
Dear Parents and Families, 
 
I hope that you are all doing well.  
 
Since my last letter, we have been working to establish protocols and procedures with regards to the 
opening of school.  I will continue to try and update you periodically on our progress.  I know that you 
may have questions about how school will look and we will try and get that information to you as we 
finalize plans.  This letter doesn’t have a lot of new details about the beginning of school, but I think 
it’s important to keep you informed on how we are trying to address the many questions and I want 
to give you an idea of what we are doing to make these important decisions. 
 
Since late June we have held many administrative meetings.  We have also held meetings with 
various groups in order to try to understand what questions would need addressed across our 
district.  We will continue to meet as needed with these groups. 
 
We have met with custodial staff, transportation and bus drivers, food service, our music teachers, 
and teachers from each building.  These have been important meetings for us to understand the 
obstacles and questions from different vantage points in the district.  These meetings have led us to 
order portable hand sanitizing stations and touchless dispensers, additional spray bottles for hand 
sanitizer or disinfectant use at the classroom level, and infrared thermometers for all of our buildings.  
We are trying to secure touchless water bottle fillers for our drinking fountains as we will be locking 
the regular fountains.  These meetings have also helped us focus on examining normal procedures 
that we will need to adjust in order to help us meet safety guidelines.  Some of these include how 
food is served, common areas for students, traffic flow within the buildings, safety procedures on 
busses, how to social distance larger groups, etc. 
 
During our planning, we have and will continue to seek guidance and advice from a number of 
entities in the state and our local area to help us make plans to open safely and effectively. We have 
talked and collaborated with other schools in ESU 6 and around the state as well as attended 
numerous webinars with the Nebraska Department of Education and the Governor’s office.  We have 
received frameworks about safety and instruction from Nebraska Association of School Boards and 
Nebraska Rural Community Schools Association. We are following NSAA guidelines for activities and 
have been able to work with our Public Health Solutions health district.    
 
We have begun working with an advisory group from Fillmore County Hospital.  This has already 
proven to be a great partnership as they have been able to answer questions, give advice, and act as 
a sounding board to some of our ideas for addressing the safety of our students and staff.  As we 
move forward, they will also help us judge risk levels in our community.  
 
We hope to have a zoom webinar in the next couple of weeks with more information.  We’ll notify 
you when we get something scheduled. 
 
Thank you  
 
Josh Cumpston 


