
MINUTES 
Maynard School Committee Meeting 
Thursday, June 18th, 2020, 7:00 pm 

Remote Meeting 
  
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to ensure the safety of 
all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School Committee meeting.  This meeting 
was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members of the public were invited to join the meeting 
virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under 
Maynard School Committee Meetings.  (https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)  
 
Meeting Called to Order at 7:10 pm.  An attendance roll call was taken 

Maro Hogan - Present 
Mary Brannelly - Present 
Natasha Rivera - Present 
Lydia Clancy - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 

 
Other’s present are Mary Jane Rickson, Interim Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 
Superintendent; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant.  Irene Houle, Interim Business Manager, 
entered the meeting at 9:00pm. 
  
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes   
Without objection, the SC approved the minutes from 4/22/20 and 4/29/20, with the adjournment vote 
correction and grammatical fixes. 
 
Chairperson's Report (5 min; IO) 
Wonderful to see the many celebrations.  She thanked everyone for everything they have done. 
She noted that this was Maro Hogan and Mary Jane Ricksons last regular SC meeting.  Town meeting 
was held on June 13th.  June 23rd is the Town Election which includes a vote to allocate funding thru a 
debt exclusion for a portion of the GM roof.  Thanks to student representatives Patrick O’Neil and Talal 
Siddiqui for everything they did over the last year.  
 
Wayne White our new Business Manager, is attending tonight.  Meant to have an agenda item to vote 
on his contract and it was left off, but the School Committee can add an agenda item by a ⅔ vote. 
 
Ms. Clancy made a motion to discuss the contract and Wayne White’s impending employment with the 
School Department.  
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion. 
 
Ms. Andrade stated that according to Roberts Rules, the School Committee can add an agenda item at 
the beginning of the meeting by vote and second and a majority ⅔ vote. 

Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0 
 
Ms. Houlihan suggested without objection to add this matter after the Superintendent's Report.  

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists


Interim Superintendent’s Report  
It has been incredibly busy the last 12 weeks and now school is out.  MHS did a wonderful job doing a 
virtual award ceremony.  89 students graduated on 6/13, she thanked Thyme in the Garden for plants. 
Students drove up in their car, got out, walked with parents and got diplomas from a table, took a photo, 
then returned to their car, another ceremony is being planned for July 24th.  
Retiring staff are: 

MaryBeth Wallace, GM Kindergarten teacher for 14 years 
Vicki Brown-Stevens, FS Paraprofessional for the past 14 years 
Nancy Griffith, FS Gr 8 Science Teacher 
Trish Demars, 27 years as MHS PE teacher 
Donna Dankner, GM principal for 10 years 

She thanked them all for their service and wished we had other ways to celebrate, but there have been 
virtual recognitions at each school. 
Also thanked and acknowledged: 

Tim McGillicuddy, GM Principal 
Irene Houle, interim Business Manager 
Maro Hogan, School Committee member 

End of year parades: GM was last monday, FS was on the 15th, teachers lined up & waved to students.  
 
Review Contract and Vote on Wayne White 
Ms. Rickson introduced Mr. White who would be starting on July 1st.  He previously worked in 
Randolph Schools.  As well as Shore Educational Collaborative and Swamscott.  
 
The Business Manager was a critical role that fell under the purview of School Committee to approve  
Mr. White noted that he lived in Acton for 10 years, and was familiar with the area.  Both his daughters 
were in education.  When asked about how he felt about zero based budgeting, he said it can be time 
consuming, but if that’s how the Budget SubCommittee and School Committee wanted to go, it could 
be done. 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to approve the contract for the appointment of Wayne White to Business 
Manager for Maynard Public Schools beginning July 1 for 3 years. 
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll call vote: 

Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Mr. White thanked the School Committee. 
 
Citizens’ Comments  
Ms. Houlihan read all the unique comments that were emailed to her, comments will be submitted as 
part of the meeting record.  
 
Indigenous Peoples’ Day in lieu of Christopher Columbus Day 
The School Committee received over 40 emails in favor of this change. 



Ms. Rivera read a statement from MARA - Maynard Anti Racist Alliance, in support of changing 
Christopher Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples’ Day. 
The Mass Center for Native American Awareness also sent in a statement in favor which would be 
submitted as part of the meeting record. 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion that the School Committee change acknowledge Indigenous Peoples’ Day in 
lieu of Christopher Columbus Day for Maynard Public Schools in perpetuity going forward beginning in 
FY21. 
 
Ms. Brannelly 2nd the motion 
 
Discussion: 
Several SC members thanked those who sent emails, especially the students.  
It was suggested to develop a committee that included staff, for vertical curriculum and possibly engage 
someone to help develop curriculum to include indiginous people properly, and to also include how this 
all came about, how we got here.  
 
Ms. Rivera noted that this discussion started back in January with the Indigions Peoples Task Force 
that included students, building leadership, and central administration.  They felt the student voice was 
important to bring forward, it was not a unilateral decision of the School Committee based on their 
feelings.  The MHS student body government had voted to bring this recommendation to the School 
Committee.  Due to the school's closure, other student presentations that were supposed to take place 
at Fowler could not.  Some Professional Development was also happening with staff.  Acknowledge 
that there are people who feel harmed by this and it can’t be something we take lightly. The onus is on 
us to take action.  
 
Ms. Hogan suggested that those who sent in comments, to also send their comments to the state to 
help make this state wide. 
  
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Additional Calendar Reviews  
12-month Employee Holidays 
This was a procedural item to approve the 14 holidays that would apply to 12 month employees.  
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to accept the proposed 12 month employee holiday except with the edit for 
Columbus Day to instead reflect Indiginious Peoples Day.  
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion 

 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 



Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
Motion Passed 5-0 

 
School Committee 2020-2021 Regular Meeting Schedule 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to hold meetings on July 6, with consideration if Brian Haas was not 
available to look at July 7, and hold another meeting onAugust 20. 
Ms. Clancy 2nd the motion. 

