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*Changes to this plan are anticipated based on updated guidelines from national, state, 

and local health officials. 
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The Belle Fourche School District is committed to the safety of students and staff.  Precautions are being 

put into place to ensure a safe return to school.  This plan outlines procedures that will be utilized by 

staff, students, and parents throughout the school year. 

 

Three Possible Phases of School Operations: 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 3: Virtual Learning 
Substantial spread of COVID-19 results in a need for students to transition to virtual learning. Staff will 

report to buildings and deliver virtual instruction from their work station.  We acknowledge the 

challenges faced during the past few months, and will continue to refine ways to deliver instruction and 

to determine student learning in the most effective manner by level.  If a “stay at home” order is issued, 

then staff and students alike will work virtually. 

 

 

Phase 2: Blended Learning 
An increase in virus activity necessitates restrictions that limit the number of students that are able to 

participate in school are in place.  Small, prioritized groups of students attend school, OR part of the 

student body attends on pre-determined days (AM/PM, M/W, T/R).  Students would have access to both 

face-to-face and virtual learning styles as scheduled. 

 

Phase 1: Traditional Face-to-Face Learning 
Little to no virus activity will allow us to welcome students back into the buildings, incorporating safety 

precautions as needed in order to implement social distancing (see specifics below). 

 

Virtual Instruction Option 

This option exists for families that may prefer to receive instruction virtually, even if 

school is in session. An application process will be followed, and parents can elect this 

option during the online registration process. 

Instructional approaches will mirror the virtual learning approach and will utilize our 

staff and our resources to fulfill instructional requirements.  Option to return to school 

may be revisited upon completion of each term.  

(Trimester for grades K-8, Semester for grades 9-12) 
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Assumption of Risk 

COVID-19 has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely 

contagious and is believed to spread mainly from person-to-person contact. As a result, federal, state, and local 

governments and federal and state health agencies recommend social distancing and have, in many locations, prohibited 

the congregation of groups of people. The Belle Fourche School District has put in place preventative measures to reduce 

the spread of COVID-19; however, the District cannot guarantee that individuals will not become infected with COVID-

19. Further, school attendance could increase the risk of contracting COVID-19. 

Social Distancing Procedures 

The precautions and procedures detailed below are being put into place to monitor the health of students and staff 

- In order to limit contact for our students and staff, we ask that visitors only enter our buildings when there is a 

need.  The majority of interactions needed by visitors can take place in the front lobby of our buildings. 

- Face masks or coverings are highly encouraged for staff and students and are most essential when physical 

distancing is difficult.  

- Students and teachers will remain in small cohort groups that stay together as much as possible during the day and 

from day-to-day. Mixing between cohort groups will be limited as much as possible (e.g. during recess, lunch in 

the cafeteria, elective courses, arrival, and dismissal, etc.).  

- Activities that involve bringing together large groups of people or activities that do not allow for social 

distancing, including assemblies, in-person field trips, large groups using playground equipment simultaneously 

will be monitored and may be suspended. 

- Virtual events such as field trips, parents/family meetings, assemblies, and performances will be incorporated 

where possible.  

- Social distancing floor/seating markings will be available when appropriate. 

- Nonessential visitors and activities involving external groups or organizations will be limited.  

- Procedures for arrival and dismissal will be in place in each school location to discourage congregating.  

Extra-Curricular Activities 

In order to support the whole child and develop a student’s passions and interests, the District will consider maintaining 

extra-curricular activities during the various reopening plans, as much as possible. Activities and events will follow the 

same guidelines as the regular school day. All requirements and recommendations will still apply. 

Transportation 

Rural routes and in-town shuttles will run as usual.  Busses will be sanitized daily and students are encouraged to follow 

safety measures such as avoiding unnecessary touching and washing hands regularly.  Individual building principals will 

communicate about drop-off and pickup procedures.  Busses will be loaded from back to front and family members are 

encouraged to sit together.  Students will be highly encouraged to wear a mask while on the bus and will use hand 

sanitizer when entering and exiting the bus.  

