
 
MINUTES 

Maynard School Committee 
Public Hearing and Regular Meeting 

Thursday, May 28, 2020, 7:00 pm 
Remote Meeting 

 
 
Pursuant to Gov. Baker's Executive Order dated March 12, 2020, suspending certain provisions of the 
Open Meeting Law, G.L. c. 30A sec. 20, the School Committee has modified meeting procedures to 
ensure the safety of all participants.  The public was not allowed to physically access this School 
Committee meeting.  This meeting was held virtually (internet) using Zoom Technology.  All members 
of the public were invited to join the meeting virtually online or by phone.  In addition, a recording of the 
meeting is posted on the WAVM YouTube page under Maynard School Committee Meetings. 
(https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists)  
 
The Budget Public Hearing was called to Order at 7:07pm.  Attendance was taken by roll call: 
 

Lydia Clancy - Present 
Mary Brannelly - Present 
Maro Hogan - Present 
Natasha Rivera - Present 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Present 

 
Also present were Mary Jane Rickson, Interim Superintendent; Jennifer Gaudet, Assistant 
Superintendent; Irene Houle, Business Manager; Colleen Andrade, Administrative Assistant; Brian 
Haas, Incoming Superintendent 
 
Public Hearing on the proposed FY21 Budget, in accordance with MGL Ch 71, Sec. 38N) 
Lydia Clancy presented the school committee budget.  The presentation could be found on the MPS 
website home page under the heading Department → Business and Finance → Maynard Public 
Schools Proposed FY21 Budget Presentation and  Maynard Public Schools FY21 Budget Book.  
 
Due to expected state budget cuts, the Town and School Administrators are expecting to be asked to 
make further reductions to their budgets.  School budget cuts will not necessarily mean a reduction to 
services, and the District will work with Town and Union officials if they need to. It is not yet known 
what the next few months will bring. 
 
Citizens Comments for Budget Public Hearing - there were no comments 
 
 
Ms. Rivera made a motion to adjourn the budget hearing session at 7:49p.m. and to enter into the 
School Committee’s regular business meeting.  
 
Ms. Clancy 2nd the motion. 
 
Roll call vote 

Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/WAVMproductions/playlists
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/732324/FY_21_Budget_Presentation_5-28-20.pdf
https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/732324/FY_21_Budget_Presentation_5-28-20.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1KYIJA_GyC0VQPhqBnePxG2kzt9nBENIL/view?usp=sharing


 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE REGULAR MEETING 

 
The regular agenda session was called to order at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Approval of Prior Meeting Minutes - there were no minutes to approve. 
 
Chairperson's Report ( - this budget will be presented at Town Meeting on June,  
 
Interim Superintendent’s Report 
The Commissioner noted yesterday that there would be a lot of ambiguity the next few weeks. 
Information about the extended year summer programs would be going out soon. 
DESE voted that current students in grades 10 will be exempt from taking the Science MCAS. They 
will need to take the Math and ELA MCAS next year.  This vote also allows graduating seniors to 
receive their competency determination upon passing ELA, Math and Science/Technology/engineering 
courses and those who have not passed a MCAS will not need to take it.  All seniors will receive their 
diplomas. 
MHS held a virtual “Up Day Live” for 8th students with 10 HS staff members. 
MHS Guidance held a virtual event for 11th grade students about planning for the college application 
process.  
There were many virtual and drive by end of year activities planned for students in grades 3-8, 
especially for grades 3 and 8.  
Leadership and Operations principal are planning end of the year closure, including time for staff and 
students to collect personal belongings. 
MSBA update: letters of interest to join the Green Meadow Building Committee are due by 6/1, 
information can be found on the website. 
Ms. Rivera asked if the MSBA can be a “project” within ClearGov. 
 
Citizens’ Comments  
Linda Thayer thanked the School Committee, teachers and staff for all the work they’ve been doing 
and asked what the process was if the budget needed to be adjusted and if there would be another 
public hearing. 
Ms. Gaudet noted that it depended on a lot of different factors, the amount being asked to reduce, if 
there were available contingency funds in various budget lines.  Any reductions would be world 
through with administrators and unions.  The budget would be an ongoing agenda item for future 
meetings. 
 