 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - abstained  
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 4-0    Abstained 1 
 
School Committee Anti-Racism Resolution  
Ms. Rivera felt this was timely and important to discussions.  MASC asked School Committees to pass 
a resolution for Anti Racism.  Ms. Rivera read the Maynard School Committee draft resolution on 
Anti-Resolution. 
 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to accept the anti-racism resolution drafted by Natasha Rivera. 
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion. 
 
Ms. Clancy had no objection to the resolution but felt it was important if it was adopted,in order to 
eradicate racist practices, there would need to be a discussion down the road about not having a police 
presence in our schools.  It is nothing personal about the current resource officers.  Need to be 
sensitive to trauma that students may have gone through, students from other countries or who do not 
have citizenship, and the impact on those students seeing an officer walk down the hall in their school.  
 
Ms. Brannelly noted they fought to get resource officers back into the schools, and felt it was a great 
experience for kids to have.  
 
Several members noted they would like to understand the role of law enforcement in our schools and 
how that was seen as a benefit to our students.  
 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Budget Updates 
All warrant articles were passed at the Town Meeting.  
 
If there were no fall sports, there would need to be a discussion with the MEA about the stipends for the 
Athletic Director and coaches to decide on any necessary reductions.  There was no spring season, 
therefore spring coaches were not paid.  



FY20 is expected to end on budget at this time.  Some supplies were being ordered now for the 
summer or fall.  Will be looking at the budget next week to see what we have and where to put the 
money so we can use it in FY21.  Money can be used now to prepay up to 3 months of out of district 
placement, or to place into Circuit Breaker to carry over to next year. 
 
It was unclear when the State would present their FY21 budget. 
 
The District has been having discussions with the Town about the Cares Act funds.  Re-opening can 
potentially have a big impact on the budget, there are still a lot of unknowns.  Administration have been 
meeting regularly with the unions about reopening.  When the State guidance is received about 
re-opening, meetings will resume to work on a plan. 
 
School Committee Resolution COVID -19 State Funding 
MASC asked all School Committee’s to adopt a resolution regarding the COVID-19 Funding. 
Ms. Rivera read the draft resolution.  
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion that the School Committee adopt this resolution for Maynard Public Schools. 
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion. 
 
There was discussion if they should include a sheet listing the amount of expenses they were looking at 
to show the gravity.  A lot was still unknown and the Resolution referred to any expenses related to 
what the COVID-19 mandates would be.  This could include PPE, additional nurses, extra custodial 
work.  Can’t count the loss of revenue as an expense such as bussing, but can call it an added 
expense if paying more than what we normally would. 
 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Ms. Houlihan suggested, without objection, to use signature stamps on the two resolutions before 
sending them. 
 
MSBA School Building Committee (School Committee Representative Appointment)  
Received letters from 6 community members interested in the Building Committee, selected 3 who 
have engineering and architecture experience.  They will be notified next week.  At least 1 member of 
the School Committee will also participate on the Committee. There were other very specific Town and 
School roles that would also be part of the Building Committee.  
 
Ms. Clancy and Ms. Brannelly stated that they would like to be considered.  If Ms. Brannelly was not 
re-elected, it could be amended.  It is required to be submitted to MSBA every time there is a change in 
Committee Members.  
 
Ms. Hogan made a motion for Lydia Clancy and Mary Brannelly to be on the MSBA School Building 
Committee. 
Ms. Rivera 2nd the motion. 
 



Roll call vote: 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
School Reopening Updates   
Still in a holding pattern and expecting news tomorrow.  Reopening committees are still working on 
different scenarios for the Fall.  Once we know from the State what choices we are allowed to make we 
will be surveying the community with questions about different options.  
 
Ms. Hogan asked if video or photos of what classrooms may look like can be posted for parents to see.  
 
If the Green Meadow roof was not completed until October the PreK side of the hall would not be 
occupied with classrooms.  Kindergarten classrooms would still be used.  The last conversation 
regarding the roof indicated that work would happen after hours, or in a way it would not disrupt those 
classrooms.  We were clear with the Town that we could not close down that wing.  They would check 
to see where in the process that was, if the bid was ready to go out.  
 
Policies for review  
KHA - Public Solicitations in Schools: NEW from MASC; 2nd reading 
KHA can be voted on as is, it does not affect KHB-Advertising in Schools.  We don’t currently have 
anything to cover this, and already adopted all MASC policies. 
 
KHB-Advertising in Schools deals with Advertising on Alumni Field and the Policy SubCommittee 
needed to review the terms and amounts of this policy.  It will be at a later School Committee meeting. 
Policies on Remote Learning will be on the next School Committee agenda. 

 
Ms. Clancy made a motion to accept KHA, Public Solicitations in Schools, as written and adopted from 
MASC general policies. 
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion. 

 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
It was noted that the School Committee voted on 1/30/20 to adopt all MASC policies to that date that 
were not redundant to MPS policies as well as their naming convention.  Any change, deletion, or 
addition to a MASC policy after 1/30/20 would be reviewed and voted on by the School Committee. 
 
INJDD - Social Media: NEW; adopted from the Franklin County School District; 2nd reading 
This policy was reviewed and edited by the Policy SubCommitee since the last School Committee 
meeting based on member input.  Ms. Clancy went through the suggested changes/additions. 
 



The changes that warranted discussion were: 
 
Section 1.D - the suggestion to change “law enforcement may be notified” to WILL be notified was left 
as will notify.  School staff were mandated reporters already.  The Policy SubCom felt that WILL was 
too much of an absolute.  If something was suspected, it would need to be investigated first before 
reporting to law enforcement.  It was noted that the School Dept were not criminal investigators, in 
which case the Police would need to do the investigation.  The statement of “will” may also be 
something the MEA would not be willing to sign off on if they would be reported for every suspicion.  

