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What We Know at This Point...

We have been in frequent meetings with local districts as well as the McLean County Health Department as we continue to plan for 
August 19th.  Many other districts of similar size (Morton, Tri-Valley,  Eureka,  LeRoy) are also providing parents the option of returning to 
in-person instruction or selecting the online learning option.  Return plans for Oly look very similar to those of local districts.  We have 
also met recently with our COVID K12 Planning Team to enhance our remote learning plan IN CASE we are required (at some point this 
year) to resume remote learning.  We have taken parent and staff feedback and will have a more robust remote learning plan in place 
moving forward. We hope to share that with families in August or early September.

We received word from IESA Friday afternoon that fall middle school seasons (and the IESA state series) for boys baseball, girls softball, 
and boys and girls cross-country, for the 20-21 school year are being cancelled.  There are no plans to try and reschedule these seasons 
for later in the school year.  IESA has not made a decision about any other sport at this point as they are waiting until closer to the season 
start date, before decisions are made.  They did include in their announcement that a State speech series may still be possible but are 
not announcing details at this point.  We know the decision IESA made was not an easy one to make but was one they felt was necessary 
for the health of their student athletes.  We will keep you updated as more activity /athletic information is released from IESA/IHSA.

Dr. Laura O’Donnell, Superintendent
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What about Lockers?
We are working on a plan in which we would stagger locker 
visits so that students would at least be able to visit their 
locker a few times during the day.  We are not certain this 
can work but are trying to figure out a viable (and safe) 
solution for our students. We may delay locker assignments
until later in the fall when lockers are needed for coats, etc. More info will be coming!

After School Care  - Y-Pals 
Details

The YMCA’s  daily fee for members will be 
$13 and non-members will be $18.  Weekly 
rates are $60 for members and $85 for 
non-members. They will provide after 
school care from 1:30 - 5:30 p.m. in each 
elementary building.  

Payments are run on the 1st and the 15th of 
each month for the previous two weeks of 
attendance. Families will only pay for when 
their child(ren) attend YPALS; no payment 
will be applied to the days your child(ren) is 
not at YPALS.  Visit 
https://www.bnymca.org/main/olympia-el
ementary-schools/ for registration 
information.

Communication Around COVID Positive Students / Staff
 

If a staff member or student tests positive for COVID, we cannot release the 
name of the individual due to HIPAA restrictions.  If there is a positive case, 
parents from that building will be notified.   Health clerks / nurses will be in 
contact with those student’s families that have been in close contact with the 
positive student or staff member.  With the guidance of the McLean County 
Health Department, we will navigate these situations.  Testing will  be required 
for those that were in close contact with the COVID positive person.  IDPH is 
working on a decision making tree that would be available to schools and the 
public to help in making decisions if/when a positive COVID case arises.  

https://www.bnymca.org/main/olympia-elementary-schools/
https://www.bnymca.org/main/olympia-elementary-schools/


Online Learning - Additional Details 
Edmentum presented an online overview of their curriculum at 2:00 p.m. on Tuesday, July 21st.   The presentation was recorded 
and can be found linked here:  Edmentum Webinar Recording. We have also created an online learning FAQ  - click here to see 
the online learning FAQ. 

Some additional points to consider regarding the online learning option. 
❏ The curriculum is aligned to the Illinois Learning Standards.  However, the activities that are happening inside our 

classrooms will not be exactly the same as what the online learning students will be exposed to.  The end result 
should be the same - exposure to the same grade level skills but the activities are completely separate and not 
aligned. 

❏ If a student transitions back to traditional instruction after working in the online platform,  the transition may not be 
seamless.  We will work with students that choose to transition back mid-year (January) to make their transition as 
seamless as possible.  With learning progressions in Math and English Language Arts, the foundational skills should 
be sequenced in the same manner but we want parents to be aware of this. 

❏ Online learning students will be issued a district Ipad (K-2) or Chromebook (3rd - 12th) to use to complete their 
coursework. 

❏ Students with an individualized educational plans, will be required to have an IEP meeting (with parents) to ensure 
the placement is the best option for the student and to ensure the district meets all requirements with regards to 
student supports detailed in the IEP. 

The deadline to commit to online learning by August 3rd.  If you are ready to commit to online learning, please click here.

New Universal Screener Assessment 
Coming!

We have utilized the STAR Assessment 
over the last few years as our universal 
screener.  Our K-12 instructional committee 
determined they would like to utilize a more 
rigorous assessment that provides more 
detailed information about each student’s 
skill level so teachers can plan 
appropriately.  

The committee selected the NWEA Map 
Assessment. We will be screening all K - 8 
students with this assessment within the 
first month of the school year.  This data will 
be shared with parents.  We will share more 
information as we get closer to school but if 
you are interested in learning more
about this assessment now, please click on 
the link.   Family MAP Guide

Pre K and ECE Programs for 2020-2021

Due to the shortened day for all of our students, Pre K / ECE students will also 
have a shorter day.  The morning session of PreK will run from 8:00 - 10:15 a.m. 
and the afternoon session will run from 11:15 - 1:30 p.m.  The programs will only 
be filled to 50% capacity (about 10 students in each room).  This will allow us to 
include developmentally appropriate, play-based instruction while still 
adhering to the COVID protocols and guidelines. Teachers are working to 
create individual kits for students, and to create schedules that would result in 
kids being assigned to specific centers to avoid too many choosing the same 
center at the same time.  There are many elements of a PreK classroom that 
can be maintained and still fit within the 
COVID guidelines. 

We are encouraging parents of Pre K 
students to begin practicing wearing
masks at home  so kids have some 
comfort level with them by the time 
we start school.  The first day for PreK 
will be Monday, August 24, 2020.  

More Mask Information 
Elementary parents have voiced concern over their children losing their masks when
they are removed for lunch or when they are outside and social distanced.  We have 
purchased a mask lanyard (similar to the one shown) for all elementary students. We
are hopeful that this will help them to keep track of their own masks throughout the
day.  We are also encouraging parents to put their child’s initials inside their mask
just in case they do get separated from the child.  

https://edmentum.zoom.us/rec/share/6eF3CY_o_WRJcqfKxGftHbYNEpnoX6a8h3RP-_AMnRxk7U7-LfPimLzV2GKitM0j
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1xA8jSAY0cdhgxwIHWzvbFXNG5L-_80hJuvr77IB9EHM/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfFduO4xuu_ExnmkZPz63hxSITVaKMsSgCfgQKsYQCUKEHQKQ/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://drive.google.com/file/d/117yBV0p3o9NqjqtvCdn9Hmcj4HmE1asX/view?usp=sharing

