
 

 

Parents, we are providing these FAQs to support your children’s 

return to school in the fall. 

 

Please note that any future mandates or closures set by city, state or 

federal governments could alter information in this document. We 

will update this information should that occur. 

 

These FAQs and other information for the school year are available 

at www.sps.k12.ok.us. 
 

CALENDAR / SCHEDULES 

Q: Has the first day of school changed for our district? 

A: Yes. The first day of school is August 21st. 

 

Q: Has the school calendar changed for the 2020-21 school year? 

A: Yes. The calendar for the 2020-2021 will be posted to the school website and social media 

sites when completed.  

 

Q: Has the daily schedule changed for Seminole Middle School? 

A: No, although start times for other buildings in the district have changed, Seminole Middle 

School remains the same.  

 

Q: What will distance learning look like? 

A: In the spring of 2020, classes were abruptly halted due to COVID-19. If we have any 

disruption to the 2020-21 school year or a student chooses the distance learning option, 

instruction will look much different than the spring. Assignments will be delivered by your 

student’s individual teachers - just like in the classroom. Grades can increase or decrease based 

on student’s academic progress - just like in the classroom. While the physical location is 

different, our teachers and district are committed to consistently moving forward with teaching 

and learning. We are prepared to press forward with full instruction if distance learning for 

everyone becomes necessary. 

 

Q: If school has to be shut down for health reasons, how much notice will parents be given? 

A: Seminole Public Schools will give as much notice as possible.  

Q: Will Seminole Middle School offer full-time distance learning classes as an alternative to 

classroom instruction? 

A: Yes. Seminole Middle School will offer full-time distance learning for students. We 

recognize some families may be uncomfortable returning to the physical classroom. 

 

 

http://www.sps.k12.ok.us/


 

 

Q: What is the difference between distance learning and virtual learning? 

A: Distance learning is Seminole Middle School teacher led instruction using google classroom 

as the primary Learning Management System. Teachers will use a variety of online tools to 

deliver instruction unique to each subject area. Virtual learning is the alternative education 

program that Seminole Public Schools offers through Edgenuity. This program is self-paced and 

is not led by Seminole High School teachers. For more information on the virtual option contact 

Steve Osborn, Assistant Superintendent at (405) 382-5085. 

 

Q: Can students shift back-and-forth between distance learning and face-to-face learning? 

A: No. Students will choose between full-time distance learning and face-to-face learning for a 

complete semester. For example, a student could select distance learning in the fall semester and 

return to face-to-face learning in the spring semester, or vice versa. If a student chooses to shift 

paths within the first 2 weeks of a semester it will be treated like a schedule change. If individual 

circumstances require a consideration of a change after two weeks, the local education 

committee will meet to determine feasibility of that change.  

 

Q: Can distance learners still participate in school sponsored extra-curricular activities? 

A: Yes, they have to attend at least one hour a day in-person. That hour will be the hour 

designated for that extra-curricular activity.  

 

Q: How do students notify the school of their choice for learning pathway for the 2020-21 school 

year? 

A: Call the Middle school office at (405) 382-5065 

 

Q: What steps will be taken to keep school as safe as possible? 

A: See the Building Guidelines under “Return to Learn” for a complete list of all safety protocols 

in place for Seminole Middle School.  

 

Q: Will parents be notified if their child has come in direct physical contact or close contact with 

someone who has tested positive for COVID-19? 

A: Yes, if a child has been in direct physical contact or close contact with someone who has 

tested positive for COVID-19 the parent will be notified. While the district wants to respect the 

confidentiality of health information, notifying parents regarding their child’s potential contact 

with COVID-19 is a priority to the district. The district will use the CDC guidelines for these 

procedures. 

 

Q: Will parents be notified if anyone in the school has tested positive for COVID-19? 

A: No. Parents will be notified if their child has come in direct physical contact or close contact 

with someone who has tested positive, but parents will not be notified if there is no direct 

physical contact or close contact with a person testing positive. The district will use the CDC 

guidelines for these procedures. 

 

 



 

 

Q: Should a parent notify the school if their child tests positive for COVID-19? 

A: Yes. The child should not return to school and the parent should notify the office. The 

principal, through a series of questions, can help determine what steps should be taken next. 

 

Q: Will face coverings/masks be mandatory for students to attend school? 

A: Yes, all students will be required to wear a face covering/mask when social distancing is not 

possible.  

 

TRANSPORTATION / ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL 

Q: Will Seminole Public Schools be providing transportation for the 2020-21 school year? 

A: Yes. Please contact the transportation department at (405)-382-5085. 

 

Q: Will wearing face coverings / masks be mandatory for students to ride a bus? 

A: Yes 

 

CHILD NUTRITION 

Q: Are we going to eat in the cafeteria? 

A: In person learners will eat breakfast and lunch in the cafeteria following social distancing 

guidelines.  

 

COMMUNICATION / PARENT PARTNERSHIPS 

Q: How will parents receive updates and information throughout the school year? 

A: Parents will be notified of information through the school website, school app, automated 

calling system, and school social media sites. 

 


