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Introduction 
 

Planning for and starting the 2020-2021 school year has been, and continues to be, far different than 

the start of any other school year. The upcoming school year will likely have disruptions to instruction 

and things we cannot foresee at this moment. The thing we have on our side is we have incredibly 

strong communities to work with and people who will work together to ensure the best possible 

situation for our students and staff.  

 

This plan has been created to aid in navigating our back to school process and working to ensure our 

students, staff, and all families feel safe as we begin the school year. The guidelines referenced in this 

plan are based on guidance from local, state, and federal agencies as well as consultation with 

neighboring school districts. 

 

We will begin school on August 13th in a traditional manner that will be as close to normal as possible, 

while adhering to guidelines established by the State Department of Education and the State Health 

Department. We will begin the school year using this plan as our guiding source with the primary goal 

of keeping our students and staff as safe as possible while providing a high-quality education. While 

this is the current plan we have put together, we do realize this is an ever-changing situation and 

adjustments will likely be made as we move along. If we see something that is not working, we will 

not be afraid to make a change if it is necessary, so please bear with us as we monitor our plan as 

well as guidance from local, state, and national health authorities to maintain the best possible 

learning environment for our school community. 

 

 

GENERAL PROTOCOLS 

 

We are going to rely heavily on Parents/Guardians to be the first to help in monitoring possible 

problem areas. Please observe your students for symptoms and/or elevated fever before sending 

them to school. We do ask that you take your child’s temperature each morning before sending them 

to school. If they have a temperature of 100.3 or higher, they will not be allowed to enter the school 

or get on a school bus. It is imperative that students stay home if they have a fever or symptoms 

related to COVID-19. Please make sure your student is fever free for 48 hours before they return to 

school. 

 

Students that get on the school bus or arrive to school are to be considered as “certified healthy” by 

the parent/guardian. 
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*Fever *Chills 
*Headache *Sore Throat 
*Diarrhea *Shortness of Breath 
*Muscle or Body Aches *Loss of Smell or Taste 
*Nausea or Vomiting *Congestion or Runny Nose 

This list does not include all possible symptoms.  CDC will continue to update this list as we learn more about COVID-19 

 

Visitors to our school will be very limited and be screened at main entrances. If you need to visit the 

school, we ask that you call ahead to let the building principal or secretary know you are coming.  We 

also ask that all visitors wear a mask if you are in the school building. 

 

Flexibility on attendance limits will be given to students during the 20-21 school year. Information on 

this will be available in the principal’s office or when your child enrolls.  We will do everything we can 

to ensure our students’ education is not interrupted if they must miss time due to illness or 

quarantine. 

 

Cleaning and disinfecting of commonly touched surfaces will be done multiple times per day. All 

cleaners and disinfectants will be EPA-approved for use to fight COVID-19. Hand sanitizer will be 

available in all classrooms and common areas and students will be encouraged to wash hands on a 

regular basis.  

 

 

BUS TRANSPORTATION 

 

TFC Schools will provide bus transportation unless we are advised it must stop. Students who board 

the bus will be deemed as “Certified Healthy” by the parent/guardian. 

 

As stated above, we will be providing bus transportation, but we want to encourage parents to drop-

off and pick-up their children if possible, to help with social distancing protocols. This is also a 

recommendation from most health agencies as well. 

 

Windows will be open on buses to maximize air flow while on routes unless weather dictates 

otherwise and students will be separated as much as possible to allow for social distancing on buses. 

 

If a bus driver shortage occurs due to COVID related issues, the district may be forced to reduce the 

number of routes and limit bus transportation. 
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THE SCHOOL DAY 

 
School buildings will open beginning at 7:45 for students.  If a student exhibits a temperature of 100.3 

or greater, they will be isolated, and their parent/guardian will be contacted to come pick them up. It 

is imperative that the parent/guardian, after being contacted by the school for student illness, come 

pick up the student as soon as possible. 

 

School water fountains will not be utilized at this time. Students need to bring their own clear water 

bottle for the day. We will have a place to refill water bottles without the use of the water fountains. 

 

Hand sanitizing stations will be available in each classroom as well as in common areas and students 

will be encouraged to use them. Frequent hand washing and other healthy protocols will be 

encouraged and practiced on a routine basis. 

 

Classrooms will be arranged in such a way to social distance the students to the best of our ability. No 

pillows, beanbags, or reading nooks will be utilized at this time. 

 

 

MEAL TIME 

 

Students will utilize hand sanitizing stations or hand washing prior to meal service. 

 

We will work to keep students as far apart as possible and will be creative in our approach to lunch 

time and the possibilities we have in the use of our facilities to ensure student safety. No guests will 

be allowed to have meals on site if the threat of COVID exposure is predominant. 

 

Students will be reminded that sharing food is not a safe practice. 

 

Masks and gloves will be worn during food preparation and service by cafeteria staff. 

 

Tables will be cleaned and disinfected between each meal group.  

 

Currently, we will not allow food to be brought in from outside restaurants. Feel free to pack a lunch 

for your child and send it with them in the morning.  We would like to limit outside food being 

brought in at lunch time while the COVID threat exists. 
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CLASSROOM GUIDELINES 

 
Classrooms will be arranged to provide as much social distancing as possible. 

 

Students will utilize their own supplies. Items such as crayons, markers, scissors, and pencils will not 

be shared. 

 

We will have Chromebooks for use by students both at school and as a resource if distance learning 

becomes necessary. These will be available for checkout if the need for distance learning arises. 

