
       

 
SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE 

 

Date: May 1, 2020 

To: All Mount Baker Staff, Students, and Families 

Re: Weekly Update, Graduation, Grading 

Parents and educators are appreciated for their efforts in engaging students in learning to deepen their understandings 
of essential skills and content to help prepare them for the 2020-21 school year.  Through web-based tools like Seesaw 
and Google Classroom, our teachers are communicating weekly learning activities to students in support of these 
essential learnings. Our emphasis continues to be on making connections with students and providing meaningful 
feedback to promote student learning and successful preparation for the next school year and subsequent courses. We 
also need a process for 3rd Trimester grading for K-6 students and 2nd Semester grading for 7-12 students.  

This week, the Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) released additional guidance 
around student learning and grading. Due to the current health crisis and resulting school closure, 3rd Trimester and 2nd 
Semester grades for the 2019-20 school year will look different from what we are used to. Rather than maintaining the 
traditional grading method, we created an alternative grading system to accommodate the learning challenges and 
inequities our students face during this pandemic. 

The purpose of the grading system during school closure is to do no harm to students who are struggling in a variety of 
circumstances for which they have no control.  The reason for the decision is to ensure equity for all students and ensure 
the following: 

● Minimize the negative impact of the school closure on students’ academic records; 
● Monitor and assess students’ regular engagement in continuous learning and progress on the continuous learning 

activities; 
● Ensure students receive feedback and support on their academic engagement as well as their social/emotional 

wellness. 

3rd Trimester Grading for K-6 Students: Students in grades K-6 will be challenged to demonstrate effort and success in 
learning essential standards established by their teachers. Students are expected to continue to engage in learning. The 
2nd Trimester grade will carry forward and teachers will provide “comments” on the final report card to capture growth 
and progress. All students will move onto the next grade, unless by mutual agreement between parents/guardians and 
school administration they agree to repeat a grade or a portion of learning missed.  

2nd Semester grading for 7-12 students: For students in grades 7-12, we will implement a letter grade system of A or 
Incomplete (I). Students passing courses as of March 17th and continue to engage in learning during the closure will 
receive an A which means they have earned that credit.  No student will receive an F on their transcript. Rather, students 
will have a variety of options to make up an incomplete prior to graduation. 

Grading Criteria: A or I 

● Every class during this time will get a COVID-19 designation on their transcript, capturing the unprecedented 
nature of this situation and the impact that it will have on students’ future academic pursuits. This will be done 
at the state level. 

 



 

● Progress will be measured in a variety of ways, including assessments, projects, activities, practice, and other 
teacher-assigned tasks. Students will be expected to make regular progress towards essential 
standards/learnings. Students will have multiple opportunities to demonstrate progress towards these essential 
standards. 

● A: This grade is for students who had a grade of A-F on March 17th and have regularly engaged in continuous 
learning to the extent possible. 

● Incomplete (I): This grade will only be used in rare circumstances  

○ This is a rare option for circumstances that might warrant an I 
○ This is a team decision made by the teacher and the principal. 
○ Students receiving Incomplete for a course will be provided opportunities to move to a credit-earning 

grade, in consultation with the student/parents/guardians, including but not limited to: 
■ Independent study, 
■ Competency-based courses/assessments, 
■ Online courses, 
■ Backfilling the incomplete grade with the letter grade obtained in the next course taken in that 

subject area, 
■ Completion of needed standards via “contract” June 22 - July 17, 
■ Repeat course in the 2020-2021. 

○ Students will not end with an I on the transcript - One of the plans listed in this document will take place 
no later than June 2021. 

○ For students who are not engaged in continuous learning and/or demonstrating progress on the 
continuous learning activities, teachers will regularly reach out to the student and parents to help identify 
the cause for not engaging, answer questions or provide assistance in addressing and removing the 
barriers the student is experiencing. 

● A grade of A will be given to students who have engaged in activities and learning to the extent possible. This is 
to keep our students competitive with college admission slots, scholarships and grant opportunities, academic 
and athletic awards, and military and jobs placements. In this way, we are not negatively impacting students by 
this situation that is beyond their control. 

● This guidance does not override specific grading provisions outlined in student Individual Education Plan (IEP) 
documents. 

Regular Engagement in Continuous Learning is defined as a student’s involvement and participation in the learning 
activities. It does not reflect a level of mastery of standards, content, or skills. This definition is in keeping with the 
district’s intent to minimize the adverse impact of the health crisis on students’ academic records. Engagement will 
include any of the following, but not limited to: 

● turning in assignments, 
● connecting with teachers by email, phone, or video conferencing, 
● logging on to the virtual classroom platform and participating in activities or discussions, 
● participating in online class meetings. 

College in the High School and Running Start: High school students who are taking a “College in the High School” or a 
Running Start college course will receive specific information from their teachers. Please note that grades will be assessed 
according to the expectation of Bellingham Technical College, Whatcom Community College, and/or Everett Community 
College. We will transcript the college grade onto the high school transcript. 



 

Feedback and Learning Activities: Teachers will provide students with feedback on their academic work and checks for 
understanding around academic standards and learning outcomes for the purposes of supporting student progress in 
learning. Recognizing that families may have limited internet access and devices which may be shared between multiple 
people, teachers will continue to monitor and respond to student progress understanding that academic progress will 
look different for each student. Through using a combination of weekly assignments, projects, and formative assessments 
to determine engagement and progress, teachers will provide comments, feedback and multiple opportunities for 
students to reflect on their progress towards and demonstrate their understanding of essential standards.  

Attendance = Student Engagement and Participation 
As a reminder, the Washington State Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) issued recommendations for 
expectations of daily student commitment. Our teachers are designing weekly learning activities with these daily 
recommendations in mind:  

● Pre–K:   30 minutes 
● Grades K–1:  45 minutes 
● Grades 2–3:  60 minutes 
● Grades 4–5:  90 minutes 
● Grades 6–8:  15-20 minutes per class (2 hours maximum per day) 
● Grades 9–12:  3 hours per day. No more than 2 hours a class per week, inclusive of homework 

Students are expected to regularly engage with their teachers via email, the virtual classroom platform or other methods 
of communication, as well as complete the weekly learning activities to support their understanding of these essential 
learnings. Teachers will monitor and track student participation and engagement, noting who is completing work, 
logging-in and/or participating in the classroom virtual platform. Teachers will make individual connections with 
students who are not demonstrating engagement or participation. 

Assessing student progress and learning is a complex process in our traditional schooling model; it is even more 
challenging in our current situation. While we know that no model will be without complexities, this process for grading 
will provide meaningful feedback to students and best prepare them for the next school year and subsequent courses, 
without negatively impacting students. We will continue to provide updates and resources via email, website 
http://www.mtbaker.wednet.edu/, and our social media channels. Please contact a teacher, counselor, or principal for 
any additional information or specific questions or concerns about your child. 

Again, we are so grateful for your patience and understanding as we continue to work through the unique challenges 
and ever-evolving nature of this situation. I hope that you and your families remain happy, healthy, and safe. 

Sincerely, 

 

Mary Sewright 
Superintendent, Mount Baker School District 
 

Resource: 

● OSPI’s Student Learning and Grading Guidance 
● State Superintendent Reykdal’s video on Student Learning and Grading Guidance 

http://www.mtbaker.wednet.edu/
https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/communications/OSPI%20Student%20Learning%20and%20Grading%20Guidance_4-21-2020.pdf
https://youtu.be/Op2-wokFU6A

