
BOARD HIGHLIGHTS 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF NEWBERRY COUNTY 

 
These Board Highlights are provided to employees of the School District of Newberry County as an 

overview of the Board of Education meetings.  They are not meant to be actual minutes of the meeting, 
but rather highlights of the meeting's actions. 

 

Meeting Date – July 27, 2020 
 

Establish Quorum/Approval of Agenda   
A quorum was established with 7 members present.  
 
The meeting was called to order with the invocation and Pledge of Allegiance.  
 

Welcome and Recognition of the Media (via livestream) 
 

Special Recognition 
The following Board Members were recognized for attaining a new level of achievement from 
the South Carolina School Boards Association Boardmanship Institute. 
Level 2 – Ms. Gerdi Lake 
Level 3 – Mr. Ike Bledsoe, Mr. Quin Cureton, Ms. Lucy Anne Meetze, Ms. Jessie Reeder 
Level 5 – Mr. Jody Hamm 
 

Approval of Minutes   
The minutes from the June 29, 2020 Board Meeting, July 15, 2020 Board Work Session, and 
July 21 Board Work Session were approved. 

 
Staff Reports 
Finance – Mrs. Susan Dowd presented the following: 

• Cash Flow Report with a balance of $24.3 mil. 

• Annual Emergency and Sole Source Procurement Reports were presented 

• Semi-Annual Minority Business Report was presented 
 
COVID-19 Update 
Instruction – Dr. Lynn Cary 

• Professional Development begins August 6 for iReady.  Best practices in eLearning will 
be offered August 3-19 through the STEM Center.  Schoology LMS training begins later 
this week where teachers complete it on their own. 

• LEAP will begin August 10 for five days.  (This has changed to August 17 as of July 28, 
2020) 

• 3,727 total survey responses – 1,474 have opted for Newberry ONE eLearning Institute. 

• 26 teachers have applied to teach in Newberry ONE eLearning Institute. 
Operations – Mr. Kenneth Rawls 

• Laptops and devices are in and should be available for distribution. 

• Working to determine methods for distribution of hot spots to families who need internet 
access. 

Student Services – Dr. Timothy Hunter 

• Parents are encouraged to register their child to ride the bus before August 7. 
Finance – Ms. Susan Dowd 



• CARES Acts funding is being committed to additional masks, sanitizing, and laptops. 
Human Resources – Dr. Carson Ware 

• Current unfilled positions include 3 teaching positions, 1 nurse position, and 1 
instructional assistant position. 

• Administrative Rules GCC-R(2) and GDC-R(2) address employee absences due to 
COVID-19. 

 
Superintendent’s Report  
Mr. Suber reported on the following:  

• The school calendar has been updated and posted for the public.  Students will begin 
instruction on August 24. 

• Fall sports will begin SCHSL Phase 1.0 from July 28 – July 31.  SCHSL Phase 1.5 will 
begin August 3.  Pods of athletes will move from 10 in Phase 1.0 to 16 in Phase 1.5 and 
will move from conditioning to drills, etc. with balls.  Phase 1.5 is in effect until further 
notice.  Actual practice for all fall sports is scheduled to begin August 17.  Scheduled 
games have been adjusted. 

• South Carolina Band Directors Association has made the decision that the marching 
band championships are canceled for this year.  We will be working with the principals 
and band directors to determine when marching bands can begin practicing. 

 
Executive Session 
The Board entered into executive session. 
 

Return to Open Session 
 
Action from Executive Session  

• Accepted the administration’s recommendation for hiring. 
 

Adjournment 
The Board voted to adjourn at approximately 9:40 p.m.  

 

 

 


