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Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  June 22, 2020 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:05 p.m.  He welcomed all 
present to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. 
Jeremy Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
remotely. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn 
Quinley.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Keefe, seconded by Hennesy, to move 9.B.7., Insurance Bid, to the consent agenda. 
Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.   

 
Motion was made by Keefe, seconded by Larson, to move 9.B.12., Vacation Time Rollover Timeline, to the 
consent agenda. Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0. Motion carried.  
  
Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Giles, seconded by Hennesy to approve the agenda as 
modified. Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0. Motion carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda Items 

President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any additional changes to the consent agenda.   
 Minutes for the May 4, 2020 Re-organizational Meeting - Open Session 
 Minutes for the May 18, 2020 Special Meeting – Open Session 
 Minutes for the May 18, 2020 Regular Meeting – Closed Session 
 Minutes for the May 18, 2020 Regular Meeting – Open Session 
 Bills 
 Treasurer’s Report 
 Personnel changes 
 Closed Minutes 
 Insurance Bid 
 Vacation Time Rollover Timeline 

 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, to approve the consent agenda as amended.  Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 4-3.  Motion carried.  
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6. Donations  
Dr. Lindsey Hall read the donation list: 
 

Name of Donor Donation To Description Value
Lisa Powell Lincoln Trail Cash for Give Me 5 Backpack Program $75.00
Anonymous Junior High Cash for athletic program $1,000.00
First State Bank of Forrest High School Cash for Mom’s Pantry $1,500.00
Anonymous High School Cash for Mom’s Pantry $500.00
Katherine Williams District Cash for masks $100.00
Total   $3,175.00

 

 
Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the Donation List as presented.  Motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 

7. Communications from PTO, MSEA, Foundation, Visitors and Board Commendations 
PTO: none 
MSEA: none 
Foundation:  
Visitors: Bob Knight, Jessica Staire, and Nikki Gallier shared comments via email about the proposed 
anti-racism resolution.  
Lara Hansfield, Lydia Coulson, and Elizabeth Sotiropolous spoke to the Board about the proposed anti-
racism resolution.  
Jordan Tietz spoke to the Board about racism in schools. 
Meg Tucker spoke to the Board about the District Diversity Plan of Action and the anti-racism resolution. 
Nate Lundstrom, Brooke Sellers, and Layne Brock spoke to the Board about Black Lives Matter.   
  

8. Reports, Updates & Informational Board Communication   
Mr. Ken Keefe thanked all alumni and community members who spoke and he expressed concerns 
regarding the recent events and instances of racial discrimination and violence in our nation. He encouraged 
the community to stop arguing, to listen, hear, learn, believe, empathize and take action against systemic 
racism.    
Dr. Colleen Schultz shared that she wonders how to make a difference in the world, but she knows that we 
can make a difference in our own community.  She says school board members have taken a vow to ensure 
that all students have an opportunity to attain their maximum potential.  She said that there are many things 
that the district is doing well, but part of that is acknowledging where you can do better.  She wants every 
student to be able to say that their experience was top notch and it is the Board’s responsibility to do the 
work to ensure this happens especially for those who feel marginalized. 
Mrs. Meghan Hennesy thanked those who sent a message, or who spoke at the meeting.  She appreciates 
the bravery and the stories shared and she said she hurts for those who have experienced this pain and 
trauma.  She will continue to stand by them and fight for them because this is how we move forward as a 
community and how we grow.     
Merle Giles applaud the opportunity that the schools have to engage with communities and families. He 
shared that he grew up with two bi-racial sisters and he suspects and has observed that the response to others 
is driven by family values. He encouraged the Board to look at how to engage with families. 
Dr. Jeremy Henrichs thanked everyone who spoke. He shared that he believes that families have a 
responsibility to provide a moral backbone for students. The schools need to do their primary responsibility 
of educating the children, and doing what is needed to close the academic achievement gap.  He said he 
believes the most inclusive statement that we can make as a district and as a community is to love your 
neighbor as yourself.   
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Mrs. Lori Larson said she appreciates everyone who spoke tonight.  She agrees that we need to love our 
neighbor, that we can do better, and we can lead by example. She encouraged the Board to look at all areas 
to make a plan and move forward.  She also mentioned that she appreciates all of the progress on the 
Fieldhouse and the stairs on the side of Lincoln Trail.   
President Max McComb thanked everyone who spoke tonight. He said we often focus on what we do well, 
and we do many things well, but we are not perfect and there are things that need attention and things to 
work on.  He believes the Board, administrators, and staff are all committed to working on these things.     
  
