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Bryan County Schools e-Learning Choice  
Bryan County Schools created the e-Learning Choice for students and parents who are uncomfortable with 
being in school because of the COVID-19 pandemic.    
 
 
Q: Why is it important that we register so quickly for e-Learning and some of our specific questions 
about course offerings can’t be answered prior to registration? 

 
A: We believe offering choice to our parents is important, but please understand it is not a simple 

process.  Bryan County Schools had an added challenge created by the pandemic when the state im-
posed a 6 million dollar reduction in funding for the 2020-2021 school year.  Not only did we eliminate 
thirty positions to help meet this challenge, we determined that our e-Learning choice option must re-
main revenue neutral.   

Many do not realize that the numbers and needs of students who enroll in the e-Learning environment 
will determine the number and types of teachers that will need to be moved from their school buildings.     

 Hypothetically, if we have 1,500 students sign up for e-Learning and we average 25 students per e-
Learning teacher, we will need to remove sixty teachers from their current schools and transfer them to 
the virtual teaching environment.  Determining which sixty teachers to move will require a formal human 
resources process that will impact each school differently, since the decision is driven by the number 
and needs of the students that register from each site.  Furthermore, we may not be able to transfer a 
teacher who specializes in a specific area due to a limited number of registrants that have that particular 
need.  In a situation like this, we would assess how we might be able to support that/those student(s) in 
a different way.   

 The process does not end there, however.  Once we transfer teachers from their schools into the virtual 
environment, principals at each school must then revise all student schedules to account for the loss in 
teachers.  This process will take time and have an impact on every student who chooses face-to-face 
instruction.  As an example, if one school has 200 students register for e-Learning, this could require 
eight teachers from that school for the virtual environment.  After those teachers have been chosen to 
align with the grade level and certification requirements of the e-Learning students, the principal must 
then rework all student schedules based on the remaining staff at their school.   

 These examples only touch the surface of the different scenarios that might be presented.  Nonetheless, 
I reiterate that we believe that offering a choice is vital.  Though extremely challenging, we have worked 
hard to develop a plan that best supports our student population of almost 10,000, as well as our staff of 
over 1,400.  Even though we wish we could, it is not reasonable to believe that we will be able to meet 
every parent’s individual expectation. 

 Bryan County Schools could have taken the easy route by only offering virtual learning, but we didn’t feel 
that was best for our students.  For this reason, we ask for your patience, understanding, and partner-
ship as we try to take an unprecedented situation and provide quality options for our students. 
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Elementary school 
 
Q: Will there be advanced content classes?  

 
A: Teachers will continue to differentiate instruction as is the practice in the traditional school set-

ting to meet advanced content, gifted, and EIP needs. Delivery models vary by grade level and school 
site, so the model used may differ. Parents can expect that services will be provided in a different man-
ner than a traditional school setting.  

 
 

Q: Will parent teacher conferences still be offered to e-learning students? 
 
A: Yes. We will continue to communicate effectively with all stakeholders. 

 
 

Q: Will e-learning students still do state/local testing?  
 
A: Yes. They will have the same testing requirements as traditional school students. 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle school 
 

Q: Will BCS offer gifted services? 
 
A: Yes. We will offer some form of gifted services. The model will be driven by student numbers and 

needs. Some upper level courses may be provided by on-line software. 
 

 
 

 
Q: Will e-learning students still do state/local testing?  
 
A: Yes. They will have the same testing requirements as traditional school students.  
 

 
 

Q: What is the expected class size for face-to-face instruction? 
 
A: Because we will be allocating teachers for e-Learning as well as face-to-face, class sizes likely will 

be similar to those of recent years. 
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High school 
 
Q: Will students who register for e-Learning who are scheduled for AP classes be able to take their AP 
classes? 
 
A: Yes. AP classes will be offered through a Bryan County Schools teacher or other virtual option. 
 
 
Q: Will honors courses be offered? 
 
A: Yes. The model will be driven by student numbers and needs. Some upper level courses may be 

provided by online software or Bryan County Schools teacher. 
 

 
Q: Will Work Based Learning still be an option for e-Learning students?  
 
A: Yes. Students enrolled in e-Learning will be allowed to participate in WBL.  