 
Section 4.A.1 - “Employees may not “friend”, “follow”, “like”,  or use any similar method to link 
themselves with current students or their content on social media'' suggested to add “except in 
their role of parent or guardian”.  The Policy SubCommittee felt that clarification was unnecessary. They 
felt a parent had the right to follow their own child on social media.  If you add parents, what about 
grandparents, aunts or uncles?  The suggested language would need clarification from legal.  

 
Ms. Rivera noted that there were staff who were parents, and thought this was an important exception 
to clarify.  
 
It was noted that there are existing policies similar to those cross-referenced at the end of this policy, 
which the Policy SubCommittee will need to review.   This policy will be sent to Legal for review before 
it goes to the MEA. 
 
Ms. Houlihan stated that the School Committee would now move into Executive Session under MGL; 
CH30A; § 21(a)(3) To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining with Local 1703, State 
Council #93 AFSCME – Maynard Custodial Union and Maynard Secretarial Union, and stated that that 
this may have a detrimental effect on bargaining of the public body. 
The School Committee will return to open session after Executive Session is completed. 
 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 to enter into Executive Session at 10:22pm 
 
Returned to open session at 10:44 
 
Union Contract Ratification 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to approve the 1 yr extension for the custodian union’s contract, Local 1703, 
State Council #93 AFSCME,  effective july 1 2020 to june 30, 2021 
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 



Ms. Houlihan suggested that without objection to add Members' Comments to the agenda. 
 
Members’ Comments 
School Committee members thanked Maro Hogan for her time serving on School Committee, Mary 
Jane Rickson as Interim Superintendent coming in at a difficult time and hitting the ground running, and 
Irene Houle as Interim Business Manager for all her knowledge and helping to get thru this time, and for 
all the hard work the three have done and wished them all well.  
 
Ms. Hogan thanked everyone, including Ms. Rickson and Ms. Houle, for the last year and all that they 
did.  
 
Ms. Rivera thanked the MPS graduates and noted how well the Town meeting went. 
 
Ms. Clancy noted that she would like to find a way she and Ms. Hogan could work together on the New 
School Committee Member packet. 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to adjourn the meeting 
Ms. Hogan  2nd the motion 
 
Roll call vote: 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion Passed 5-0 
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:06pm. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 
Approved 7/22/2020  



Citizens Comments entered into record as they were received via email 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
As a teacher and a resident of Maynard, I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our 
children as we begin thinking about how we will shape our next school year. This has been a 
challenging year for all of us, and our children as well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years.  
  
Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero, when he was tried AND JAILED IN HIS LIFETIME AND 
NATIVE for crimes against humanity, denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of millions of 
people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
Maynard is better than this, and I am hopefully that this is just one step that reflects the inclusive 
community of humans that we are. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kelly Joy Sampar  
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Bethlyn and the Maynard School Committee, 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 



Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. 
  
Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of millions of 
people and causes harm to all children. I also would like all celebration on Columbus removed from the 
curriculum as it is a fallacy that he discovered "America" and a glorifcation of murder and trauma. The 
fact that my Kindergartener has come home with a coloring sheet of a cartoon Columbus is disgusting 
and we should be past this by now. With the world crying out to stop teaching about white-washed 
history, we should be at the point (beyond the point) of looking deeply into our curriculum and taking the 
stand to diversify it and remove the white supremist leanings that are present. Be brave and be on the 
side of what is right and take this action.  
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation 
and tell these stories honestly, critically, and from multiple perspectives. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Heather Nickle 
12 Brooks St, Maynard 
pronouns: she, her, hers 
  
PS - I also emailed Jen Gaudet about this and she bounced the question to the School Committee. 
However, I am hopeful that the school committee can charge our curriculum director with overseeing 
these curriculum changes.  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 



  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Neil Pederson 
2 Country Lane 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
                                                                                                                      June 10, 2020 
Dear School Committee, 
  
 I am writing on behalf of the decision to change “Columbus Day” to Indiginous People’s Day. 
Changing “Columbus Day” is important because Columbus did not actually discover America. He came 
to the “New World” and discovered a tribe of Native Americans called the Tainos. The Taino people 
were very peaceful and they had no weapons. At first he “bonded” with them but after a while, he 
realized that they would make “great slaves” (ugh) to serve him and he started taking them by force to 
work for him. Of course, he did not speak the same language so they were confused and scared so 
they tried to fight back. Of course, Columbus did not like this so he and his men started a mass 
genocide of the Taino people and eventually he killed around 90% of them in about 3 years. This 
should not have happened. Most people don't know this about Columbus because all they know is that 
he “discovered” America. But all he did was come to America, kill the first people of America and then 
he got praised and remembered for his whole life, even after he died when we should be remembering 
the Indiginous people who were murdered. This is why you should consider changing the holiday to 
something worth remembering. 
Thank you for your time. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Esme O’Brien, Seventh grade student :) 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Good Afternoon, 
  
I am writing in strong support of the proposal to change Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day for 
the Maynard public schools. It is simply the right thing to do. History is history and we have taught it 
wrong for too long; it is time to get it right. 
  



Many thanks for your consideration. 
  
EJ Labb, Parent of a soon-to-be 2nd grader  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Peter Day 
2 George Rd 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Bethlyn and members of the School Committee, 
  
I'm writing as a Maynard resident and the parent of a Green Meadow rising second grader. I 
grew up in Hudson and have lived in Maynard since 2011.  
  
Growing up, I was taught the legend of Christopher Columbus as the great discoverer. I learned the 
same first Thanksgiving tale as most American schoolchildren of the 1980s and 1990s. These stories 



didn't totally compute, but I was taught to trust teachers as authority figures so I made sense of the 
teachings as best I could. 
  