FY 21 Budget 
A lot of work has been put into the budget and the Budget SubCommittee felt good about it at this 
time.  It includes hiring new positions, and there is always a risk when we are then asked to further 
reduce the budget.  Reductions are made by looking at seniority, but also looking at certifications, so 
it’s not always the last person hired that needs to be let go.  It’s difficult to make cuts now based on 
what we think may happen.  The Budget SubCommittee has worked on several scenarios for possible 
different dollar amounts of budget cuts up to 1.2 million.  As we get better numbers in the state, we 
may need to have some difficult conversations.  It would be difficult to cut 2 million in October.  The 
District has regular meetings with the Town concerning the budget. 
 
Ms. Rivera suggested approaching administration, where they may agree to take a percentage cut.  
 
Ms. Gaudet noted that the State believes they will be providing guidance in 2 weeks for planning 
school openings.  Many schools said they would decide about school opening plans in Early August. 
The focus of the Maynard school opening groups moving towards a hybrid model, which is most likely. 
Staff and family will be surveyed to find out what they are most comfortable with.  



 
Ms. Brannelly made a motion to accept the FY21 budget as presented tonight at the public hearing.  
Ms. Hogan 2nd the motion 
 
Roll call vote 

Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 

Motion passed 5-0. 
 
Summer Programs  
EXCEL will not be providing summer school this year, the guidelines for this type of program make it 
difficult to procure PPE for students and staff at this time and she has no money in her budget at this 
time.  Excel Director, Lois Cohen, is participating on the Green Meadow re-entry committee.  
It looks like we may be able to offer some very small structured ESY programs, working out the details. 
Most of the ESY program will be remote.  
 
Graduation Plans  
The Board of Selectmen has deemed Friday 6/5 senior day, there will be a parade starting at MHS at 
2:05pm, parade route will be released prior to this date.   MHS is working with the MPD on this plan. 
A drive-by graduation is planned for Saturday 6/13, 10:00am at MHS. Students will be introduced via 
microphone, they will drive up in cars, Seniors will get out of cars in their cap and gown to take their 
diploma off a table, parents can join them for pictures. (everyone needs to be in the same car). When 
done, they will drive on and the next student will follow the same process. 
A structured, in person graduation is being planned for July 24.  More information will follow.  
The Virtual Senior Awards Night will be on June 11th. This will be a video presentation prepared by 
staff members which will become available at 6:00pm by a link sent out prior to that date.  
 
Members’ Comments  
Ms. Brannelly thanked all who put together graduation plans and helped all the students graduate. 
She asked if they were going to do anything with CBI and the GM room before the Town Meeting.  
It was noted that the BOS approved the Town to use funds in the roof line that were left over for roof 
repairs, they also needed to complete the structural integrity study.  
 
Ms. Rivera attended the SEPAC Collaboration Committee meeting about programming considerations 
that were being discussed.  They had concerns with Special Education students and ppe.  The 
language based classroom at FS would be modeled differently next year, and the program with the 
Wilson and OG literacy programs was moving to GM.  
Indiginous peoples day taskforce plans were interrupted due to the closure, and should revisit the 
timeline to determine when to revisit that topic with the schools.  
 
Ms. Rickson noted that they were not successful with the Student Services candidates and was now 
moving to look for an interim.  
 
Ms. Clancy said that the Policy SubCommittee was still working on public comment and specifying 
procedures.  The Budget SubCommittee would not meet until after the Town Meeting. 
 
Ms. Houlihan was excited to see the solar panel project moving forward.  She would like to invite the 
SC Student Representatives Patrick and Talal to the next meeting.  It was nice to see all the end of 
year student events.  She pointed out that some sub-comm meetings had been recorded, but have 
never been recorded in the past, and will not be going forward since they are all publicly accessible. 



 
 
 
 
 
Executive Session under MGL; CH30A; § 21(a)(2) To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for 
negotiations with nonunion personnel and will not return to open session 
 
Ms. Houlihan called for a Roll Call vote to enter into Executive Session under MGL;CH 30A; § 21(a)(2) 
To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations with nonunion personnel and will not 
return to open session. 
 
Roll call vote 

Mary Brannelly - Yae 
Maro Hogan - Yae 
Natasha Rivera - Yae 
Lydia Clancy - Yae 
Bethlyn Houlihan - Yae 
 

Motion passed 5-0 to enter into the Executive Session ending the regular business portion of 
the meeting at 9:27 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
Colleen Andrade 
Administrative Assistant to the Superintendent of Schools 
Approved 7/22/2020 