Financial Update  
Heather Smith, Chief School Business Official, gave a financial report to the Board. All funds expected to 
be received by the end of the fiscal year are on track to be received with the exception on some property tax 
money that has yet to be received from Champaign County. Ms. Smith shared the budget timeline and the 
process she uses to prepare the preliminary budget and what the next steps are. The Board asked several 
follow up questions including whether tax anticipation warrants are needed.  Ms. Smith indicated that she 
does not think this will be needed.  The Board asked for a copy of last year’s decentralized budget.  Ms. 
Smith agreed to send this to the Board. 
 
Superintendent’s Report    
Dr. Lindsey Hall thanked everyone who spoke tonight and acknowledged the bravery and the hurt that 
people are feeling.  She thanked the larger crowd that was outside of the meeting tonight. The Board asked 
Dr. Hall if there was any on-campus education happening right now. Dr. Hall reported that Behind the 
Wheel is the only class happening on campus right now.  All other summer school classes are being held 
virtually.    
 

9. Regular Business 
9. A. Unfinished Business 
9.A.1. Strategic Plan Options 
Max McComb indicated that there is nothing new to report about services the IASB can provide with regard 
to strategic plan options.  IASB has been contacted, and we are waiting to hear back from them.  He said 
that from past experience, we know it will cost about $2,000. Board consensus was to leave the item under 
unfinished business and be back in touch once we hear back from IASB. 
 
9. B.  New Business  
9.B.1 Introduction of Ted Martin  
Dr. Hall welcomed Ted Martin as the new Assistant Principal at Lincoln Trail.  Mr. Martin said he is excited 
to serve the students and families in the community.  He thanked the Board for the opportunity.   
 
9.B.2. District Diversity Plan 
Dr. Rummel gave the Board a review of the District’s plans for diversity, equity, and inclusion. She 
provided a review of past activities that the District has engaged in since 2015, which have been focused on 
building relationships and social emotional learning.  She gave an overview of curriculum and activities 
taking place in the classroom and in the different buildings. She reviewed the plan for the 2020-2021 school 
year.  Town Hall sessions, led by social workers from the University of Illinois, that were postponed 
because of COVID-19 have been rescheduled for later this year.  After the Town Halls, she indicated that a 
district and community wide diversity team will be formed. The Board asked several follow up questions.   
 
9.B.3. Mahomet-Seymour Anti-Racism Resolution 
The Board discussed the proposed anti-racism resolution noting that some of the work is already being 
done, and acknowledged that there is still work to be done with policy, procedures, and implementation.  Dr. 
Hall encouraged the Board to look at Board policies 6:10, 3:10, and 1:30 and consider updating them to 
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reflect diversity and inclusion.  The Board will plan to discuss the ideas contained in the resolution and the 
policies that Dr. Hall mentioned at the August study session.       
 
9.B.4. Overnight Trip Procedure 
Dr. Lindsey Hall reviewed the proposed overnight trip procedures.  The Board asked several follow up 
questions.  Dr. Hall will add a requirement for same gender chaperones to the procedure.  Since it is an 
administrative procedure, it does not need approval by the Board and can be implemented now.  Policy 
Committee will consider adding chaperone requirements to 6:240 Field Trips and any other Board policies 
that might be impacted at a future meeting of the committee.   

 
9.B.5. IHSA Return to Play 
Mr. Matt Hensley provided a report to the Board regarding the IHSA Return to Play guidelines.  He 
indicated that currently, Boys and Girls Basketball and Football are practicing according to the guidelines as 
suggested by the IHSA.  If the state transitions to Phase 4, there is a draft of a Phase 2 plan for IHSA. It has 
not yet been approved by IDPH, but Mr. Hensley indicated he is working to correlate all the guidelines. The 
Board asked several follow up questions including what the plans are if there is an outbreak among the 
student body.  Mr. Hensley indicated that plans will be adapted including the possibility of suspending 
training and practices.  Clarification is needed and there will be conversations among conference athletic 
directors on how to build fall schedules around the guidelines. The situation is fluid and changes will be 
made as needed to keep students, staff, and the community safe.  
 
