
 

Dear Marauder Families, 

I know that the past few months have been challenging for many families and there are still 
many uncertainties, but I did want to get a brief communication out to let you know where we 
currently stand with our planning. 

As I am sure you are aware, the State of Michigan released its’ “Roadmap” for a safe return to 
school.  The Roadmap essentially calls for all school districts to develop three plans for three 
different scenarios as outlined below.  Please be assured that Ovid-Elsie Area Schools will be 
ready to service and educate your child(ren) regardless of what phase our region is in.  In 
conjunction with our one-to-one technology initiative, our staff is currently going through 
rigorous training to be better prepared for whatever the future may bring.  Additionally, our 
District has been in the business of online education for nearly a decade, so whether we are 
face-to-face, hybrid, or remote – we will be ready!  Please understand that our remote or online 
learning will look different than it did this spring due to the fact that we will be presenting our 
students with new information as we deliver the appropriate curriculum.  We will present a more 
vibrant, engaging and robust (remote or online) learning experience for our students. 

The Roadmap, in its entirety may be found at:  
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.
pdf. 

We are currently reviewing our staff and parent survey data so that we can use it to help guide us 
through our decision making process.  This is not something that we are taking lightly, and so, as 
we seek to communicate our plans, we want to be as accurate as possible before disseminating 
any concrete plans.  We intend to publish a DRAFT of our plan to the community on August 3rd 
in order to solicit additional feedback from our community prior to the Board of Education 
approving the plan on August 10th.  The District must have the plan approved and submitted to 
the Intermediate School District prior to August 15th. 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_Safe_Schools_Roadmap_FINAL_695392_7.pdf
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We anticipate that the Michigan High School Athletic Association (MHSAA) will publish firm 
plans within the next week or so as Fall Sports are intended to begin the week of August 10th.  In 
their last communication, the MHSAA is planning on Fall Sports starting up as usual. 

Here are the three scenarios that we are required to plan for: 

    

State of 
Michigan 

Phase 

Scenario Description 

Phase 5 Face-to-Face 

  

Option of 100% Online 

·         Students will receive daily, face-to-face 
instruction at school by certified and highly qualified 
teaching staff 

·         Required safety protocols and health practices 
will be implemented as outlined in the Return to 
School Roadmap 

·         Transportation to and from school will be 
provided along with required protocols and health 
practices 



 

Phase 4 Hybrid 

·         Socially Distanced 

·         K-5 face-to-face or 
Remote Learning along 
with 6-12 Hybrid 

Option of 100% Online 

·         Students will receive instruction utilizing a 
combination of face-to-face and virtual learning 
provided by certified and highly qualified teaching 
staff 

·         Required safety protocols and health practices 
will be implemented as outlined in the Return to 
School Roadmap 

·         Transportation to and from school will be 
provided along with required protocols and health 
practices 

Phases 1-3 Remote ·         Students will receive instruction remotely by 
certified and highly qualified teaching staff 

Regardless of what phase we are in Ovid-Elsie Area Schools is prepared to meet your individual 
needs.  For example, if we are in Phase 4 or 5 and you still wish to have your child(ren) continue 
with remote learning, we can offer you this service.  Additionally, if you are struggling with 
Internet connectivity, the District is working on solutions for this as well. 

Please keep in mind that while enrolled in any capacity with Ovid-Elsie Area Schools, all 
students are eligible for our one-to-one technology initiative and extra-curricular activities such 
as athletics, band, FFA, and many others. 

Again, we know that these are uncertain times and that things could change at any given moment 
– this is what we have as of now.  We will continue to listen to feedback and utilize guidance 
from the State to help direct our planning but I want to assure you that we want a safe return for 



 
all stakeholders – staff, students and parents – and of course, we want our students back in 
school! 

Yours in education,  

Dr. Ryan L. Cunningham, Superintendent, Ovid-Elsie Area Schools 