 
 

Q: Will students be able to take all the courses needed to graduate? 
 

A: Yes. Counselors and administrators will work with students so that their schedules reflect cred-
its needed for graduation. 

 
 
Q: If a student chooses e-Learning and has CTAE electives, will they be given other e-Learning choice? 
 
A: Yes.  Availability of CTAE courses and other electives will be dependent upon student numbers 

and needs.  Some CTAE courses and other electives are available through the online software program 
that will be used; in those cases, students would be able to have the CTAE elective courses through e-
Learning. If a CTAE course is not available through e-Learning, the school counselors/administrators will 
work with students to make appropriate schedule changes. 
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Extracurricular 
 
Q: Will e-Learning students be allowed to participate in extracurricular activities? 
 
A: Students who choose to register for e-Learning for fall semester are not eligible to participate in ex-

tracurricular activities. 
 
  Students physically attending schools will operate under enhanced safety and security measures. We 

believe our mitigating efforts of staff masks, student masks, cleaning, and social distancing when practi-
cal creates a controlled environment that transitions to a controlled extracurricular environment. Because 
e-Learning students are not subject to this level of control, it is in the best interest of all our students to 
not allow e-Learning students to participate in these activities.  

 The e-Learning option was created to provide a choice to students whose parents are fearful of the tradi-
tional face-to-face setting. The sole intent of the program is to impart instruction in a remote setting for 
individuals with safety concerns. While our teams are currently practicing under Georgia High School 
Association guidelines, at the point teams move to actual competitions, mitigating safety measures will 
be at a minimal. Athletes will be in an unrestricted setting and in close contact with others resulting in an 
increased chance of contracting COVID-19. To choose e-Learning out of caution and then ask for partici-
pation in extracurricular activities is counterintuitive.  

 While the District recognizes the impact athletics and extracurricular activities has on the overall educa-
tional experience of our students, the offering of these activities is not required and decisions have to be 
made based on logic and what is best for the system as a whole. The Georgia High School Association 
affirms this mindset as evidenced by its stance of local authority and control with regards to decision 
making.   

 Unfortunately, participation in e-Learning does not reduce the numbers of students in classrooms. Bryan 
County Schools understands the importance of providing direct and interactive instruction to our distance 
learning students; therefore, the District will have to re-assign staff from schools to teach our remote 
learners.  
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Face-to-Face Reopening Questions 

Q: What qualifies as a mask? 
 
A:  Neck gaiters  

Handkerchiefs 
Clear plastic face shields 
Bandanas  
Cloth Masks (preferably two layer) 
Surgical Face Mask  
N95 Respirator  

 
 

 
Q: If a student signs up for e-Learning, can he/she change his/her mind before the courses begin? 

 
A: Yes. We will have a verification process where students/parents have to reaffirm their commitment to e-

Learning choice.  This will be the final opportunity to opt out. 
 

 
 
Q: Will new students to Bryan County Schools be able to register for e-Learning? 
 
A: Yes. We will allow new students the opportunity to register for e-Learning. 

 
 

 
Q: If a student/staff tests positive in the classroom, will that entire class be required to quarantine 
for 14 days? 
 
A: No. Classes will be notified that a person who tested positive for COVID was in their class. Parents can 
make a decision on what to do with their child and the Department of Public Health is responsible for con-
tact tracing. 
 
 
 
Q: If parents opt in for face to face, but then become uncomfortable will they have the  
opportunity to go to e-Learning prior to January? 

 
A: No. Students may enroll in e-Learning at the end of first semester. 
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Face-to-Face Reopening Questions (con’t.) 
 
 
Q: What is the expected class size for face-to-face instruction? 

 
A: Because we will be allocating teachers for e-Learning as well as face-to-face, class sizes likely will 

be similar to those of recent years. 

Q: Am I required to get a doctor ’s note for an excused absence? 
 
A:  No. Due to COVID-19, we will be accepting parent notes for excused absences. 
 
 

 
Q: Can Dual Enrollment students participate in extracurricular activities?  
 
A: Dual enrollment students have always been allowed to participate in extracurricular activities - 

this will not change.   
 
 


