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   Mahomet-Seymour 
COMMUNITY UNIT DISTRICT NO. 3 

Champaign County, Illinois 
Meeting of the Board of Education  

Regular Meeting 
 
Held in the Board Conference Room       Date:  June 8, 2020 
 
 
7:00 Regular Board Meeting 
1. Call to order 

The Regular Board Meeting was called to order by President Max McComb at 7:00 p.m.  He welcomed all 
present to the meeting. 
 

2. Roll Call 
Board members physically present for the roll call were Max McComb, Lori Larson, Merle Giles, and Dr. 
Jeremy Henrichs.  Board members Meghan Hennesy, Ken Keefe, and Dr. Colleen Schultz attended 
remotely. Also physically present were Superintendent, Dr. Lindsey Hall, and Board Recorder, Dawn 
Quinley.  
 

3. Pledge of Allegiance 
President McComb asked those in attendance to stand for the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
After the pledge, President McComb gave a statement regarding recent events in our country expressing 
sorrow and anger over the murder of George Floyd.  He indicated that the Board is here to listen, to learn 
and to ensure that the lives of our black students matter, and to ensure that all students are treated fairly, 
equitably and without bias.   
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
Motion was made by Larson, seconded by Henrichs, to approve the agenda as presented.  The motion 
passed. 

 
5. Consent Agenda Items 

President McComb asked the Board if they would like to see any changes to the consent agenda.   
   Bills 
 

Motion was made by Henrichs, seconded by Giles, to approve the consent agenda as presented.   
 
A question was asked if the Board intended to vote on the Fieldhouse projects before paying bills for the 
Fieldhouse projects.  The Board discussed whether or not the motions surrounding the vote for the 
Fieldhouse projects were handled properly.  Some members felt the Fieldhouse projects were properly 
approved at the February 18, 2020, regular meeting, and some felt they were not. No consensus was reached 
by the Board on the issue. The Board discussed the timing of approving the bills for payment at the special 
meeting and President McComb explained it was because the deadline was missed by the contractors for 
approval at the regular meeting in May, and waiting until the regular meeting in June is not acceptable to the 
contractors.     
 
President McComb called for a roll call vote.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion carried. 
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6. Public Comment  
Susan Jackson shared her concerns via email regarding the meeting agenda and systemic racist beliefs. 
Dani Tietz shared her concerns about the process to request that an item be added to a Board meeting 
agenda, her ongoing concern about the lack of a chaperone policy that she requested back in February, the 
lack of Board discussion about racial equity in Mahomet-Seymour schools, and concerns with the Board’s 
choice of agenda items in recent meetings.         

 
7. Approval of Bids for MSHS Projects 

Dr. Hall introduced architect, Damien Schlitt, from BLDD.  Mr. Schlitt reviewed the project timeline and 
the bids received. The Board discussed the bids and asked several follow up questions including asking for 
clarification of which portions of the projects can use Health/Life Safety funds and for clarification about 
whether sending the bids out in February vs June would have resulted in lower bids.  Mr. Schlitt indicated 
that he felt that there would not have been significant savings from putting them out in February, and that he 
believed this would have actually resulted in higher bids.  CSBO Heather Smith indicated that tort funds 
will be used for the security portion of the project, and the rest will be building funds which come from 
sales tax revenues received by the District. The Board discussed the idea of not approving the bids at the 
meeting and instead proceeding with a few projects under the threshold for going to bid.  The Board also 
discussed whether there might be expenses for the District in order to make the buildings ready for a return 
to school during the pandemic. The Board asked if the scopes could be separated for the vote.  Mr. Schlitt 
stated that this was not possible because of the way the bids were provided.               
 
Motion was made by Henrichs, and seconded by Larson, to accept the Base Bid by Johnco Construction in 
the amount of $372,800.00.  This recommendation is being made with the understanding that in the 
circumstance that ISBE does NOT approve the HLS amendments for the dust collection system, the district 
at that time could direct BLDD Architects to execute a change order deduction for that system (Scope 5) in 
the amount of $189,700 leaving a total contract amount with Johnco Construction of $183,100. No 
payments, or authorizations relative to work associated with Scope 5 will proceed in any way until explicitly 
directed by the Owner to do so. The motion was approved by “yes” vote, 4-3.  Members Henrichs, Larson, 
Giles, and McComb voted yes.  Members Hennesy and Keefe voted no.  Member Schultz voted no, but also 
indicated she would be in favor of the paint booth.  Motion carried. 

 
8. Authorization to File HLS Amendment 

An amendment is needed in order to use Heath/Life Safety funds for the MSHS projects.     
 
Motion was made by Giles, seconded by Larson, approve the authorization to direct BLDD Architects to 
file an HLS Amendment in the amount of $256,920.  Motion was approved by “yes” vote, 7-0.  Motion 
carried. 
 

