
Reopening of School  

Administration Recommendation 

July 30, 2020 

EC (Early Childhood) through Grade 5: in person learning 
 
According to the CDC, “the best available evidence from countries that have opened 
schools indicates that COVID-19 poses low risks to school-aged children, at least in areas 
with low community transmission, and suggests that children are unlikely to be the major 
drivers of the spread of the virus.” 
(https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/reopening-sc
hools.html) 
Mandavilli (July 18, 2020), in summarizing the most recent data from South Korea 
(https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315_article) reported that “children 
younger than 10 transmit to others much less than adults do, but the risk is not zero. And 
those between the ages of 10 and 19 can spread the virus at least as well as adults do.” 
 
On the “science” level, this plan reflects the best information available to us through the 
CDC in regards to childhood transmission of COVID-19. On the “local” level, this plan 
addresses the information gained through our most recent parent survey (July 20, 2020) 
and the knowledge gained from our staff and parents as they worked together to 
implement virtual learning for our youngest students during the mandated school closure 
which began March 13, 2020. 
 
This plan addresses the following challenges identified in the CSD “Soaring Back to School 
Plan) for 2020-2021: 

● Family child care needs - these needs are most prevalent for our families with 
elementary-age students. In person, 5 day/week instruction eliminates this 
challenge for our families. 

● Burden of families working from home and also serving in the role of teacher for 
their children - this plan allows families to continue working outside the home - 
specifically families of our youngest students. 

● Social-emotional interactions - this plan allows for social-emotional learning and 
peer interactions to continue in the most “normal” way possible for approximately 
half of our CSD students. 

● Monitoring of student progress - this plan allows staff, specifically at the most 
integral and formative years of learning, to monitor student achievement levels, 
mental health, and social-emotional needs in a face-to-face environment. 
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Key Components of In-Person Learning Plan for EC-Grade 5 
 

● Families of students in EC through Grade 5 will be able choose the in-person learning 
option or online/remote learning option. We will allocate elementary staff based on 
the number of students choosing the online option. Families will be asked to commit 
to the in-person or online learning option prior to the start of the 20-21 school year in 
order to maintain the teacher:student staffing ratios (staff allocations) and to 
eliminate the possible learning challenges for a student if that student is moving back 
and forth between online learning and in-person learning. 

● Families will have the opportunity to change the model of instruction for their 
child(ren) at 4 week intervals or when exceptional circumstances exist.  The dates for 
these transitions would be Oct. 5, Nov. 2, Nov. 30, Jan. 4, Feb. 1, March 1, Apr. 5, and 
May 3. 

● Based on the distribution of requests for the online learning option across grade 
levels, online “classrooms” may be multi-age classrooms (e.g. K-1, 2-3, 4-5). 

● To the extent possible, the online teacher(s) would plan with in-person teachers to 
create synchronous learning opportunities to allow students working online to 
interact with grade level teachers and peers working in-person at school. 
 

Safety Precautions 
● Social distancing - In order to maximize opportunities for social distancing, students in 

EC, K, 1, 2, and 3 will attend in-person learning at Cambridge Elementary School. 
Students in Grades 4 and 5 will attend in-person learning at Nikolay Middle School. In 
addition to using two schools to increase social distancing, further social distancing 
measures will be in place in classrooms, hallways, bathrooms, cafeterias, playgrounds, 
and any times of student movement throughout the school day. 

● Masks - Masks/face coverings will be required for all staff and students (age 5 and 
older). EC/4K students may also be required to wear masks based on school and 
classroom expectations.  Both schools are located in Dane County. Public Health 
Madison & Dane County issued Emergency Order #8 on July 7, 2020 which addresses 
this specific safety precaution. Staff will ensure that mask “breaks” are taken 
throughout the day.  
https://publichealthmdc.com/documents/2020-07-07_Order_8.pdf 

● Hand washing protocol - Hand washing protocol will be explicitly and repeatedly 
taught and modeled by staff. 

● Sneeze/cough protocol - Sneezing/coughing protocol will be explicitly and repeatedly 
taught and modeled by staff. 

 
Positive Test of Coronavirus Students or Staff 

● If an individual at one of our schools is identified with a positive COVID-19 case, CSD 
will work with the appropriate county health department to ensure all proper safety 
protocols are followed regarding contact tracing and quarantine.  It is likely that a 
positive case in a typical classroom will result in the quarantine of the students and 
the teacher.  
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Grades 6 - 12: Virtual/Online Learning 
 
We increase the risk of disease transmission if we return to school, in-person, for all of our 
CSD student body. Mandavilli (July 18, 2020), in summarizing the most recent data from 
South Korea (https://wwwnc.cdc.gov/eid/article/26/10/20-1315_article) reported that 
“children younger than 10 transmit to others much less than adults do, but the risk is not 
zero. And those between the ages of 10 and 19 can spread the virus at least as well as 
adults do.” 
 
As of this fall, all of our students in grades 6 - 12 will have a district issued Chromebook. 
This enhances our ability to deliver online learning to all of our middle and high school 
students. Developmentally, middle and high school students are better equipped to 
manage the online learning environment.  
 
The need for child care of students in middle and high school, while perhaps important for 
younger middle school students, is not as critical an issue as it is for our elementary 
students and families. 
 