Technology 

The uncertainty of the upcoming school year will surely cause us to exercise flexibility in how we deliver instruction to 

our students.  Each building level will utilize an online learning management system that will allow teachers to deliver 

instruction, house important materials, assess student learning and communicate regularly with parents.  

- Students in grades 9-12 will utilize Schoology and Acellus  

- Students in grades K-8 will utilize Canvas 

Students will have access to a district device that can be used at home in the event of school closure.  Parents will receive 

information on how to support their students from home using both Schoology and Canvas. 
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Food Service 

Nutritious meals at school are not simply conveniences, they are critical safety nets to support physical, mental, social, 

and emotional health and well-being for students. All students should have access to school meals and adequate time to 

consume them. Meal options will be provided which best meet the nutritional needs of students in an environment that 

promotes social distancing and personal hygiene practices as a means of supporting optimal academic success.  

Overall Safety Procedures  

- Employees will continue social distancing measures with food preparation regardless of the serving method.  

- Staff will be required to wear masks when serving food to students.  

- Adequate time will be provided for students to wash and sanitize hands before and after meals.  

- Cafeteria supervision and signage will be used to help keep students practicing social distancing and proper 

hygiene during service.   

- Self-service or sharing of food or other items will be prohibited.  

- A touchless cashier system will be utilized for meal check-out for all students. 

-  Disinfecting of tables and chairs or other contact surfaces will occur before, during (as needed), and after meal 

services. 

Meal Service Options  

- The Bronc Breakfast (Breakfast in the Classroom Program) will be offered for K-8 students the same as before to 

help promote social distancing.  

- All previously self-serve food items will be served prepackaged OR served by food service staff.  

- Meal service options and operating procedures will continuously be monitored to determine where modifications 

may be needed to support student/staff acceptance, student/staff well-being, and promote meal participation. 

Student Seating  

- Alternative seating arrangements, serving times, and/or locations will be utilized to decrease the number of 

students dining together during each serving session.  

Cleaning and Hygiene 

- Hand sanitizer (with at least 60% alcohol) will be provided at every building entrance and exit, in the cafeteria, on 

every bus, and in every classroom for safe use by staff and students.  

- Adequate supplies to support healthy hygiene behaviors (e.g., soap, hand sanitizer, paper towels, and tissues) will 

be available.  

- Hand sanitizer dispensers will be systematically and frequently checked and refilled.  

- Handwashing during key times such as: before, during, and after preparing food; before eating food; after using 

the toilet; after blowing your nose, coughing or sneezing; and after touching objects with bare hands which have 

been handled by other individuals will be encouraged by all staff.  

- Frequent handwashing and sanitation breaks will be incorporated into daily classroom activities.  

- Time will be allowed between activities for proper cleaning and disinfection. 

- Sharing personal items and supplies such as writing utensils will be discouraged.  

- Students’ personal items will be kept separate and in individually labeled desks, cubbies, containers, or lockers. 

- The use of classroom materials will be limited to small groups and disinfected between uses or adequate supplies 

will be provided to assign for individual student use.  
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Operations: School/Classroom Safety 

- Seating/desks will be arranged to allow for maximum physical distancing.  CDC guidelines recommend six feet 

apart when feasible. 

- Physical guides, such as tape on floors/sidewalks, and signs on walls, will be provided to ensure that staff and 

students remain at least six feet apart at lines and at other times.   

- Each student’s belongings will be kept separate from others’ and in individual spaces. 

- Water fountains will be restricted to bottle fillers only. 

- Students and staff will be encouraged to bring their own water bottles from home. 

- Highly efficient air filters have been installed in all buildings to assist in the prevention of sickness. 

Student and Staff Health/Safety 

National, state, and local guidance should always be consulted for the most up-to-date requirements and 

recommendations.  Staff and families are encouraged to practice good hygiene, physical distancing, symptoms of Covid-

19, and when to stay home due to illness.  Appendix A includes a checklist that can be used by parents before sending 

students to school.   

