
 

 

 

Multi-Tiered Systems of 
Support (MTSS) 

MTSS is currently being implemented at the 
Elementary School, for students who are not 
meeting academic benchmarks. RTII is a building-
wide approach that utilizes and coordinates all 
building-level resources to address student need, 
prior to a special education evaluation.  

Child Study Teams 

Child study teams are a pre-referral process that 
connect families to key stakeholders in the 
educational process such as classroom teachers, 
school counselors, the School Psychologist, Director 
of Education and building principal(s) to identify 
specific strategies and resources to meet a child’s 
academic goals, prior to a special education 
evaluation.   

SAP  

Student Assistance Programs (or SAP) are multi-
disciplinary teams which seek to remove barriers to 
learning associated with substance abuse, 
addiction or mental health by mobilizing resources.  

Other Services 

Title Programs- Title I, II and IV are federally 
funded programs where additional funding is 
provided to school districts for the purpose of 
supplementing instruction in reading, math and 
providing preschool services. At Tussey Mountain a 
preschool program is offered for children who are 
four years old. Reading and math programs are 
also offered in grades one through six. Students are 
identified for these programs through assessment 
procedures and/or teacher recommendation.  
 
Positive Behavior Support Interventions- (PBIS) is 
a school-wide approach which our district uses to 
promote positive behavior. The focus of PBIS is 
prevention, not punishment.  
 

 Tussey Mountain School District 
Mission Statement: 

 

The continuing mission of the Tussey 
Mountain School District is to provide 
a safe, stimulating, and challenging 
environment to attain the knowledge 
and skills necessary to become life-
long learners who contribute positively 
to society. 

  

   

 

 
Tussey Mountain School 

District 
Special Services 

199 Front Street 
Saxton, PA 16678 

 

Tussey Mountain 
Administration 

Dr. Jerry Shoemake, Superintendent 

Denelle Diehl, Director of Education  
(814) 635-3670 

 

Matthew McCahan, High School Principal 
Davina Wieczorek, Middle School Principal  

(814) 635-2975 
 

Wayland Heath, Elementary Principal  
(814) 635-2934 

Contact your child’s building principal or the 
Director of Education if you are interested in 

learning more about the programs and services 
mentioned in this brochure.  
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At Tussey Mountain School District we 
strive to meet the learning needs of each 
student. This brochure will serve as your 
guide to the many special services that are 
available to your child within the Tussey 
Mountain School District.  

Individualized Education 
Plans 

If your child qualifies for special 
education, he or she will receive 
individualized educational programming 
and other key educational resources at no 
cost to you. You will be an important part 
member of the team that decides what he 
or she requires to make meaningful 
educational progress in school.  

 

Meeting the Needs of 
Diverse Learners

 

  

Annual Notice to Parents 
In compliance with state and federal law, the 
Tussey Mountain School District will provide to 
each protected handicapped student without 
discrimination or cost to the family, those related 
aids, services, or accommodations which are needed 
to provide equal opportunity to participate and 
obtain the benefits of the school program and 
extracurricular activities to the maximum extent 
appropriate to the student’s abilities. In order to 
qualify as a protected handicapped student the 
child must be of school age with a physical or 
mental disability which substantially limits or 
prohibits participation in, or access to an aspect of 
the school program. 

These services for “protected handicapped 
students” are distinct from these applicable to all 
eligible or exceptional students enrolled (or seeking 
enrollment) in special education programs. For 
further information on the evaluation procedures 
and provision of services for protected handicapped 
students, contact Denelle Diehl, Director of 
Education, Tussey Mountain School District at 
814-635-3670. Further information is provided 
under the “Special Education Services” quick link 
on the school district website: tmsd.net 

 

Screening 
Screening and identification for special 
services occur throughout the year. This 
process is dependent upon teacher and/or 
parental recommendations. Other screening 
activities such as speech/ language, vision and 
hearing are scheduled at specific times in the 
school year by the school nurses or speech-
language pathologist.  

Special Education 
Programs 
The Tussey Mountain School District provides 
special education services and programs to 
eligible students to assist in learning. The 
District, in conjunction with Appalachia 
Intermediate Unit 8, provides the following 
services: Gifted Support, Learning Support, 
Speech/ Language Support, Autistic Support, 
and Life Skills Support.  

Through Appalachia Intermediate Unit 8, 
these services are offered: Vision Support, 
Multi-Disabilities Support, and Hearing 
Support.  

School- based physical and occupational therapy 
services are also available.  

 

 Who Qualifies for Special 
Education (an IEP)? 
The Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act (IEDA) is a federal law that 
defines and regulates which students are 
eligible for special education. The process 
to qualify includes a comprehensive 
evaluation into how your child functions 
and learns at school.  
 
If your child is not eligible for an IEP, he 
or she may qualify for a 504 Service Plan 
(under the Rehabilitation Act of 1974), if a 
disability or medical diagnosis 
substantially limits how he or she 
participates in school.   


