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This document is the District’s plan for a safe return to instruction for the 2020-2021 school year based on the best 

information available at the time of publication.  Modifications to the plan are anticipated and should be expected based 

on new information as it becomes available. 
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4 Day School Week 

For the 2020-2021 school year, the Groton Area School District will operate on a four-day week school calendar.  The 

four-day calendar is a marked shift from typical operations of our district but presents us with opportunities to better 

serve our students under the current situation.  The full school calendar is available online at www.grotonarea.com.   

Under the new calendar the start and end times for the school days will be modified as follows: 

Elementary:  Start Time 8:22 AM End Time 3:31 PM 

Middle/High School: Start Time: 8:18 AM End Time 3:40 PM 

During the days denoted as instructional planning days, school faculty and staff will be performing work to support the 

education of all students under the entire spectrum of learning plans that may need to be implemented.  These 

instructional planning days may, in some cases, be moved to a different day during the week to best preserve in-

person student contact opportunities.   

Example: If the district is closed on an instructional day due to the need to clean facilities, assist with Department of 

Health contact tracing, or other reasons (snow days), we will be utilizing those days for instructional planning and 

moving the instructional day to the Friday. 

As usual, the district will communicate changes to the calendar with the following tools: 

1. School District Website, www.grotonarea.com 

2. School District App Push Notifications – the app is available for free download for both Apple and Android 

Devices.  Search “Groton Area Tigers, SD” in the app store.   

3. Apptegy mass calling system, previously SchoolMessenger 

4. Facebook 

5. Groton Daily Independent   

Instructional planning days may include opportunities for school staff to work with students to provide opportunities for 

academic support, remediation, testing, or other pre-approved activities.  In such situations, contact will be made 

between school staff and those students/families to make appropriate arrangements. 

 

 

If sick, stay home except to get medical care. 

 

 

Traditional Learning Plan 

Students will return to in-person instruction. 

Students will remain in established groups as much as possible during the day and from day-to-day.  Contact between 

groups will be limited as much as possible. 

In-person instruction will be augmented with the use of Brightspace (online learning platform).  This will better prepare 

student and staff for a seamless transition into blended learning or fully remote learning.   

  

https://core-docs.s3.amazonaws.com/documents/asset/uploaded_file/797801/2021CalendarAdopted071320R1.pdf
http://www.grotonarea.com/
http://www.grotonarea.com/
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Juniors and seniors will have the option to use open campus privileges (typically senior privileges) for study halls and 

dual-credit courses to aid in our ability to provide appropriate distance within the school facility.  Open campus 

privileges will be subject to parent permission and restrictions designed to keep students on track to successful course 

completion. 

 Students on the ineligibility list will not have privileges during the duration of that reporting period. 

 If the student receives detention or suspension for tardiness or misbehavior, privileges will be revoked for a 

period of time deemed necessary by the principal. 

 If there is any question of a student not earning course credit, privileges may be revoked as needed. 

 Students are allowed to drive.  Any abuse of driving privileges will result in privileges being revoked. 

Middle/High school students will report to their 1st period class upon arrival at school.  Congregating in groups in the 

halls will not be permitted. 

Elementary students will be dismissed for outdoor recess at approximately 8:02 AM.   

Students will participate in scheduled hand-washing and frequent use of hand sanitizer. 

The traditional learning plan provides for limited opportunities for physical distancing. 

Blended Learning Plan 

Students will be provided in-person instruction two days each week and participate in virtual instruction for the other 

two days.   

Students will be assigned to the black group (receiving in-person instruction Mondays and Tuesdays) or to the gold 

group (receiving in-person instruction on Thursdays and Fridays).  Students from the same household will be assigned to 

the same group. Wednesdays will be used for instructional planning and facilities cleaning and sanitizing. 

Student participation and assignment completion will be required on all scheduled days for instruction.  Student 

“attendance” and engagement will be measured by analysis of student activity with the Brightspace online platform. 

The blended learning plan provides for moderate opportunities for physical distancing. 

Remote Learning Plan 

The district is preparing for a situation that would require implementation of a remote learning plan for all students.  In 

such an instance, instruction will be provided online using teacher created content through Brightspace.  Students 

absent from school for self-isolation, quarantine, or other reasons may participate in learning via Brightspace to stay 

current with lessons and assignments. 