Now, as a parent, I want to do better by my child and his classmates. We know that the Columbus story 
is far more complicated than what is covered in our existing curriculum. I want my child to learn truer 
history so that he doesn't spend decades unlearning inaccuracies like I have. Moreover, we have 
neighbors with Indigenous children, and they shouldn't be forced to celebrate a man whose legacy 
continues to harm Native communities to this day. 
  
When I saw that the Maynard Public Schools are committing "to bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the 
world," I was heartened. There is so much work to do in that vein, and I think that one small way 
we could make a meaningful change is to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples Day 
on the school calendar. 
  
I hope that the School Committee will follow the lead of many communities in Massachusetts and 
across the country and make this change for the coming school year. It is one way to be on the right 
side of history and to make good on our promise that Green Meadow students are "kind, safe 
learners." 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Julie Blazar 
1 Mayfield Street 
  
P.S. I shared where I grew up because I know that many people dismiss requests like these as 
products of big cities or hyper-liberal hippie towns. I'm proof that you can grow up in Hudson, a 
town not unlike Maynard, and want those very same things. Thank you for taking the time to 
read my request. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Beth, 
  
Lorne Bell here. I think we've interacted through the Assabet Village Co-op Market (and probably a 
number of other town initiatives and events). I hope you're doing ok through all this craziness. 
  
I'm the parent of two young boys who I hope to enroll in the Maynard schools. I'm also a former high 
school English teacher, and I value a strong public school system that plays an active role in "bringing 
to light the issues that racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, 
and the world," to quote the MPS' creed. 
  
But I have serious reservations about enrolling my children at MPS given the schools' ongoing 
recognition and celebration of Columbus Day and its namesake. As a Jew, I know all too well about the 
dangers of whitewashing history, especially those figures who led or played prominently in the genocide 



of millions. I would be appalled to have a Hitler Day marked and celebrated in the public schools. And 
without a doubt, Columbus was such a man. 
  
(You've probably read Howard Zinn's "A People's History of the United States" - I used to give my 
students the passage on Columbus every year as Columbus Day weekend reading. In case you missed 
it :https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinncol1.html) 
But beyond the danger in teaching our children to ignore historical facts and celebrate someone who 
proudly murdered millions of people, the failure to recognize our fellow Native Americans and the fate 
they endured at the hands of Columbus is equally dangerous. As you know, indigenous peoples across 
the country rightly mark the day with a national day of mourning, just as Jews mark Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. 
  
I encourage our School Board to follow our students' lead and school districts across the state by 
changing the school calendar to recognize the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples 
Day," and to teach the well-documented truths, however uncomfortable, of Columbus's actions and 
legacy on this continent. 
  
Please feel free to reach out with any concerns, and thank you for your service to our students and our 
community. 
  
Best, 
  
Lorne Bell 
8 Brooks Street 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Good morning, 
  
My name is Rachel Tryba and I live on Dartmouth Court in Maynard. I would like to address the School 
Committee about the issue of changing the October holiday from Columbus Day to Indigenous People's 
Day. I feel that before the 2020-21 school year starts, it would be prudent to make this change to the 
school calendar. As an Italian-American, I am standing in solidarity with Indigenous People to celebrate 
their heritage instead of the harmful and horrific history of Christopher Columbus. I would never choose 
to associate my Italian pride with this individual. I feel that the school, as an institution of education, 
should take leadership on this issue. The School Committee has made a commitment to anti-racism 
and making the change to Indigenous People's Day is a concrete action to support this cause. 
  
Thank you for taking the time to read my statement. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rachel Tryba, C.A.G.S. 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

https://www.historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/zinncol1.html


 
Hi Bethlyn, 
  
I just wanted to write a personal plea to push forward the discussion about Indigenous Peoples Day. It 
truly is the time to make this change. I've been talking with my husband who is a school principal in 
Brookline. He keeps saying to me "Maynard really doesn't want to be last one to do this."  I know it is 
hard to figure out how many school calendars have made this change - there really isn't any data. But, I 
have a feeling that many have and that if they haven't yet, they will be making the change very soon. 
  
I have been doing a lot of work to listen to Indigenous voices and to learn about the true history of 
Indigenous People in the U.S. The invisibility of their experience is so harmful and it starts in 
Kindergarten with the celebration of Columbus Day.  
  
Who are we protecting by not bringing this up for discussion and by not making this change? I know 
there are so many things to be working on right now and I know that schools are so stressed. However, 
we are also at a crossroads in our country when we are being asked to be brave and to speak up for 
people of color. 
  
I appreciate all of the hard work you do for our community.  
I hope that you will consider pushing this issue forward. 
  
Thank you, 
  
Heather O'Brien 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
To the members of the Maynard School Committee: 
  
I am writing to emphatically express my support for changing the name of the October school holiday to 
Indigenous Peoples Day.  
  
For centuries, this country has functioned to make invisible the narratives of Black, Indigenous, and 
other People of Color (BIPOC).  In addition to discriminating against them in all manners of social 
policy, BIPOC students have grown up learning a version of history that leaves out their role models 
and their cultural heritage, and in doing so, reinforces the notion that their history is less valuable than 
that of others.  At the same time, the narratives and the symbols students are exposed to honor and 
glorify people and events that resulted in the harm and death of their ancestors and family members.  
  
For these reasons, I believe it is important for the Maynard School District to make this change, and to 
do so as soon as possible, in line with the Administration’s recently reaffirmed commitment to 
anti-racism (per the message sent to families on June 4th, 2020, which stated: “…we wish to affirm our 
commitment to do our part to ensure that all students and families in Maynard are seen, heard, and 
respected”).  Making this change is a first step towards honoring and respecting Indigenous People in 



our community, and towards ending the perpetuation of narratives that render invisible the original 
inhabitants of this land.  
  