 

Key Components of Online/Virtual Learning Plan for Grades 6-12 
 

● The virtual learning experience in place for students in 2020-2021 will be enhanced 
from the experience they had during the spring of 2020: 
     *All district teachers will receive training in Universal Design for Learning (UDL) 
beginning in August. UDL focuses on three principles of lesson design: engagement, 
representation, and action/expression. Teachers will learn how to design lessons 
through the lens of these 3 principles which helps to better meet diverse learning 
needs across multiple learning models - including both in-person and virtual models. 
     *We will deliver instruction with as much synchronous interaction as possible. This 
means that middle and high school students will actually follow their daily schedule - 
just as if they were in-person in school.  
     *We will return to pre-COVID grading practices in the Fall. 

● We will identify student cohort groups that will come into school for in-person 
support and small group instruction. We will use a variety of data/information to 
identify cohort groups including, but not limited to: performance/engagement with 
online learning in the spring, individualized academic, behavior, and/or related 
service needs based on ELL (English Language Learner), Section 504, or IEP 
goals/services. 

● We can exercise flexibility (and safety) in bringing in other students individually or by 
cohort group for specific class experiences - e.g. CTE classes, AP courses, visual arts 
classes. 

● Koshkonong Trails staff will make their own plan in coordination with and approval 
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from their Governance Board. Due to the enrollment and learning structure of KT, 
in-person learning is possible and probable. 

 
Safety Precautions 

● Social distancing - Efforts will be made to maintain a minimum of six feet distance 
between all students and staff to the greatest extent possible. 

● Masks - Masks/face coverings will be required for all staff and students. Staff will 
ensure that mask “breaks” are taken throughout the day.  

● Hand washing protocol - Hand washing protocol will be explicitly and repeatedly 
taught and modeled by staff. 

● Sneeze/cough protocol - Sneezing/coughing protocol will be explicitly and repeatedly 
taught and modeled by staff. 

 

 

Key Components for All Students & Staff 
 

● Lunch will be available for students in Grades EC-5 learning at school and Grades 6-12 
cohorts learning at school over the lunch period(s). 

● Meals will be made available to qualified students participating by family choice in 
virtual learning in Grades EC-5 and students in Grades 6-12 (summer meal delivery 
model). 

● Transportation will be made available to students attending school in-person, 
including the middle and high school cohort students. 

● Late start Wednesdays will continue in order to provide our staff with valuable and 
much needed Professional Learning Community collaboration time. We will increase 
the time from 1 hour to 2 hours; in-person learning will begin at approximately 10:00 
a.m. (see building schedules for exact times). Students who attend in-person learning 
will report at approximately 10:00 a.m. on Wednesdays (see building schedules for 
exact times).  Social distancing recommendations will not allow for the typical 
Wednesday morning “mass gathering” of students for guided/supervised activities. 
This 2-hour window will be observed in Grades EC-12, so no virtual learning or cohort 
group instruction would take place during this time period. Teachers will use this time 
to collaborate and plan; custodial staff will engage in additional cleaning during this 
time. 

● There will be groups of students at all buildings.  All teachers will be required to 
work/teach from school regardless of learning model.  
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Key Metrics for Phased-In In-Person Learning or Scaling Back In-Person Learning 
 

● Dane County and Jefferson County Health Department COVID dashboard information 
● Recommendation of the Dane and/or Jefferson County Health Departments 

○ Metrics put out by the health departments for this purpose 
● Closure can occur at the class, building or district level 
● Positivity Rate: Looks at the number of positive cases in the school district and in the 

region 
○ Attendance reporting for students in Grades EC-12 will include specific 

symptom data tracking related to COVID-19. 
○ Do student absence rates due to infectious disease (Covid or other infectious 

disease) necessitate closing? 
○ Do staff absence rates, without adequate number of substitute teachers, due 

to infectious disease (Covid or other infectious disease) necessitate closing? 
 

● Availability/supplies of Personal Protective Equipment 
 
 

Timeline to Phase-in In-Person Learning for NMS & CHS 
 

● September 21st -> 6th grade returns in-person to NMS; 4th grade moves back to CES; 
9th grade returns in-person to CHS. 
(Decision made by September 14th) 

● September 28th -> 7th and 8th grade returns in-person to NMS; 5th grade moves back 
to CES; 10th grade returns in person to CHS 
(Decision made by September 21st) 

● October 12th -> 11th-12th grade returns in-person to CHS 
(Decision made by October 5th) 

● Families would have the ability to remain in a virtual setting if they so choose. 
 

*The decision to phase-in or scale back grade levels to in-person learning will be made by 
District Administration in consultation with the school board. 
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Athletics, Co-Curriculars and School Events, 
 
Athletics: 
It is the recommendation of district administration to follow WIAA Return to Play guidance and the 
timelines established by the WIAA.  In addition, rules and recommendations of the local health 
departments will be followed based on the location of the school. 
 
Summer Guidelines link (expected to be carried forward into the fall): 
https://www.wiaawi.org/Portals/0/PDF/Health/Covid/WIAA-Reopen-School-Sports-Summer.pdf 
 
Co-Curriculars: 
School principals will work with teachers and advisors to determine the appropriate manner of 
gatherings for school clubs and other extracurricular events .  Social distancing, mask wearing and 
other safety measures must be adhered to. Any off-site competitions, when they begin to return, 
will be at the discretion of the principal and parent permission will be required. 
 
School Events: 
Guidelines are being developed for school events (concerts, musicals, etc.).  There is no 
recommendation at this time. 
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