9.B.6. CARES Funds 
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared that the District will be receiving $275,000 in COVID relief funds.  Heather Smith 
will be submitting a budget by June 30 that reflects how the District envisions using the funds to provide 
instructional equity for students across the District.  Tracy Beecher, Technology Coordinator at Sangamon 
and Middletown Prairie for 7 years and first grade teacher, shared what MPE currently has for technology 
devices. Currently, MPE does not have enough devices to offer online learning for all students. She 
reviewed the plans for moving to a 1 to 1 environment for students during COVID, and the transition to a 1 
to 1 environment upon the return to traditional school.   She reviewed device necessities by grade level for 
K-2.  Jared Lynn shared that the plan is to purchase touchscreen tablet for kindergarten and a uniform 
Chromebook for 1st and 2nd graders.   
 
Heather Smith gave the Board an overview of the budget that will be submitted for the $275,242 that the 
District will receive in CARES funds.  She explained that 500 Chromebooks that were already planned and 
approved to be purchased will now be paid for with CARES funds ($139,500), 250 tablets will be purchased 
for Kindergarten ($82,250), 188 Chromebooks will be purchased for 1st Grade ($47,000), and stipends will 
be paid to members of the Re-Opening Task Force ($6,492). 62 additional Chromebooks will be purchased 
with Title 1 funds for 1st grade.  Some of the Chromebooks already at MPE and the ones turned in from 8th 
and 12th grades will be used for 2nd grade.  Dr. Hall shared that the overarching reason for using the money 
in this way is to prepare for the possibility of a combination of on-campus and off-campus learning in the 
fall.  The Board asked several follow up questions including whether the Board would vote on the proposed 
use of funds at the next meeting, and if the Board should vote because the plan represents a change in the 
way education is provided at MPE.  Dr. Hall explained that the CARES funds are very similar to grant funds 
like IDEA and Title I and a vote is not required.  Dr. Rummel further explained that all of the things that 
were highlighted are the same things that are already happening at MPE.  So, the purchases do not reflect a 
change in how education is provided at MPE, but instead provide flexibility by bringing in more devices so 
that the technology is more readily available.         

 
9.B.7. IGA with Village of Mahomet 
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Dr. Hall gave the Board an overview of the intergovernmental agreement being proposed between the 
District and the Village of Mahomet. It covers the use of the Field House along with some other shared 
facilities and formalizes practices that have been occurring for many years.  The agreement was also 
requested by Senator Chapin Rose as part of the grant received from the State of Illinois to be used for 
renovations to the Field House.  The Board asked several follow up questions including whether a shorter 
term could be considered.  Several Board members indicated that they were comfortable with the five year 
agreement. There was a question about required minimal general liability insurance needs, and President 
McComb will check with Heather Smith about the level of liability insurance carried by the District.  
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, to approve the Intergovernmental Agreement for 
Fieldhouse Usage between the Village of Mahomet and Mahomet-Seymour CUSD #3 as presented.  Motion 
was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
9.B.8. Guidance from Attorneys 
President Max McComb reviewed the recommendation from attorneys for historical information requested 
by the Board to be provided to the Board in binders to be kept in the District Office. This recommendation 
is different from what a majority of the Board initially voted for back at the January Board meeting.   
President McComb recommended approving a motion to approve the recommendation from the attorneys.    
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, to approve the motion to follow our attorneys’ 
recommendation to maintain and keep the binders of correspondence in the District Office.  
 
Mrs. Hennesy stated that she believes this is a specious argument and feels that it is more about making it 
difficult to get the information than it is about confidentiality.   
 
Motion was made by Hennesy, seconded by Keefe, to amend the motion to also include that the board 
directs its attorneys to cc the board on all written communication sent to or on behalf of the district to any 
employee, parent, community member or other council from today forward.  In addition, any verbal 
conversation between the board’s attorneys, staff members, parents, community members or other council 
shall be provided to the board by the attorney in written detail within 24 hours of said conversation.  
 
The Board discussed whether or not the Board is entitled to all confidential information with some 
indicating that there are things the Board is not entitled to, such as information about individual students that 
the board does not have an educational interest in, and others indicating that the Board has a right to know 
about any information sent to the Board’s attorneys and received from the Board’s attorneys because the 
Board is the client of the attorneys.  There was no consensus reached by the Board about the issue.  
  
