are creating plans to increase safety by limiting possible exposure, 

including possible staggering transition times between classes, designating traffic flow for 

specific hallways, social distancing in classrooms as much as possible, and creating 

alternate lunch period plans. These strategies will continue to be  developed as we learn 

more about COVID-19 and as we see the need to adjust as students return. 

 

What will the lunch period look like for students? 

Based on building capacity and student enrollment, campus administrators will determine 

areas that may be utilized for lunch. These areas could include classrooms, the library or 

other large areas within the school building. Teachers or staff will monitor hallways and the 

cafeteria to promote proper distancing practices. Depending on the number of students in 

the school, students may have meals in both the cafeteria and classrooms. Physical 

distance will be provided as much as possible. Sanitizing stations will be available at 

entrances and exits of the cafeteria. Mealtime visitors will not be permitted in the cafeteria. 

 

What cleaning and disinfecting procedures have been added to protect students and 

staff? 

Frequent cleaning and disinfection will support a healthy learning and work environment for 

students and staff. Each classroom will be cleaned and disinfected daily. All high touch 

areas will be disinfected throughout the day. Custodians are expected to wear masks and 

gloves during work hours. Staff and students will have access to disinfecting items to 

sanitize working surfaces, shared objects, and high-touch areas after use and during breaks 

in instruction. Cafeterias will be disinfected between lunch periods. 

 

Staff may supervise and limit the number of students that enter the bathroom at one time to 

comply with proper distancing. The scheduling of whole class restroom breaks may be 



 

considered to eliminate commingling of students across various classes and to ensure 

teacher monitoring of proper distancing guidelines. 

 

How will the district reinforce mitigating strategies for reducing the spread of illness? 

It is critical that students understand the importance and effectiveness of personal mitigating 

practices in keeping themselves and others safe and healthy. This includes, but is not 

limited to hand washing, covering your mouth and nose when you cough or sneeze, wearing 

a face covering and staying home when not feeling well. We will actively teach students 

about these important strategies. 

 

Will there be recess/PE? 

Yes. However, both recess and PE will be handled differently for proper distancing. There 

will also be “brain breaks” and “mask breaks” during the day. 

 

Will students switch classes? 

Campuses are in the process of developing schedules. Students staying in one classroom 

throughout the day is being considered. 

 

Will visitors or volunteers be allowed on campus? 

Visitors will be limited on each campus. All visitors will be required to wear a mask when 

entering the campuses.  

 

What will bus transportation look like? 

We will continue to run bus routes. Students and drivers will be expected to wear masks on 

the bus. Students will be distanced as much as practicable. When possible, bus windows 

will be open to allow outside air to circulate. Bus seating and high touch areas will be 

disinfected each day and hand sanitizers will be available when students get on the bus. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Remote Learning 

 

Will remote learning curriculum be consistent with the curriculum used in the face to 

face environment? 

Teachers will utilize curriculum just as with students who attend face-to-face instruction and 

will design strategies for learning in the remote environment. However, remote learning does 

not have the same academic benefits as face-to-face instruction. 

 

Will lessons be taught live or via pre-recorded video? 

Some of both. We will have a blended approach to synchronous (where students grades 3-

12 can possibly see real time instruction with the teacher) and asynchronous (where 

students engage the learning materials on their own time) instruction. Grades PreK – grade 

2 will only have asynchronous instruction. 

 

Will assignments be due every day or every week? 

Assignments will be assigned and due at the teacher’s discretion. 

 

What is asynchronous learning? 

Remote asynchronous learning is a curricular experience where students engage the 

learning materials on their own time, interacting intermittently with the teacher via the 

computer or other electronic devices. TISD will provide instruction, learning resources and 

support. 

 

Students will complete asynchronous activities assigned each day and will make contact 

with the teacher on a daily basis. If this does not occur, the student will not be counted as “in 

attendance” for that day. Students must show proof of participation satisfactorily each day. 

 

Students and parents can communicate with the teacher when needing additional 

assistance. 

 

How will Remote learning courses be graded? 

Grading for all remote courses will follow the same grading policy as the courses in the face-

to-face model. Remote learning courses that earn high school credit will count in the 

student’s GPA calculation. 

 

How will attendance be taken for Remote learning? 

Students who login to the TISD technology platform each and engage in teacher assigned 

learning content in a successful manner will be considered “present” and will not be marked 

absent. Students who have not made such contact each school day will be marked absent. 

 



 

Parents and students will receive absence notifications and will be reminded of the 

requirement of the student to engage in learning each day. 

 

If a student is engaged in learning for one day and completes assignments for the rest of the 

week, they will be counted present for the one day and marked absent for the other four 

days of the week. Daily engagement is required to meet the compulsory attendance 

laws. This is a requirement from TEA and parents and students can be filed on for truancy if 

compulsory attendance is not met. 

 

If a child participates in the Remote learning, can they still participate in campus-base 

clubs and organizations? 

No. Students must choose the face-to-face learning option if they want to participate in and 

UIL or school sponsored activities. 

 

Can Remote learning students participate in fine arts and PE. Yes 

Can students participate in athletics/extracurricular activities if enrolled in Remote 

learning? 

No 

 

If a student does not enroll in Remote learning but has to quarantine, do they move to 

remote learning or does the in-person teacher manage their temporary absence 

virtually? 

They will continue doing work as assigned by the in-person teacher while they are absent. 

Once they are cleared to return to campus, they may do so at that time. 


