Summary of Minutes
March 8, 2016
The Board of Education for the Public Schools of Robeson County convened in regular session on March 8, 2016 6:00 at P.M. at the Administrative Office Building in Lumberton, North Carolina.  The following members were present:

Mike Smith, Chairman

John Campbell, Vice-Chairman


Loistine DeFreece

Gary Strickland


Dwayne Smith

Peggy Chavis

Steve Martin

Dr. Jo Ann C. Lowery

Randy Lawson
Mitchell “Bosco” Locklear
Brenda Fairley-Ferebee 
Also in attendance were:  Tommy Lowry, Superintendent; Dr. Linda Emanuel, 
Dr. Shanita Wooten, Stephen Gaskins, Dr. Lisa Younce, Assistant Superintendents; Erica Setzer, Chief Finance Officer and Attorney Grady Hunt.

ORDER OF BUSINESS

1.
Call to Order:  Chairman Mike Smith.
2.
Invocation:  Ms. Loistine DeFreece.
3.
Adoption of the Agenda:  Chairman Mike Smith.  The Board approved 

the agenda.
4.
Approval of Minutes – Open Session:  The Board unanimously
approved the taped open session minutes of February 9, 2016.
5.
INFORMATION ITEMS
A.
Public Comments
None.
B.
Students of Excellence
Ms. Mary A. Prevatte, AIG Supervisor, the Pembroke Area Chamber of Commerce – the Red Springs Area Chamber of Commerce – the St. Pauls Area Chamber of Commerce – the Rowland Area Chamber of Commerce - recognized the following freshman, sophomore, junior and senior Students of Excellence in their area:
Purnell Swett High School:

9th Grade - Nyasia Jackson
10th Grade - Jasmine M. Lewis
11th Grade - Destiney Cummings
12th Grade - Meredith Godwin
Red Springs High School:

9th grade – Sarah McNeill

10th grade- Alexys Oliver

11th grade- Jessica Jones

12th grade- Melana Sachpatzidis

St. Pauls High School:

9th-Haley Gibson
10th-Jada Clayton
11th-Alexander Hernandez-Hernandez
12th-Caleb Register
South Robeson High School:

9th grade-   Jamar Adams

10th grade- ShaCliyah Branch

11th grade- Halei Chavis

12th grade- Talesha Dismukes

C.
RAE Recognition
Ms. Dee Grissett, RAE Secretary, introduced Mr. Mark Jewel, Vice President of NCAE.  Mr. Jewel presented NCAE’s Multicultural Art Award recipient for the Public Schools of Robeson County to Ms. Juanita Martinez, First Place MLK Award.   Ms. Martinez is a student at Fairmont High School.  Mr. Jewel said students across the state compete for this award.
He also thanked everyone for all they do for the students of the Public Schools of Robeson County.   
D.
Bus Driver of the Month
Mr. Stephen Gaskins, Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources, recognized
Bus Driver of the Month:
  Ms. Marcella Austin – St. Pauls Elementary School
E.
Certified/Classified Employees of the Month
Mr. Stephen Gaskins, Assistant Superintendent, recognized the Certified and Classified Employees of the Month.
Certified Employee of the Month
Ms. Myra Baker – Rowland Middle School  
Classified Employee of the Month
Ms. Kathy Hunt – Pembroke Middle School
F.
School Board Recognition
Superintendent Tommy Lowry presented the school board member’s awards for their dedication to serve as school board members. He said the following members were recognized by the North Carolina School Boards Association for successfully completing School Boardsmanship Training for the 2014-2015 school year and presented a Certificate of Achievement as follows:
Ms. Peggy W. Chavis – Certificate of Merit

Ms. Brenda Fairley-Ferebee – Silver Award

Ms. Loistine DeFreece – Distinction

Mr. John Campbell – Distinction

Dr. JoAnn C. Lowery – Excellence
Superintendent Lowry said the NCSBA provides growth opportunities for all school board members across the state.

G.
Calendar 2016-2017
Mr. Stephen Gaskins, Assistant Superintendent, and Mr. Bobby Locklear, Director of Testing, said there was a meeting held last week at Lumberton High School to go over the calendar.  He said 39 people attended the meeting and it went well.  Mr. Gaskins said there was one suggestion made and that was to include another calendar option which involved one optional teacher workday.  He presented the 2016-2017 Calendar after a second meeting.  
Superintendent Lowry said the Early College calendar needed to be approved as well.

6.
After discussion, the Board approved the Early College and the Regular school calendar presented for 2016-2017.
H.
Media
Superintendent Tommy Lowry said there were some concerns regarding school media coordinators being able to get a sub and some cannot get a sub when they are out of work.  He said Dr. Etta Baldwin, Media Supervisor, did a survey of all media coordinators regarding the concerns.  Superintendent Lowry said the board has received the results.  

Superintendent Lowry recommended to the board that only K-8 school Library Media Coordinators get subs.  He said high school media coordinators would not get subs because they are not fixed into a schedule or do not have regular class schedules where students would come in.

I.
Poyner Spruill Proposal
Superintendent Tommy Lowry said earlier he talked with the board about Mr. Mike McIntyre and the possibility of Poyner Spruill putting together some funding that might help the school system.  Superintendent Lowry said Mr. McIntyre sent another letter explaining the proposal to the Public Schools of Robeson County in procuring the grants.
The Board did not support the proposal submitted by Mr. McIntyre and thanked them for the offer.

7.
ACTION ITEMS
A.
Financial Report
Ms. Erica Setzer, Chief Finance Officer, presented the financial report for the month.  The Board approved the financial report as presented. 

B.
Budget Amendments
Ms. Erica Setzer, Chief Finance Officer, presented the budget amendments.  The Board approved the budget amendments as presented.

8.
Motion that the Board of Education for the Public Schools of Robeson County 
go into closed session for the purposes of discussing certified and classified 
personnel (N.C. Gen. Stat. § 143-318.11(a)(1)(6) and N.C. Gen. Stat. §
115C-319 and 321); student transfers (N. C. Gen. Stat. § 115C-402 and N. C. 
Gen. Stat. §143-318.11(a)(1).
9.
Motion to come out of closed session.  The Board approved the motion.

10.
Motion to approve personnel as amended. The Board approved the 

motion.

11.
Motion to approve student transfers as presented.

12.
Motion to approve closed session minutes February 9, 2016.  The
Board approved the motion.
Superintendent Lowry said several board members will be attending a

School board conference during the next scheduled Board Meeting of April 

12th 2016 and recommended it be changed to April 19th, 2016.

13.
The Board made a motion and a second to change the regular scheduled 

Board Meeting of April 12th to April 19th, 2016 at 6:00 PM.

14.
Motion to adjourn.
Respectfully submitted,
Mike Smith, Chairman
Thomas Lowry, Secretary
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