Protocols for Virus Cases 

If students or staff are ill or displaying symptoms, they are encouraged to stay home.  If a student becomes ill during the 

school day, parents will need to make arrangements to pick up their students from school as soon as possible.  See 

Appendices B-E for additional details on the process for addressing virus cases. 

Special Services 

Special Education and ELL services will be modified depending on the needs of the student and the content delivery 

method.  Case managers will communicate with students and families individually.   

If your child receives distance learning in the fall, special education services (including related services) will continue 

being provided virtually, in accordance with your child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  If you have questions 

about special education services, please communicate with your child’s case manager or the Special Education Director.   

Your child’s case manager will be responsible for overseeing your child’s services and communicate regularly with you 

regarding progress.  The case manager will also communicate with your child’s general education teacher(s) regarding 

supports and services.   

If you are receiving academic services virtually and the district is required to update your child’s evaluations, you will be 

contacted about scheduling a time that works for your child to come into one of the buildings to complete the required 

evaluations.   

As a precaution related to the current pandemic, you will be given the option to hold your child’s IEP, or related meeting, 

virtually (video conference or phone call).  Please communicate with your child’s case manager or the Special Education 

Director, if you would like to discuss your meeting options.  
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Appendix A 

STUDENT SYMPTOM SCREENING CHECKLIST 
 

Parents must complete a daily symptom screening check by answering these questions before sending their child to 

school, 

Has your child had close contact (within 6 feet for at least 15 minutes) with a 
confirmed case of 
COVID-19? 

YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have new or worsening shortness of breath? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have a new or worsening cough? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have a fever of 100.4 or greater? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have chills? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have diarrhea? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have unexplained muscle pain? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have a headache (not related to a known health condition i.e. 
migraines)? 

YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have a sore throat? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Does your child have a new loss of taste or smell? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

Has your child been vomiting or is experiencing nausea? 
YES 

 

NO 

 

 

If YES to ANY of the questions, DO NOT SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL. 
Please seek guidance from your medical provider. Contact your school 
to inform them of your child's symptoms. You may also contact the 
South Dakota Department of Health at 1-800-592-1861 with questions. 

 

If NO to ALL questions, go to school. 
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Appendix B 
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Appendix C 
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Appendix D 
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Appendix E

 

 

Scenario One: No active cases in your community, and no cases in your school 

building 

The South Dakota Departments of Health and Education recommend that school take place with appropriate 

preparedness measures (e.g., requiring students/staff who are sick to stay home; teaching and reinforcing healthy 

hygiene practices; cleaning and disinfection efforts).  

Scenario Two: Active cases in your community, but no cases in your school buildings 

The South Dakota Departments of Health and Education recommend that school take place with appropriate 

preparedness measures (e.g., requiring students/staff who are sick to stay home; teaching and reinforcing healthy 

hygiene practices; cleaning and disinfection efforts).  

Scenario Three: Student or staff member identified by Department of Health as close 

contact of a positive COVID-19 case outside of the school community 

The South Dakota Departments of Health and Education recommend that school should continue with 

appropriate preparedness measures in place.  

Scenario Four: Active case is identified in one of your school buildings 

The South Dakota Departments of Health and Education recommend that school officials reassess processes - 

looking for gaps in prevention strategies. In the short-term, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

(CDC) recommends closing off areas used by the sick person and waiting 24 hours (if feasible) before cleaning and 

disinfecting. Once area is appropriately disinfected, it can be opened for use.  

Scenario Five: Multiple active cases identified in your buildings at the same time 

The South Dakota Departments of Health and Education recommend that school officials review relevant data to 

understand level of virus spread within the school building and conduct a risk/benefit analysis of factors such as 

degree of potential exposure within building; case trends in surrounding community; grade levels impacted; remote 

learning options; scheduling options; ability to staff buildings, etc. in determining the next steps. School leaders 

can request technical assistance from the DOH/DOE School Response Team if desired.  

  