Not addressing this issue actively causes harm to Indigenous students and families in Maynard, and 
is a step the School Committee can actively take now.  Rather than waiting for the town to address it, 
the School Committee can take action that sets an example for our town to make changes.  This will 
demonstrate the School Administration’s commitment and show that its promises are not empty words.  
  
Thank you for considering this. 
  
Sincerely, 
Karen Ross 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Hello Everyone.  
  
I hope this email finds you and your family well. I also hope we call all already see the light at the end of 
this most interesting school year!  
  
I'd like to begin this email with these wise words by MLK.  
  
“For years now I have heard the word "Wait!" It rings in the ear of every Negro with piercing familiarity. 
This "Wait" has almost always meant "Never." We must come to see, with one of our distinguished 
jurists, that "justice too long delayed is justice denied.” 
― Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from the Birmingham Jail 
  
I'm writing today to kindly ask you to replace Columbus Day on the school calendar with Indigenous 
People's Day at the next SC meeting. As some of you may know, I discussed this with Gerardi last year 
and he was in full support. Together with the Maynard Anti-Racist Alliance, the plan was to make that 
change that school year but then the mold and asbestos issues at Green Meadow became a priority 
soon after that.  
  
It's 2020 now. We are witnessing the continuation of the Civil Rights Movement right in front of us. We 
are telling our students that everyone's civil rights should be protected and that we have to support one 
another. Then, there's the school calendar honoring a guy who created racism and led the genocide of 
indigenous peoples in the Americas. We can no longer continue to send conflicting messages to our 
students. More importantly, we can no longer afford to continue traumatizing the several students who 
are of indigenous descent in our schools.  
  
I urge you to add this important topic to the next School Committee agenda and pass it.  
  

"Justice too long delayed is justice denied."  
  
Thank you for your attention to this matter.  

https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/197294
https://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/197294


  
Best regards,  
  
Danielle Pimenta  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
To the School Committee (SC), 
  
If this request to change Columbus Day to Indigenous People's Day doesn't feel urgent to you, then you 
are probably not an Indigenous person. But my hope is that you'd like to identify as an ethical person 
and committee.  
  
If that were to be so, you'd have to understand that not addressing this need to put Indigenous People's 
Day on the calendar causes serious emotional and psychological harm to Indigenous community 
members and those of us who are aware of their pain.  
  
Educators are trauma-informed community leaders. It is their responsibility to turn the tide for the more 
reactionary, slow-moving political systems of change in town. And on June 4th, the School 
Administration put in writing their commitment to this work:  
  
"...we know we have work still to do, and we will continue to strive to make our policies, 
procedures, and practices ones that affirm the humanity of all members of our community." 
  
It is time for the SC to follow through on their word and change Columbus Day to Indigenous People's 
Day. Making the change to simply edit the calendar is a major way to follow through on that promise. It 
is low-hanging fruit in the work to affirm the humanity of the Indigenous People in our town, and in one 
meeting, you could do what's right.  
  
For a contextual reminder, Columbus' invasion and systemic genocide of the Taino population resulted 
in the death of 8 million Taino Native Americans, which relagated them to "extinction." This is more than 
the number of Jews who were killed in the Holocaust (citation, Columbus' Legacy of Genocide, MIT). 
  
You are either working to dissolve a clearly problematic holiday that upholds reminders of a traumatic 
genocide, or you're supporting it's existence. There is no inbetween. 
  
Social Justice work is more than making sure all voices are heard; it's ensuring that the most vulnerable 
voices are upheld. Do the ethical thing by truly hearing Maynard's Indigenous voices. Make a small 
change that will verify you’re good on your word. 
  
Thank you, 
Courtney Fields-Thomas 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 



Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Kellie and David Marshall 
194 Great Road 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Hi Bethlyn,  
  
I'm literally on my way out the door, but just found out the potential change from Columbus Day, 
celebrating a brutal pillager and murderer, to Indigenous Persons Day is on the SC agenda.  
  
I strongly support the change. We have to stop perpetuating the lie of Christopher Columbus as this 
great American hero. It's time to right this wrong in American history.  
  
Thank you.  
  
Sincerely,  
  
Kerry Bernard  
43 Glendale St, Maynard, MA 01754 



 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Bethlyn, 
  
It sounds like the school committee has a wonderful opportunity to change the name of the 2nd Monday 
of October from Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day.  I hope to see this change for Maynard in 
the coming school year.  Thank you! 
  
Jodi Hanelt 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
I support changing Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day. 
  
Carolyn Stock 
7 Everett St. 
Maynard MA 01754 
978-897-8660 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
Sincerely, 



  
Geraldine Peters-Wiles 
18 Douglas Avenue 
Maynard, MA 01754 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
We are reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about 
how we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and the children 
as well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  We are hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
We are also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. 
We are hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Jennifer, Andrew, Abby and Patrick Kuhn 
12 Driscoll Ave 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. I am a Maynard resident and future parent in the Maynard public schools. I moved to this town 
specifically for its vibrant, artistic, and economically diverse community. 
  



The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ruby Stardrum 
2 King Street 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day." I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 



  
History did not begin with colonization. Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
Sincerely, 
  
Laura Scoble 
Maynard Resident  
50 Brooks St 
Maynard Ma 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Elinor Springer 
19 Fairfield St 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear members of the school committee, 
  
I urge you to end Maynard's celebration of Columbus Day and replace the holiday with Indigenous 
Peoples Day. 



  
There are many, many excellent reasons that you should do this, and I'm sure you have heard your 
share of them. In the interest of respecting your time, I will limit myself to stating one of those reasons. I 
can't imagine a counter-argument to the proposition that this one reason is sufficient. 
  
Christopher Columbus enslaved the rightful inhabitants, as you know, and history tells us that those 
who couldn't meet his demands for gold were punished by having their hands cut off. 
  