 

Teachers will have access to sanitization materials and will wipe commonly touched surfaces on a 

regular basis. 

 

No class wide snacks will be allowed to be distributed unless provided by the school. 

 

SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 

Extra and co-curricular activities such as Vocal Music, Band, STUCO, FFA, Field Trips, Athletics, G/T, 

and Academic Team are all vital elements of a student’s experience. There are several ideas being 

considered in these areas and we will work to ensure our students have the opportunity to 

participate in their respective activities if at all possible. Research is presently under way by the NFHS 

to help us know and apply the best precautions to take in order to protect our students involved in 

extra-curricular activities. 

 

Elementary parties will be provided by the school district until the threat of COVID-19 has subsided. 

 

INSTRUCTIONAL OPTIONS 

 

*TFC Schools different learning options are detailed at the end of this document. 

 

School will begin as regularly scheduled with in-person instruction. If we are forced to return to 

distance learning, we will utilize our available platforms to provide the best instruction possible under 

these circumstances. Teachers will communicate, provide instruction, and track student progress 

with students via email, group chat, Google Classroom/Hangouts, and Zoom to name a few. These 

grades WILL count toward your student’s overall grade and can negatively impact the grade. 

 

For parents who wish to keep their children at home, a full-time virtual option will be available for 

them. If a student is enrolled as a full-time virtual student, they must remain as a virtual student until 
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the end of the semester before coming back to regular classes. Students who wish to participate in 

virtual learning will need to apply and interview with the building principal in order to be admitted to 

the virtual program. CourseWare by Edmentum or Edgenuity will be the online provider for any 

student who desires to utilize the virtual option. 

 

Please understand there is a difference in virtual learning and distance learning. Virtual learning is for 

those who do not wish to be educated at school. Distance learning is the process we will move to in 

the event we must close the campus for a period of time.  If we move to the distance learning model, 

it will be for all grade levels and all classes.   

 

Any move to the Distance Learning model will be done under the direction of State and Local Health 

Departments.  

 

 

We will be closely monitoring guidance from the State Department of Education, The 

State Department of Health, and the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and will 

adjust this plan as dictated by these organizations. 

 

At this time, we will not require the use of masks while at school. The CDC and State Department of 

Health strongly recommend the use of masks when in public. We support these recommendations 

and will work to ensure any student who wants or needs to wear a mask is afforded that opportunity. 

We will closely monitor guidance from these organizations and will adjust our plan as needed based 

on recommendations and/or requirements from these groups. 

 

Thank you for working with us to help get your students educational experience as “back to normal” 

as possible. We will do the best we can to normalize an ever-changing situation. Student and staff 

safety are our foremost focus. The plans above are subject to change as new information becomes 

available or as new situations arise related to COVID-19. 
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Symptom Monitoring 

*Based on CDC Guidelines 

➢ Members of Thomas Fay Custer staff will be expected to screen for COVID-19 

symptoms prior to reporting to work each day. 

➢ Parents/guardians are expected to screen their students for COVID-19 symptoms each 

day prior to sending their students to school. 

➢ People with COVID-19 have reported a variety of symptoms ranging from mild to 

severe. Symptoms may appear anywhere from 2-14 days after exposure to the virus. 

Families should monitor children and should not send them to school if they have one 

or more of the following symptoms. 

*Fever *Chills 
*Headache *Sore Throat 
*Diarrhea *Shortness of Breath 
*Muscle or Body Aches *Loss of Smell or Taste 
*Nausea or Vomiting *Congestion or Runny Nose 

This list does not include all possible symptoms.  CDC will continue to update this list as we learn more about COVID-19 

 
If a student begins displaying COVID-19 symptoms at school,  

he/she should report to the office immediately.  

              Parents will be contacted as soon as possible to pick up their child.  

 

COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 

Employees or students suspected or known to have contracted COVID-19 and have exhibited 

symptoms may return to school when ALL of the following conditions have been met:   

  

   •2 days without fever     •Symptoms are no longer present     •Release from the doctor 

  

Employees or students with known close contact (closer than 6 feet for longer than 15 minutes) with an 

individual who has tested positive for COVID-19 may return to school when a 14 day quarantine (or other 

action as determined by school administrators through consultation with the Department of Health) is 

completed.  

 

A positive diagnosis does not necessarily mean shutting down a school site or the entire district. Working with 

health officials will mean completing contact tracing and possibly suggesting students to be tested. Because of 

changing and uncertain conditions, students, parents, and staff should be prepared for transition to distance 

learning at any time.  
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*Types of Learning Models that will occur for 2020-2021 

1. On Campus Instruction 

a. All classes taken at school site  

b. In person instruction 

c. Traditional school day 

d. Transition as needed between in-class and distance learning 

2. Distance Learning 

a. Determined by the district, city, or state if need arises. 

b. Can be used in the event of student exposure/illness resulting in quarantine. 

c. Counts as a school day (not a traditional absence if student completes online lessons 

within allotted time.) 

d. Students continue to learn new material with teacher support. 

e. Students receive support and guidance from teachers until on campus classes can 

resume. 

f. Lessons may be pre-recorded or live lessons. 

3. Virtual Learning 

a. Student takes all courses online via CourseWare by Edmentum or Edgenuity. 

b. Requires semester commitment 

c. Classes do not require regular on campus attendance. 

d. Application process is required. 

 

  

 

 

 

 


