
 

June 17, 2020  

Dear Kelso Community, 

Thank you for your flexibility as we work to provide quality education to the best of our collective abilities 

during the COVID-19 school closure. I know the situation has been challenging and I am thankful for your 

resourcefulness, dedication, and care for our Kelso learners. 

The much-anticipated guidelines for return to school in the fall were released by the Office of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction (OSPI) last Thursday. These recommendations were developed in 

close collaboration with the state Department of Health and Governor Inslee’s office.  The OSPI guidance 

also instructs districts to promote social distancing, screen for illness, wear face coverings or face shields, 

and promote good hygiene practices in order to limit the spread of the virus, along with the cancelling or 

modifying activities that call for large group gatherings. You can view the full guidance issued by OSPI 

here.  

Kelso School District’s Re-Opening Task Force has been working hard to develop a draft Roadmap For Re-

Opening.   Based on  OSPI’s Guide, our hope is to re-open this fall in a K-12 face-to-face full operation 

with stricter cleaning and safety protocols, social distancing to the extent feasible, and cloth 

masks/shields.  The opportunity to weigh in on the school re-opening conversation will be available for 

staff, students, and families through a Thoughtexchange survey beginning on June 18, 2020.   

Key information from the OSPI Re-Opening Work Group includes: 

• Chris Reykdal (OSPI State Superintendent of Public Instruction) states in his opening letter “To be 

very clear, it is my expectation that schools will open this fall for in-person instruction.”  (Counties 

in Phases 1 or modified Phase 1 of the Plan must receive approval to re-open from their local 

health authority.) 

• Wearing cloth face coverings is required for staff and students (some exceptions apply) 

• Practice physical distancing (6 feet) within each group of students to the extent feasible 

• Fall sports – not included in this guidance (it will come at a later date) 

Please know that our number one priority is always the health and safety of our students and staff. This 

priority will be at the heart of every decision we make. This is uncharted territory and there will be some 

elements of the plan that will need to be worked out along the way. We appreciate your patience as we 

navigate this process and promise to stay in close communication with you moving forward. 

I hope you are staying safe and healthy and we will be in touch soon with more information, 

Onward, 

Mary Beth Tack, Superintendent 

marybeth.tack@kelsosd.org 

https://www.k12.wa.us/sites/default/files/public/workgroups/Reopening%20Washington%20Schools%202020%20Planning%20Guide.pdf