Imagine being a child in the school system with Native American ancestry, having knowledge of 
Columbus that goes beyond the myths (he discovered America, the world was believed to be flat, etc.), 
knowing of the atrocities he had perpetrated, and being forced to "learn" the myths from the teachers - 
which does still happen - or at least to hear them from classmates every year when this holiday rolls 
around. Imagine how those children, and there are such children in Maynard schools, are made to feel 
annually. 
  
I hope you'll agree that the right side of history will not include a celebration of this horrific malefactor, 
and that you'll join with the many school districts, towns, cities, etc., that have made this correction. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
John Skogstrom 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent.  
  



I admire the students at Maynard high who have advocated for this chance and support their voices. 
  
Sincerely,  
  
Laura Moynagh  
6a Upper Beacon Street 
Maynard MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
There is an important issue that I'm wanting to reach out about. Thinking of the kids of Maynard and all 
the messages given to them from all corners of their worlds. They deserve extra attention, as they've 
got fewer coping skills for a year like this one. 
  
Because y'all have stated clearly that you are commitmented to “bring to light the issues that racial and 
socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
Aligned with that commitment, I encourage you to change the Maynard Public School calendar to 
reflect that the second Monday in October is “Indigenous Peoples Day."  
  
This would be one tiny step toward acknowledging the genocide, colonoziation, enslavement that 
arrived with Columbus. This was catastrophic for native, indigenous, first nations people who were 
already here, and had been for thousands of years. It's time to leave Columbus day behind. 
  
I would love to see us in Maynard center the celebration of Native Americans, and specifically the 
Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I am hopeful that this change will 
be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization. Let’s tell the truth, let's tell all the stories that have shaped our 
nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Lisa Kynvi 
4 Meadow Lane 
Maynard MA 01754 
  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  



I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education myself and many other students in the Maynard 
Public School System as we begin thinking about how we will shape our next school year. This has 
been a challenging year for all of us. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day." I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching my fellow students of our town the true 
history of this continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization. Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Hannah Peters 
13 Brooks Street 
Maynard, MA 01754 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
I support the change of name for the October school holiday from Columbus Day to Indigenous 
Peoples Day 
  
Kirsten Chetwynd 
161 Summer St, Maynard 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 



  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
~ Alli Leake 
101 Powder Mill Rd 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
As a parent of a Maynard schools student, I would like to add my voice to the conversation surrounding 
the label we use for the holiday sometimes known as Columbus Day. 
  
As we know, this holiday has been renamed as Indigenous Peoples Day in many cities and states - a 
name that seeks to not only tell a different story, but to shed light on the one we have been telling. 
  
While the value of tradition informs much of what we do as a community, and with good reason, the 
narrative of Columbus is so fraught with brutality and injustice that at minimum we know that there's 
little difficulty in identifying some moral boundaries. 
  
Re-labeling a holiday does not repair past injuries, but it signals to the community that we have an 
interest in being frank about our shared history. America is not the only country that has spun a 
mythology around its emergence. It should be the mission of all thoughtful, evolved cultures to go 
through the sometimes difficult processes of unpacking some of these myths in order to allow our 
children to have a clearer, more honest view of the world and our place in it. 
  
John Winthrop's A Model of Christian Charity made reference to a City Upon a Hill. And in our recent 
history, some public figures have seized upon this phrase as confirmation of American exceptionalism. 
The City Upon a Hill is often referenced by politicians on the stump as a point of great national pride. 
But any straight reading of the sermon shows that this was far from Winthrop's intention. He was letting 
us know that our actions would be observed - as though we were visible on a hilltop - and that if we did 



not live up to certain prescribed moral tenets (among them: collectivism, and the forgiving of debts, 
among others) - then our failures would be plainly seen by the world, and God. The sermon was not a 
boast. If anything, it was a warning against the folly of self-interest and hubris. 
  
So in this spirit, I hope we can have a conversation about what we have been calling this holiday, and 
whether the historical focus on Columbus gives our children the best chance to understand the very 
human and imperfect facets of our story. 
  
With many thanks, 
Clayton Scoble 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Marie Delaney 
Maynard Resident 
2 King st.  
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 



Dear Maynard School Committee, Maynard Public Schools, and Maynard Educators, 
  
I am reaching out to all involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how we will 
shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for many regarding the work around 
inclusivity, equality, and diversity. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
As an educator, a resident of Maynard, and future parent of Maynard Public Schools, I am asking 
Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc 
Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus, in hopeful change that renaming this 
annual holiday can be a positive step for inclusive change in our children's education and community. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Christel Michaud 
2 Riverview Ave. 
Maynard, MA 01754 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
Although my child is currently too young to be in school, I am looking forward to her attending the 
Maynard schools in the future. I have heard that the Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their 
commitment to “bring to light the issues that racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our 
community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  



I encourage the Maynard Public Schools to celebrate Native Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc 
Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I am hopeful that this change will be the 
beginning of teaching our children the true history of this continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
Kelsey, Tori, and Ida Peterson 
6 Assabet Street 
Maynard, MA  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
My name is Eliot Prisby.  I am a resident and business owner in Maynard.  I am also involved in 
community organizing, and am a founding member of Maynard Welcomes You and the Maynard 
Progressive Coalition.  Through my work as a martial arts teacher and an activist, I'm well-connected to 
many Maynard students and parents. 
  
I am also the proud father of a brilliant little girl who will possibly be entering the Maynard school 
systems within the next few years. 
  
First, thank you all for sacrificing your time and energy for your commitment to supporting kids, 
teachers, and parents through your work on the School Committee.  It's important work and it is not 
well-appreciated enough, so thank all of you for your hard work. 
  