Motion was made by Schultz, seconded by Keefe, to table the whole motion until the Board can check with 
the attorneys about applicable laws and bring the attorneys in for a discussion with the Board. Motion was 
approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
 
9.B.9.COVID-19 Update/Reopening Task Force Update/IASB Guidelines 
Dr. Lindsey Hall shared that the District is still waiting for guidelines to be released from ISBE, and that 
until that is received, it is difficult to finalize any plans.  She said it is fair to expect some sort of modified 
plan.  She asked Dr. Nicole Rummel to give a brief update about a jumpstart program that will be conducted 
for students prior to the start of school.  Dr. Rummel gave the Board an overview of the program and 
explained that High School Assistant Principal Pat Bailey recognized a need for credit recovery for some 
students before fall courses begin.  There was interest from other building principals as well.  Transportation 
will be provided.  The program will take place the last week of July and the first week of August.  Students 
and teachers will practice social distancing and wear masks.  Dr. Rummel indicated that Title IV dollars 
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have been transferred to the Title I account and the program will be paid for with Title I dollars.  The Board 
thanked Dr. Rummel for the work put into the program.  
 
The Board asked Dr. Hall to provide a brief overview of some of the options that might be offered in the 
fall.  Dr. Hall said that the Reopening Task Force has been attempting to figure out what the ISBE 
guidelines might potentially be.  The team has been making plans based on the thinking that social 
distancing will probably be part of the plan.  She indicated that it is unknown whether masks will be 
recommended or required, and that we don’t know how many students will be allowed on a school bus.  The 
task force has been working to get students into smaller groups.  She noted that she is reluctant to put out 
specifics because the plans are not finalized and guidance has not been received by the Illinois State Board 
of Education. Looking at less time in-person in schools and some time doing synchronous learning on 
devices while some are attending in-person.  It is a complex type of problem to solve.  The Board discussed 
whether or not schools will have to follow ISBE or the governor’s recommendation or will school districts 
have local control.  Dr. Hall thinks that in the purest sense, they are recommendations, but if we were to 
deviate too much, she would recommend checking with the insurance company about coverage.  The Board 
discussed some data that shows that the infection/fatality risk for younger age groups is very low and that it 
might be most beneficial for students to be in school every day, all day long, especially the K-5 students.  It 
was noted that students are not the only ones in school buildings all day.  Teachers and staff need to be 
considered as well. Mention was made that the over 50 age group can be protected and the District can make 
exceptions for those staff members. Finally, it was requested that some sort of fully remote option be 
considered for those families who want to completely disconnect during the pandemic.     
 
Board consensus was not to discuss the IASB Guidance for School Boards at the meeting due to the lateness 
of the hour.  

 
9.B.10. Function of the Board of Education 
President McComb ask Mrs. Dani Tietz to summarize her concerns about the function of the board since it 
was at her request that this item was added to the agenda.  Mrs. Tietz shared that she listens to multiple 
boards and she believes that other Boards discuss things in detail in a way that our Board does not. Her 
opinion as a taxpayer and a parent is that there should be some discussion about these things with the 
community because it is an essential part of what we do as a society and how we organize our life together.           

 
10. Communication from Visitors 

There was no additional public comment. 
 
11. Closed Session 

McComb stated it was necessary to go into Closed Session for the purpose of: 1) Litigation, when an action 
against, affecting or on behalf of the particular public body has been filed and is pending before a court or 
administrative tribunal, or when the public body finds that an action is probable or imminent, in which case 
the basis for the finding shall be recorded and entered into the minutes of the closed meeting.  2) The 
appointment, employment, compensation, discipline, performance, or dismissal of specific employees, 
specific individuals who serve as independent contractors in a park, recreational, or educational setting, or 
specific volunteers of the public body or legal counsel for the public body, including hearing testimony on a 
complaint lodged against an employee, a specific individual who serves as an independent contractor in a 
park, recreational, or educational setting, or a volunteer of the public body or against legal counsel for the 
public body to determine its validity. However, a meeting to consider an increase in compensation to a 
specific employee of a public body that is subject to the Local Government Wage Increase Transparency Act 
may not be closed and shall be open to the public and posted and held in accordance with this Act.  
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Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Giles, at 11:11 p.m. to go into closed session for the purposes 
stated by McComb.  The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried.   
 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, at 11:42 p.m., to return to open session.  The motion 
carried.  

  
12. Adjournment 

With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 11:44 p.m. by “yes” vote, 
7-0.  

 
 

 
 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
  
 
 
 