9. COVID-19 Update 
Dr. Hall gave a brief update about the Reopening Task Force. She shared an organizational chart for the task 
force and reviewed what has been done so far by each subcommittee: Facilities, Health, Instructional, 
Support Services, Pre-K Subcommittee, and Transportation. A parent survey and two staff surveys have 
been completed.  Dr. Hall reviewed the tasks each subcommittee has been working on. The Board asked 
several follow up questions about the surveys and the reopening plans.  Dr. Hall shared that it was likely 
that the reopening plan would be a combination of in-person and distance learning in order to maintain 
appropriate social distancing and to follow guidelines.  A question was asked about whether a second survey 
could be sent to parents once plans are developed and details are available.  Dr. Hall indicated that this was 
a possibility.  Heather Smith has set up accounts to be able to track CARES funds and expenses related to 
COVID-19.  The Board discussed what the Board’s role is in the decisions that need to be made with regard 
to COVID and reopening, and Board consensus was that the Board should review the guidance document 
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received from the IASB and discuss at the next meeting.  Mrs. Quinley will send the Board the IASB 
Guidance for Boards Regarding Reopening Schools document and it will be on the next agenda for 
discussion.  Dr. Hall will send her presentation slides to parents. The IHSA Return to Play guidelines were 
also briefly discussed.  The Board will ask Mr. Hensley to provide an update to the Board regarding the 
IHSA Return to Play Guidelines at the next meeting.    
     

10. Request for Proposals for Community Engagement  
President McComb shared that two proposals were received regarding the Community Engagement 
initiative. One was from Four Point Education Partners ($57,200 plus approximately $12,500 in set up fees), 
and Unicom ($56,000).  The Board discussed the proposals, and whether or not the Board is ready for a 
formal program of community engagement.  A concern was expressed about a perceived lack of 
communication between the Board, District, and the community, and that this would be a barrier to true 
community engagement. The Board discussed the concern and some noted that when concerns come to the 
Board and Administration, time is needed to address issues and make changes.  The Board discussed the 
idea that community engagement is an ongoing effort and needs buy in from the community in order to be 
successful.  Heather Smith shared her experience with strategic plans and that feedback from stakeholders is 
part of the strategic planning process.  There was discussion that someone from outside the Board would be 
most beneficial to the process. Dr. Schultz reminded the Board the Mrs. Hennesy has experience with this 
sort of thing, but there was concern that having someone on the Board to organize the effort would be a 
conflict of interest.       
 
President McComb stated that the District is overdue to begin a new strategic plan. The cost of the proposals 
is problematic given the uncertain times because of the pandemic.  He suggested finding out what services 
the IASB can offer the Board and the cost, find out what Liz Small, Heather Smith’s contact, could offer the 
Board, and add the topic to the Unfinished Business section of the next regular meeting agenda.   
 

11. Board Operations: Our Role as Board Members and “Staying in Our Lane”: 
President McComb asked the Board to discuss what the role of the Board is and what types of items are the 
Board’s responsibility and what are not. He would like to add a time of discussion for future meetings to see 
if the Board can come to agreement in some areas. Several members shared that they see the Board’s role as 
overseers and delegators who should not get bogged down in details but look for ways to make timely and 
efficient decisions.  Mrs. Hennesy explained that she believes there is a fundamental difference among Board 
members about who needs what information to their job as a board member, and she is not interested in more 
discussion around the topic because the list of other things the Board needs to do is long and difficult.   
 
Mrs. Hennesy expressed concern that the information she asked for from District attorneys months ago had 
still not been sent to her. President McComb asked Dr. Hall what the status is of the requested information. 
Dr. Hall explained that there are binders from two of the three attorneys ready for review in the District Office. 
The binders from Kriha-Bouchek are still being compiled and have not been received. The Board discussed 
whether or not the binders should be removed from the District Office for review. Mr. Keefe expressed 
concern that the motion that was passed by the Board did not state that the information would be compiled in 
binders and need to be reviewed in the office.  Dr. Henrichs stated that if after a motion is passed by the Board, 
the Board learns that there are legal and ethical implications to the motion, the Board must make adjustments.   
 
Dr. Hall will email Darcy Kriha to ask that they finish compiling and send the requested information.  An 
action item will be added to the June 22 meeting for the Board to vote on accepting the attorneys’ 
recommendations to compile the information in binders for review in the District Office.  
 
There will be no further discussion about Board operations at future meetings. 
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12. Public Comment 
Susan Jackson shared her thoughts about how the Board needs to learn to work together better, and asked 
the District what specific steps have been taken to address concerns around racial diversity and inclusion in 
the Mahomet-Seymour schools, and encouraged the District to keep working on the issues. 
Dani Tietz shared her continued concerns about adding items to the agenda. 
   

13. Adjournment 
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned by consensus at 10:23 
p.m. 

 
 

 
Max McComb, President     Dr. Jeremy Henrichs, Secretary  
  
         
        Submitted by Dawn Quinley, Board Recorder 
  
 