The combination of the COVID-19 pandemic and the uprisings calling for justice after the murders of 
Ahmaud Arbery, Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, and others at the hands of the police have lead to a 
surprising moment in our society, where the ground seems to be shifting beneath our feet - I think it's 
very important that when the earth settles, we'll be on the moral high ground, proudly and unashamedly 
standing up for justice, equality, and humanity for all in our community. 
  
An enormous part of this is the acknowledgment of indigenous people in our community, whose land 
we live on now.  One small way we can acknowledge the violence committed against indigenous 
people by many of our ancestors is to replace Columbus Day with Indigenous Peoples' Day.  I 
understand that historical figures are often complicated, but if we are trying to hold up a historical 
example for our children to follow, we can do far better than the likes of Christopher Columbus, who 
committed nothing less than genocide against the people who used to live here.  I'm sure some people 
will point out the importance of recognizing Italian heritage, but I am partially Italian and I take NO pride 
in associating my ancestry with a racist, slaver, and murderer. 
  
As a martial arts teacher, I understand that an important part of learning is looking clearly and 
unflinchingly at our flaws.  Rather than shying away from them, we should acknowledge them, face 
them, and work to change them, in order to improve ourselves as human beings, and by extension, our 



communities, and our entire society.  The Chinese say that a journey of one thousand miles begins with 
one step - please let this be one small step on a greater journey of making our entire world a more kind 
and equitable place for all to live their lives. 
  
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
  
- Eliot Prisby 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Michelle and Tim Harrison 
6 Shore Ave 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am strongly in favor of celebrating native Americans on October 2nd and not colonization, of honoring 
the victims rather than the perpetrators of mass violence, and admitting that America's past is 



complicated as is it's present. I believe the community is emailing you with requests to rethink the name 
and activities associated with the holiday, and I strongly support that initiative. 
  
Yours, 
  
Frances Maughan-Brown 
4 Riverside Park 
Maynard 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Ben Atherton-Zeman 
7 Riverview Ave. 
Maynard 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  



I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Emily Schadler 
17 Shore Ave 
Maynard  
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
To The Maynard School Committee, 
  
We are writing to ask that you change Columbus Day to Indigenous Peoples Day.  
  
The country, as it is, exists because of the deliberate genocide of the original inhabitants of this land, 
whose history and continued existence here are ignored and pushed aside. The least we can do is 
acknowledge their existence - this is just a small first step toward the justice these communities 
deserve. 
  
Christopher Columbus was a tyrannical and violent slaver and racist, and his name should be nowhere 
near a holiday in a society that is working toward liberty and justice. Most of his violence was directed 
at indigenous people who live on what is now called North America, so the least we can do is stop 
holding him up as a hero and replace his holiday with one that is actually worthwhile. 
  
There is no good reason not to do this. 
  
Best, 



  
Nick & Jess Krefting 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Rebecca Norris-Bell 
8 Brooks Street 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am a teacher in Framingham and a resident of Maynard. As I move toward making my own classroom 
anti-racist, I sincerely hope you will bring my home town in this direction also.  
  
I am reaching out to all who are involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about 
how we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children 
as well. 
  



The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
David Behrstock 
12 Walcott Street 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and our children as 
well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues 
that racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the 
world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 



am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization.  Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation. 
  
Sincerely, 
  
Sally Bubier 
33 Butler Ave 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
As a proud alumna of the Maynard Public Schools, I am constantly encouraging MPS to grow and 
improve itself.  
  
I am reaching out to all of you involved in the education of our children as we begin thinking about how 
we will shape our next school year. This has been a challenging year for all of us, and for the children 
as well. 
  
The Maynard Public Schools have recently stated their commitment to “bring to light the issues that 
racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
One step in the direction of holding up that commitment is changing the school calendar to recognize 
the second Monday in October as “Indigenous Peoples Day."  I am hopeful that this change will be a 
symbolic effort to acknowledge that the genocidal violence, colonization, and enslavement brought by 
Columbus was catastrophic for the Indigenous Peoples, who had been living on this land for thousands 
of years. Continuing to honor Columbus as a hero denies the reality of the murder and enslavement of 
millions of people and causes harm to all children. 
  
I am also writing to encourage the Maynard Public Schools to center the celebration of Native 
Americans, and specifically the Nipmuc Nation native to our area, rather than Christopher Columbus. I 
am hopeful that this change will be the beginning of teaching our children the true history of this 
continent. 
  
History did not begin with colonization. Let’s tell all the stories that have shaped our nation.  
  
I implore the MPS to do better and be a leader to begin with this important action.  
  
Sincerely, 
Margaret (Meg) Reilly, MHS ‘12 
1 Chandler Street 
Maynard, MA 



  
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
  



Dear Maynard School Committee, 
  
My name is Margaret Day and I live on Glendale Street. I would like to address the School Committee 
about the issue of changing the October holiday on the school from Columbus Day to Indigenous 
People's Day. 
  
I raised my Lakota daughter in a colonial system far from her ancestral homelands as a single, white 
mother. We engaged with the local indigenous community and attended local powwows, learned local 
traditions, stories, and celebrations, and met local peoples from a number of nations. However, she 
was the only Native American in her school and, for many of her classmates, the only Native American 
they ever met. I was working full time and going to school during her tenure in K-12 education, so she 
had to learn to self-advocate. Although she is from the same band as the well-known Sitting Bull, she 
does not share his physical appearance. Her nation, frequently know as “Sioux” is one that is talked 
about a lot in “American” history because by the time the settlers got to the Midwest, there was media 
coverage and the indigenous nations were prepared to fight. Learning about the “winning of the West” 
from a white, settler’s perspective was painful and harmful. Every fall, the trauma was exacerbated by 
Columbus Day, followed by Halloween, followed by the Thanksgiving fairy tale. She often had to 
question the history she was being taught by white teachers and educate them. She was frequently 
“othered” by students and staff who recognized she wasn’t quite white, but didn’t know how to label her. 
She graduated in 2000 and I moved to Maynard. 
  
