
 

 

Robinson Elementary School  
FAQ’s Regarding Opening School-July 23, 2020 

 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

1. When is the first day of school for RES students?  

The new official start date for the 2020-2021 school year for Robinson Elementary 

School is Monday, August 24th. Governor Hutchinson directed schools to move the first 

day of school from August 13th to the week of August 24th. 

 

2. What are the requirements for face coverings? 

On July 16, 2020 Governor Asa Hutchinson issued an executive order mandating face 

coverings statewide. RES staff and students age 10 and up will be required to wear 

face masks. Masks are expected for students up to age 9. The district sees this as a 

health issue, not a disciplinary one, but also one of great importance to the safety and 

well-being of students and staff if we are to keep our schools open.  

 

3. Do I have to purchase face masks for my child, or will the Robinson Elementary 

School/PCSSD provide face masks? 

The district will provide RES with face masks for students free of cost. If your child rides 

the bus he or she must have a face mask on before boarding the bus. 

 

4. Will RES students and adults be screened daily? 

Yes, all adults and students will be screened daily. The district has also provided 

touchless thermometers as part of the screening process. 

 

5. What happens if a RES student comes to school sick? 

A member of the RES Wellness team will be called to escort a sick student to the 

nurses’ office. The student will be screened by Nurse Leach. If the student has a 

temperature over the ADH guidance, they will be sent home and will need to be fever 

free for 48 hours without medication before returning to school. The student will be 

required to check in again with Nurse Leach upon returning to school. 

 

6. Is the school nurse full-time? 

Yes.  

 

7. What happens if an individual tests positive for COVID-19? 

Our school will follow district procedures and ADH guidance. The state has also 

released the “Response Levels for On-Site Learning” guide for districts to follow. 

 

8. Will Robinson Elementary School have group gatherings such as assemblies and 

meetings? 

RES will pursue virtual group events, gatherings, and meetings. 

 



 

9. Can I visit Robinson Elementary School, classrooms, or eat lunch with my student? 

Under current ADH & CDC guidance, visitors will not be allowed in the school except 

for the reception area. Parents will not be allowed to eat with their child. Visits to the 

school will be limited to essential activity. 

 

10. Can I still volunteer at Robinson Elementary School? 

Yes, there will be volunteer opportunities. Volunteers and visitors will be limited to 

essential activity at this time. 

 

11. Can I walk my child into the school? 

Parents and guardians may not walk students into the school, but they can walk their 

student to the school entrance. Additional information is forthcoming. 

 

12. I understand that I will not be able to walk my child into the school and only to the 

front entrance. Will there be someone who can help them get to their classroom, 

especially on the first day? 

Yes. While we currently cannot allow large groups of parents in the school, we 

understand this is an important part of the first day of school and the RES team plans to 

make it as pleasant as possible. Once we have an opportunity to analyze the survey 

results from July 24, 2020 we will develop a plan for students new to Robinson 

Elementary School. We will share the plan with parents. 

 

13. What happens if schools are mandated to close again? 

This is where “blended learning” comes in to play for traditional or hybrid students. With 

blended learning, students will learn content through in-classroom instruction with their 

teachers as well as through Schoology and Google Classroom. Students will learn how 

to use these learning management systems by participating in lessons throughout the 

week during the school day. In the event of a school closure, or if a student becomes 

ill, students will be able to easily “pivot” or transition to online learning at home. 

 

14. Will Robinson Elementary School have an open house; will we be able to meet the 

teacher, or see the classroom? 

We are working on an online/virtual open house plan. We understand that parents 

and students need to meet teachers and become familiar with their classroom 

environment before we begin school on August 24th.  

 

15. Will RES students be allowed to play together, or will they have to stay 6 feet apart? 

We will do our best to ensure students have the opportunity to play together while 

following the 6 feet requirement. 

 

16. Will attendance be taken regardless of in-class or online instruction? 

Yes, attendance will be required and taken regardless of the learning environment. 

 

 

 

 



 

17. If my child goes to school and there is a case in his class or at RES what will happen? 

Will the parents be notified? 

Our school will follow district guidelines as provided in the Response Levels for On-Site 

Learning document. Please notice the flow chart on page 6 for notifications. Page 7 

defines “close contacts.” 

 

18. Will Robinson Elementary School hours remain the same? 

No. The new school hours for the 2020-2021 school year are 7:30am-2:30pm. The 

earliest time that parents may drop off students is 7:15am.  

 

19. Can RES students/staff wear face coverings they purchase/make themselves or can 

they only wear ones provided by the district? 

Students and staff will be allowed to wear face coverings that they purchase or make. 

Masks and face coverings must not be obscene, offensive, or disruptive to the learning 

environment. 

 

20. Will parents be allowed to send disinfectant wipes and hand sanitizer with our children 

to use throughout the day? 

Yes. You are welcome to send wipes and hand sanitizer with your child to school. The 

district will also provide cleaning supplies to assist with daily cleaning. 

 

21. Will Robinson Elementary School still offer extended care services to parents? 

Extended Care services will be provided after-school ONLY. For safety reasons, as well 

as ADH and CDC guidance, the number of participants will be reduced by 50% of our 

normal capacity. Additional information will be shared with parents. 