Schedules will be provided for students to follow during remote learning. 

Student participation and assignment completion will be required on all scheduled days for instruction.  Student 

“attendance” and engagement will be measured by analysis of student activity with the Brightspace online platform. 

The remote learning plan provides for maximum opportunities for physical distancing. 

Optional Remote Learning 

Students who do not wish to return to school in the fall of 2020 due to concerns about the ongoing Coronavirus 

pandemic may opt in to the remote learning plan.  Students who opt-in to the remote learning plan must commit to 

doing so for the entire duration of each academic quarter.  For example, a student who chooses remote learning at the 

beginning of the year would be able to rejoin in-person instruction at the beginning of the second quarter but not 

before. 
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Students may opt-in to remote learning at the beginning of each quarter or immediately following any instance of self-

isolation or quarantine by completing the Off-Campus Remote Learning Contract.  For example, if a student is named a 

close-contact with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 and the department of health names him/her a 

“close-contact” and places them under a 14 day quarantine, that student will participate in remote learning during their 

quarantine and may choose to continue remote learning immediately following the quarantine period through the end 

of the quarter. 

The school principal may grant permission to opt-in to remote learning outside of the established timelines for good 

cause at his/her discretion. 

Students enrolled in the remote learning plan remain students of the Groton Area School District subject to the rules 

and regulations, including grading policies approved by the Board of Education.  Students enrolled in the remote 

learning plan will be provided a school-issued laptop or I-pad if needed but must be able to access a reliable internet 

connection at their own expense. 

The rationale behind providing an online learning option is to provide an alternative source of learning for students who 

are unable to or uncomfortable returning to a traditional school setting amid the pandemic, therefore, students who 

opt-in to remote learning will not be eligible for participation in extra-curricular activities since those activities will 

involve a heightened level of potential exposure. 

Notification Timeline for Participation in Remote Learning Option 

In order for the district to plan appropriately for both in-person and remote instruction, families choosing to opt-in to 

remote learning must provide notification to the district by the deadlines established below. 

1st Quarter   Friday, August 7, 2020 

2nd Quarter   Thursday, October 1, 2020 

3rd Quarter   Thursday, December 10, 2020 

4th Quarter   Friday, February 19, 2021 

The following academic measures must be met by students who have opted in to the remote learning plan: 

1. Daily interaction with course material and assignments.  Interaction with course content is measured and logged 

within the Brightspace platform. 

2. Quality completion of assignments by due dates established by course instructor. 

3. Prompt response to inquiry from school personnel, including teachers, administrators, and school support staff. 

4. Students must maintain minimum grade of C- in all courses.  Grades will be evaluated on the same schedule 

used for determining athletic eligibility. 

5. The decision to opt-in to a remote learning environment must be made after a complete analysis of the benefits 

and drawbacks of such a system.  Those considering this option must have a clear understanding of the 

academic expectations of such an environment.  A student who is not participating in coursework or completing 

required assignments may have their remote learning option revoked and be required to return to in-person 

instruction or be subject to truancy claims.  Once a student has been notified in writing that his/her option to 

participate in remote learning has been revoked, he/she will not be provided the option to re-enroll in remote 

learning for the remainder of the year. 
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Continuity of Instruction Summary 

The summary of learning options below represents the district’s best options for providing an appropriate learning environment based on local health data.  

Movement between plans will be determined based on local health conditions and may not necessarily follow a linear progression. 

Traditional Learning Plan Blended Learning Plan Remote Learning Plan 

Students will participate in regular in-person 
instruction. 
 
The District will take practical measures to support 
student and staff health and safety at school 
facilities 
 
Students with health concerns may opt-in to fully 
remote learning or choose the option for 
traditional homeschooling pursuant SDCL 13-27-3. 
 
Remote learning will be provided through the 
Brightspace Learning Management System for 
students who have opted in to remote learning 
and students who are absent from school. 
 
Student participation and assignment completion 
will be required on all scheduled days for 
instruction.  Student “attendance” and 
engagement will be measured by analysis of 
student activity with the Brightspace Learning 
Management System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Limited Physical Distancing 

Students will participate in two days/week of in-
person instruction and two days/week of remote 
learning. 
 