About 5 years ago, she also moved to Maynard. In January 2017, I became a grandmother. Who would 
have thought we would be in the same place in 2020? As we take my grandson for walks around town, 
we have been assaulted with storefront decorations of inauthentic “Indian” displays, “Indian” costumes 
for Halloween, and continued invisibility of the indigenous history of this town. In the past year, I have 
been in a kindergarten classroom and elementary library that had (fictional) books about the Italian 
explorer who “discovered” America and the middle school that also had books about him and lessons 
about the Thanksgiving myth, in addition to the settler version of westward expansion. 
  
Changing this holiday is the first step in reducing harm to my grandson when he starts school as the 
schools strive to attain their “commitment to do our part to ensure that all students and families in 
Maynard are seen, heard, and respected.” I look forward to engaging with the schools in implementing 
changes to the curriculum that allow students to learn the complex story of this land that “was built on 
stolen land by people who were stolen from their land” from all voices and develop the critical thinking 
skills to “bring to light the issues that racial and socioeconomic inequalities have caused in our 
community, the nation, and the world.” 
  
Thanks, 
 Margaret Day 
23A Glendale Street 
Maynard, MA  01754 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Hello all, 



 
I’m writing to voice my support for MPS to change the school calendar and replace the Columbus Day 
holiday with Indigenous People’s Day.  I hope you’ve gotten lots of emails that contain the many 
reasons why this is the right course of action.  If you are still looking for specifics I’m happy to supply 
them, but in the spirit of brief emails I thought I would just share a personal experience. 
 
This fall I took it upon myself to essentially re-teach what my daughters were learning about Columbus 
Day at Green Meadow. What a strange and unnecessary situation to be in.  I want to partner and 
supplement the curriculum they are learning/messages they are getting, not directly contradicting.  
 
As with every decision there will be people who don’t agree, but at least Maynard will be moving 
towards more awareness and respect for Indigenous People.  
 
Be well, 
Meghan Kwartler 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Maynard School Committee, 
 
I am speaking up today on behalf of my ancestors, my Wampanoag family, the tribe of which I am a 
member.  
 
I am speaking up today as a teacher in the Maynard Public Schools. 
 
I am speaking up today as a mother of a child in Maynard.  
 
But most of all I am speaking up as a human being.  
 
Please change the school calendar to honor all Indigenous Peoples rather than the murderer 
Columbus. For my people, for our children, for all of us.  
 
When we lift up those who are most marginalized in our community, we all rise.  
 
Sincerely, 
Aimee Ledwell 
3 Glenn Dr 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear members of the Maynard School Committee,  
 
My name is Alon Pederson, and I just finished 2nd grade at Green Meadow. 
 



I think Columbus day should be called Indigenous Peoples Day because Columbus killed a lot of 
Indigenous people. Besides,did he discover America if there were Indigenous people there already? He 
should NOT be honored if he killed Indigenous people. 
 
Thank you for considering this name change.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Rising third grade student, 
Alon Pederson 
2 Country Lane 
Maynard, MA 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Ms. Houlihan, 
 
Please accept the attached letter into public record in support of adopting Indigenous Peoples Day in 
the Maynard Public School calendar. 
 
With appreciation, 
 
Asa Sevelius 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
June 15th, 2020  
 
Dear School Committee Members of the Maynard Public Schools Schools:  
 
To begin, thank you for your service. Your time and dedication to the Town of Maynard and our schools 
does not go unnoticed. Our family is appreciative.  
 
My family and I have lived in Maynard for 12 years and my two children attend MPS. My son is a rising 
third grader; my daughter is a rising 8th grader.  
 
I write in support of recognizing the second Monday in October as Indigenous Peoples Day on the MPS 
school calendar. This date has typically been reserved to honor Christopher Columbus, and – in my 
humble opinion – this is a tradition worth ending.  
 
All decisions I make I take into consideration the impact on my children, and this is no different. I have 
also done my fair share of research to know that “honoring” Columbus is simply no longer the 
honorable thing to do.  
 



That said, I will share a page from my own personal history. I was born and raised in Atlanta, Georgia. 
My formative education years were spent in the Atlanta Public Schools. In school, the academic bread 
and butter I was regularly served was that the Civil War was fought over state’s rights, that the 
Confederate flag was a legitimate icon, and that Black folks were happily enslaved by mostly 
benevolent masters. Here, north of the Mason-Dixon line, we might scoff at such nonsense and think 
this could never happen here. But we do it every year with the tired (and false) narratives of Christopher 
Columbus. My son brings home coloring sheets with smiling caricatures of the man; my daughter’s 
Guatemalan classmate portrayed Columbus in their 5th grade wax museum. A lie is a lie.  
 
As a 48-year old, I regularly grapple with the actively racist and false narratives that were sold to me as 
truth in my youth and at school. In our home, we actively teach our children that the lore of Columbus is 
incompatible with our core beliefs. By teaching them a counter-argument to what they are learning in 
school, we have told them that they are being taught things that are flatly untrue. And that is painful for 
they love their teachers and see school as a safe place. We’d infinitely rather be in alignment with MPS, 
but – as the calendar and offerings stand now – on this we cannot be.  
 
I will add that I am also a K-8 school principal in the Public Schools of Brookline. Several years ago we 
made the switch and Columbus Day became Indigenous Peoples Day. We have made a strong effort to 
replace tired texts with inclusive narratives, shine a light on the lived reality of indigenous folks in the 
U.S., and engage in active conversations with families about “Why Indigenous Peoples Day?” The 
switch has been seamless, and I, as an educator and school leader, feel cleaner. It just feels better to 
tell the truth – to our children, to our families, and to ourselves.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Dr. Asa Sevelius, Maynard Resident  
Parent of Charlie and Esme O’Brien 
 


