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July 28, 2020 
 
USD 290 Parents, 
 
As you all know we presented a plan to our board last night for the reopening of schools that 

included a learning plan, our targeted response to COVID, when we will start and end the school 

year, how we address issues with remote learning, and how we maintain a sanitary school system 

for all of our students and staff.  The board approved those plans last night giving us the green 

light to begin helping our students and staff prepare for the coming school year. 
 
Learning:  The learning plan will have options for parents and will be dependent upon 

enrollment.  All parents will have the option to choose remote learning for their student PreK-

12.  If you choose to do so, please know that there will be a learning log that will need to be 

signed every day to document the efforts of your student.  We will provide that log for you each 

day.  In addition, there will be specified times during school day hours that your student will need 

to be logged in to receive instruction and connect with teachers.  
 
There will also be an option to attend in person.  In an effort to make sure that our environments 

are as safe as possible this will happen in one of two different ways and will be dependent upon 

enrollment.  If we can maintain small class sizes, all students who want to attend in person will 

do so each day for the entirety of the school day.  If our enrollment indicates that class sizes will 

begin to swell, we will move to an A/B model that will have our students at all buildings 

attending half days, with the second half of their learning being done so remotely.  We will open 

enrollment later today and close it on August 7th.  Shortly thereafter we will know exactly what 

that schedule will look like.   
 
For parents of 6th-12th grade students that want their students to learn from home without the 

need to fill out the daily logs we still have the virtual platform that our students may enroll 

in.  This is a researched based program that is approved by the Kansas State Department of 

Education and the NCAA.  Students in this program will still have access to our teachers and will 

be able to work at the pace that is sufficient for them.  There are still expectations for engagement 

and completion in this model as well.  Lastly, should we see a shutdown, all students will attend 

school remotely.  Each of these environments do take place during the school day and will be 

dependent upon each school's start and stop time.   
 
Calendar:  The board also voted to approve a start date of September 9.  This also means that the 

end of school will need to be pushed back to provide enough time for USD 290 to meet the 

mandate of 1116 hours of seat time for students.  The last day for our students will now be May 

28, 2021.  Over the next week I will be developing the remainder of the calendar to identify off 

days, PD days, vacations and breaks, etc.  Once it is completed and board approved we will make 

sure to share it with our parents. 
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COVID Response:  The question that I get asked the most is about how we intend to respond when we 

have a positive case within our school buildings.  We have been working with the County Health 

Department to provide a protocol for when that occurs.  Those protocols outline 5 different stages of 

identification and outbreak and was approved by our board last night.  The County still has to approve 

the final document at their next commission meeting, however, if you want to get a glimpse of the 

document you can find it on our boarddocs page at www.usd290.org.   
 
Remote Access:  We recognize that in a remote environment we will need to address some inequities in 

service based upon a myriad of factors.  First and foremost, every student will be provided a device to 

learn with that will be specific to them.  Secondly, if you do not have the internet we will have some 

options to work with for you.  Please contact us at 785-229-8010 and ask for the technology department 

and we can work with you to see if we can help to provide service. 
 
Environment:  There have also been many questions about the environment.  Currently we are still 

under Executive Order 20-59 which requires the wearing of masks for all persons entering our building 

and students PREK-12, the washing of or sanitizing of hands hourly, temperature checks of all students 

before they enter the building, and of course social distancing.  Included in these processes will be the 

disinfecting of buildings using an atomizer, training for staff as to how to keep their spaces disinfected, 

the retrofitting of water fountains to bottle fountains, and a host of other steps to ensure the safety of our 

students and staff. 
 
There is still a great deal to work through as we prepare for the 2020/21 school year, however, with 

these things in place we can begin preparing our teachers, parents, and students for what is to 

come.  Our goal is to ensure that we can continue to engage our students in high levels of learning while 

also making sure that the environment in which we connect with them is safe for everyone.  As we 

continue to develop this plan further I will make sure to keep you informed.  Please feel free to reach out 

via email at cobbsr@usd290.org or call at 785-229-8010. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Ryan Cobbs 
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