The District will continue measures to support 
student and staff health and safety at school 
facilities. 
 
Students in the gold group will attend school on 
Mondays and Tuesday.  Students in the black 
group will attend school on Thursdays and Fridays.  
Wednesdays will be used for instructional planning 
and facilities maintenance. 
 
Students with health concerns may opt-in to fully 
remote learning or choose the option for 
traditional homeschooling pursuant SDCL 13-27-3. 
 
Remote learning will be provided through the 
Brightspace Learning Management System for all 
students not in physically attending. 
 
Student participation and assignment completion 
will be required on all scheduled days for 
instruction.  Student “attendance” and 
engagement will be measured by analysis of 
student activity with the Brightspace Learning 
Management System. 
 
Moderate Physical Distancing 

All students will participate in remote learning via  
the Brightspace Learning Management System.  
 
Student participation and assignment completion 
will be required on all scheduled days for 
instruction.  Student “attendance” and 
engagement will be measured by analysis of 
student activity with the Brightspace Learning 
Management System. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Maximum Physical Distancing 

https://doe.sd.gov/oatq/documents/20-ExemptForm.pdf
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Health and Safety 

The Groton Area School District will continue to operate with measures in place to reduce the risk of transmission of 

COVID-19.   We cannot guarantee that students or school personnel will not become infected with COVID-19.  School 

attendance may increase the risk of contracting COVID-19. 

District will provide direct instruction to students and staff on healthy habits and CDC guidelines, including self-symptom 

monitoring, appropriate hand hygiene, physical distancing, mask etiquette including respect for others’ decisions 

relative to using a mask, and covering sneezes/coughs. 

 

 

Monitor your symptoms. 

 

 

Families must complete the district provided symptom screening checklist prior to allowing their children to board the 

bus or attend school or any school function.  More than ever, it is critical that students showing symptoms of any 

illness stay home. 

All school district faculty and staff must complete the symptom screening checklist including temperature checks prior 

to attending work each day. 

The district will be conducting temperature screenings in the middle of each day.  Elementary students will be screened 

on their way to lunch.  MS/HS students will be screened following lunch before they return to class.  Screenings will be 

conducted with non-contact infrared thermometers.  Students with temperatures higher than 100.0 will be provided a 

face covering, if they’re not already using one, and taken to the office for further evaluation according to the 

temperature screening protocols established by the Department of Health. 

The district will spread students out (physical distancing) as much as possible for instruction and support services such as 

transportation and school lunch. 

Classroom Safety 

Students will be seated facing the same direction in class. 

Students will be seated according to defined seating charts with as much space as possible between individual students. 

Student and staff will be encouraged to bring water bottles from home for personal use. 

Students will not be allowed to share water bottles and will be encouraged to take their bottles home each day to get 

washed. 

Desks used by multiple students will be wiped clean between users. 

Sharing of personal items and supplies will not be allowed. 

 

Clean your hands often. 
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Recess times may be adjusted to provide better opportunities for physical distancing at recess and upon re-entry to the 

building.  Students will participate in hand-washing upon re-entry to the building.  

Hand sanitizer will be available and used on entry to and exit from classrooms. 

Visual ques for physical distancing will be placed in areas of the buildings where appropriate to remind everyone of the 

importance of remaining physically separated whenever possible. 

Transportation 

Mass transportation during the pandemic poses a set of unique challenges.  The 

Groton Area School District will continue to offer bus transportation for the 

2020-2021 school year with measures in place to provide the safest 

transportation as possible.   

It is our recommendation that families provide their own transportation as 

often as possible to minimize their potential exposure. 

Families will be provided with a symptom screening checklist for their child to 

be screened prior to boarding the bus or attending school or school activities.  Children who are experiencing any 

symptoms must not ride the bus or attend school or school activities.  Drivers will also be screened for symptoms prior 

to each trip. 

Students and staff using school district transportation will be required to wear a cloth mask or face 

covering for the entire duration of their trip.  Families will be expected to provide their own face covering 

and clean them daily.  This includes school bus transportation and those who are transported in other 

district vehicles. 

Students will be required to apply hand sanitizer upon boarding. 