 

22. Can you guarantee RES students and staff will not become sick? 

No. While the well-being of our students, staff, and families is of vital importance, we 

cannot guarantee no one will get sick. Every risk cannot be mitigated, but we will do 

all we can to ensure everyone’s safety. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

23. Will bus transportation be provided? 

Yes, the district will provide bus transportation for students. If there are any changes to 

bus schedules, stops, or routes, information will be communicated to parents. 

 

24. Will students have to wear face masks on the bus? 

All students will be required to wear a mask or face covering when riding in school 

provided transportation. 

 

FOOD SERVICES/WATER 

25. Where will may child/student eat lunch? 

Based on ADH guidelines regarding limiting capacities in cafeterias, we are working on 

adjusting lunch schedules and may use alternative locations such as the classroom, or 

outside areas, as available and appropriate. These areas will include proper sanitation 

after every meal service. 

 



 

26. Is it true Robinson Elementary School is the only school that will not participate in the 

Community Eligibility Program (CEP)? 

This is not true. RES is one of 6 elementary schools not listed during the July 9, 2020 

PCSSD Board Meeting. 

 

27. Why is the entire district not a part of CEP? 

Please see the July 9, 2020 PCSSD Board Meeting minutes/video. The Director shares 

why it is currently not beneficial for district-wide participation in the CEP. 

 

28. Will the cafeteria be sanitized between each lunch period?  

Yes. The cafeteria will be sanitized between each lunch period. 

 

29. Will the students sit 6 ft apart in the cafeteria?  

Yes. All efforts will be made to physically distance the students. 

 

30. Will water fountains be available? 

Water fountains will not be available. Students are encouraged to bring water bottles 

daily, as needed. The district will provide students bottled water during breakfast and 

lunch. 

 

31. Will kids be allowed to bring their own lunch from home?  

Yes. However, in order to control outside visitors at lunchtime, we will not allow 

parents/guardians to bring outside food in for students (Example: McDonald’s, pizza, 

etc.). 

 

INSTRUCTION 

32. I have multiple children enrolled at RES. If I select A/B hybrid method of instruction will 

my students/children have the same schedule/days for face-to-face instruction? 

Yes. 

 

33. Will hybrid and distance learning have access to textbooks? 

Yes. 

 

34. What will the school day look like for my child? 

This depends on the method of instruction you selected for your child. Dr. Moore, 

teacher leaders, and staff will use results from the July 24, 2020 parent survey to create 

schedules that include minimizing close physical interactions. Our goal is to maintain 

as normal of a day as possible while mitigating risk. 

 

35. How will students social/physical distance in the classroom? 

Classrooms will be arranged to maximize spacing between students and teachers to 

the extent possible. Every effort will be made to adhere to ADH & CDC guidelines. 

 

36. Will students still be able to have recess or play on the playground? 

Yes, students will have recess. We will follow the CDC guidelines and have a 

scheduled time for students to be out in groups at 50% capacity of large group 

gatherings.  

 



 

37. Will students have specialty classes like art, music, PE, and library? 

Yes, students will still have the opportunity to participate in specialty classes. 

 

38. Will students be able to participate in field trips? 

RES will not schedule any field trips at this time. RES is following CDC guidance and 

plans to pursue virtual activities and events in lieu of field trips, student assemblies, 

special performances, school-wide parent meetings, and spirit nights, as possible. 

 

39. How will you help fill any gaps in learning for my student from the previous year? 

The PCSSD curriculum team and administrators have revised the district curricula so 

that missed essential standards and skills will be addressed when students return. 

 

40. If I do not want my student to return to school in the traditional format, what are my 

options? 

Parents may select 100% distance learning or a hybrid model with 2 days of face-to-

face instruction and 3 days online.  

 

41. Can I change my decision about the delivery method of instruction for my student? 

Staffing will be set based upon student/parent responses to the survey for 

digital/distance learning. In addition, the physical environment of the classroom is 

being arranged based on survey results and in accordance with social distancing 

guidelines and ADH. Changes may occur at the end of each quarter. In extenuating 

circumstances, changes may occur at mid-term. However, please know that we will 

have systems in place to support students in their respective learning environments.  

 

42. Will the Gifted & Talented program continue at RES? 

G/T services will be provided to all K-2 students and identified students in grades 3-5. 

 

43. Will the online/distance learning school start the same day as traditional school? 

Students who will participate in 100% distance learning or the hybrid model will begin 

the same day as on campus or in person instruction. 

 

44. How will the students change classes? 

Teachers will move and students will remain in the classroom to minimize movement.  

 

45. Will pre-k be provided a laptop for blended learning options?  

Pre-K students are funded by the ABC grant and currently do not have mobile 

devices. Pre-K students who receive special education services from the Early 

Childhood Special Education Department will be provided access to a device if 

needed.  

 

46. Will students who choose to do the online option get a Chromebook? 

Regardless of the option chosen, each PCSSD student in grades K-12 will receive a 

Chromebook. All students will have a scheduled pick up time to receive a 

Chromebook prior to the start of school.  