Students will be seated in assigned seats with students from the same household seated together.  Seating charts will 

provide for the most distance possible between students.  In most cases, this distance will be less than six feet. 

No children will be permitted to use district transportation who are sick or who become sick during the day. 

Drivers will perform enhanced cleaning and sanitizing of surfaces following each trip. 

Food Service 

The Groton Area School District will operate a School Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program with 

adopted modifications to support a healthy environment for congregate eating. 

Elementary lunch times will be modified to allow for physical distancing between students.  We will be utilizing the 

elementary gym and elementary lunchroom/commons area for meal times.   

Middle/High school lunches will be physically distanced utilizing the GHS gymnasium.   

All non-disposable food service items will be handled minimally and washed with hot water and soap or in the 

dishwasher.  Disposable food service items may be used. 

Self-service meal items and sharing of items will be prohibited. 

Food service check-in will be touch free. 

Custodial Services 
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Given the frequency with which items will need to be cleaned and sanitized some of these responsibilities will be carried 

out by school personnel other than custodial personnel.  School personnel will be trained in the proper use and storage 

of cleaning products. 

Hand sanitizer dispensers will be systematically checked and refilled.  

Adequate supplies will be provided to allow for necessary and appropriate hand hygiene (soap, paper towels, hand 

sanitizers). 

Restrooms will undergo frequent cleaning and sanitizing. 

Protocols for Handling Cases of COVID-19 

Staff and students will be provided with direct instruction about the signs and symptoms of COVID-19 including when 

symptoms preclude attendance at school or school-sponsored activities and when they can return to school or school 

activities.   

If a student shows or develops symptoms in the school setting: 

Symptomatic individuals will be immediately given a face mask if they’re not currently wearing one and isolated in the 

designated area at the school.  They will be sent home to isolate and seek medical care.  Families must have someone 

designated to pick their children up from school in these situations.  Symptomatic students will not be provided 

transportation home. 

Symptomatic students will be required to wear a cloth face covering or face mask while they’re waiting to leave the 

facility. 

Returning to the school setting: 

If a person has shown symptoms of COVID-19 but has not been exposed to someone with a COVID-19 diagnosis, they 

may return to school following the Groton Area School District communicable diseases policy.  

If a person is diagnosed with COVID-19 by a medical professional they may return to school only after ALL of the 

following conditions are met: 

A. It has been ten days since the person first had symptoms or since the first positive test if the person remains 

asymptomatic. 

B. It has been at least 24 hours since the person has had a fever without the use of fever-reducing medications. 

C. The person’s symptoms have improved, including cough and shortness of breath. 

For patients with severe to critical illness or who are severely immunocompromised, the recommended duration for 

transmission-based precautions was extended to 20 days after symptom onset (https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html). 

If a person has been determined to have been in close contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19, the South 

Dakota Department of Health recommends a 14 day self-quarantine.   

While symptoms can develop 2-14 days following exposure, the Centers for Disease Control reports that the median 

timeline for developing illness following exposure is 4-5 days.  The exclusion of students from school for any longer than 

necessary can be harmful to a child’s educational, social, and emotional development.  

The Groton Area Board of Education has adopted a modified procedure for students that have been in close contact 

with positive cases of COVID-19 that will allow them to return to the classroom on the sixth day following exposure 

under the conditions that they remain asymptomatic and wear a face covering during their recommended 14 day 

quarantine period.  Students may also return to their school-based activities according to this timeline. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/disposition-hospitalized-patients.html
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A person who has tested positive for COVID-19 and has recovered, he/she does not need to quarantine if:  

 The close contact exposure is within 90 days from the positive test; and 

 The individual does not develop symptoms. 

Those within the 90-day window who have another close contact exposure, and develop symptoms, should consult with 

their healthcare provider. 

If a person diagnosed with COVID-19 was in the school setting while infectious, the district will coordinate with local 

health officials to notify staff and families to the extent allowed by law.  Individual privacy will be protected as required 

by federal and state law and local policy. 

Intermittent school closings may be necessitated by a positive case of COVID-19 within the school buildings dependent 

on the full context of the situation.  It is possible that one facility may be closed while the other remains open.  For 

example, if an elementary-aged student with no MS/HS student siblings tests positive, we may be required to close the 

elementary facility for a short period followed by full facility cleaning and disinfection but may be able to safely continue 

operating the high school facility. 

Students excluded from attendance will participate in the remote learning plan.  Students who are subject to the 14 day 

close contact quarantine, for example, will participate in the remote learning plan during their quarantine period. 

Masks and/or Cloth Face Coverings 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) recommends that people wear cloth face coverings in public settings as able when 

around people who live outside of their household, especially when other social distancing measures are difficult to 

maintain. 

 

The current position of the Groton Area School District is that face coverings or masks will be 

strongly encouraged and recommended for all students and staff with the exception of 

transportation where face coverings will be required.   

 

Families will be expected to provide and care for their own face covering. 

The CDC provides the following guidance for how to wash cloth face coverings: 

Washing Machine 

 You can include your face covering with your regular laundry. 

 Use regular laundry detergent and the warmest appropriate water setting for the cloth used to make the face 

covering. 

The use of face coverings has become a widely politicized and highly debated topic.  “Mask-shaming” of any kind will not 

be tolerated and will be addressed under the appropriate behavior policy for each school. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wash-cloth-face-coverings.html


  

Appendix A 

Groton Area School District 

Off-Campus Remote Learning Contract 

2020-2021 School Year 

 

Student Name: ___________________________________________________________ Grade: __________________ 

 

Program Expectations and Guidelines 

Students who do not wish to return to school in the fall of 2020 due to concerns about the ongoing Coronavirus pandemic may opt 

in to the remote learning plan.  Students who opt-in to the remote learning plan must commit to doing so for the entire duration of 

each academic quarter.   

In order for the district to plan appropriately for both in-person and remote instruction, families choosing to opt-in to remote 

learning must provide notification to the district by the deadlines established below. 

1st Quarter   Friday, August 7, 2020 

2nd Quarter   Thursday, October 1, 2020 

3rd Quarter   Thursday, December 10, 2020 

4th Quarter   Friday, February 19, 2021 

 Students may opt-in to remote learning at the beginning of each quarter or immediately following any instance of self-

isolation or quarantine.   

 The school principal may grant permission to opt-in to remote learning outside of the established timelines for good cause 

at his/her discretion. 

 Students enrolled in the remote learning plan remain students of the Groton Area School District subject to the rules and 

regulations, including grading policies approved by the Board of Education.   

 Students enrolled in the remote learning plan will be provided a school-issued laptop or I-pad if needed but must be able to 

access a reliable internet connection at their own expense. 

 Students who opt-in to remote learning will not be eligible for participation in extra-curricular activities. 

 Once a student has been notified in writing that his/her option to participate in remote learning has been revoked, he/she 

will not be provided the option to re-enroll in remote learning for the remainder of the year. 

 Daily interaction with course material and assignments.  Interaction with course content is measured and logged within the 

Brightspace platform. 

 Quality completion of assignments by due dates established by course instructor. 

 Prompt response to inquiry from school personnel, including teachers, administrators, and school support staff. 

 Students must maintain minimum grade of C- in all courses.  Grades will be evaluated on the same schedule used for 

determining athletic eligibility. 

 A student who is not participating in coursework or completing required assignments may have their remote learning 

option revoked and be required to return to in-person instruction or be subject to truancy claims.  Once a student has been 

notified in writing that his/her option to participate in remote learning has been revoked, he/she will not be provided the 

option to re-enroll in remote learning for the remainder of the year. 

 

_________________________________________________   

Parent/Guardian Printed Name      

 

_________________________________________________  ___________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature     Date 
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Appendix C 

Section 1

You can answer "NO" to all of 
Section 1

Have you had close contact 
(within 6 feet of an infected 

person for at least 15 minutes) 
with a person with confirmed 

COVID-19?

If no, go to school.
If yes, stay home for 14 days 

after last exposure

You answer "YES" to one or 
more question in Section 1

If you answer "NO" to all of 
Section 2

Follow Student Communicable 
Diseases Policy for Returning to 

School.

If you answer "YES" to one ore 
more question in Section 2

Student referred for evaluation 
by their healthcare provider.  
Student should stay home, 

isolate themselves from others, 
monitor their health, and 

follow directions from their 
state/local health department.
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