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July 22, 2020 

 

Subject: COVID-19 Update 

 

Dear Maple Run Families: 

 

I know you have been eager for answers about what your child’s routines will look like once school                  

begins. We know how important it is that students and teachers return to school this fall. We also                  

realize that families have various needs and concerns. Our family survey results are still coming in, and                 

at this point the initial results reflect one third of families plan to send their child to school, another one                    

third will stay home and the final one third still needs more information to make a decision. Since this                   

survey was sent, there have been some decisions made by both the State, school districts in our region,                  

and locally within our own school district.  

 

To start the school year, MRUSD, along with all 16 school districts, covering Addison, Chittenden, Grand                

Isle, and Franklin Counties, who are members of the Champlain Valley Superintendents Association             

(CVSA), will implement a hybrid instruction model that will include both in-person and remote learning.               

In addition, our school district will offer a 100% remote learning option for families. 

 

Hybrid Learning Model 

● Students will be divided into two groups. 

● Groups will attend school in-person two days a week and learn remotely three days a week. We will                  

build off lessons learned this past spring to offer a variety of tasks and support for their remote                  

learning days. 

● Students and staff attending in-person will wear masks and practice physical distancing.  

● Groups will be thoughtfully created so they best support families, including grouping family             

members from PreK through high school whenever possible.  

● All students will be learning remotely on Wednesdays. We will use this day to provide individualized                

support to students, engage in professional learning and planning for our staff, and deep clean our                

buildings. 

 

Remote Learning Only 

We are also preparing to offer a remote learning option for families. In these pandemic conditions, it is                  

imperative that we continue to improve our remote systems so that we can be ready to adapt if health                   

data requires a shift to full remote learning again. More information will be available soon. 

 

 



In the next few weeks our priority is to share an overview of the implementation plans for both learning                   

choices, so that your family has enough information to help make an informed decision as to whether                 

your child(ren) starts school in a hybrid learning environment or in a remote learning only setting. 

 

 

Visual Model of the Hybrid Learning Schedule 
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In addition to the two learning options outlined above, below are the status updates of other critical 
areas of school operations that need to be in place. School operations updates will be shared in future 
communications. 
 

Topic MRUSD Practice Required by the 
State/Recommended by the 
State/TBD 

Opening of Schools MRUSD will open at Step II per the State of 
Vermont Strong and Healthy Start Guidelines 

Required 

Daily Schedule Hybrid learning schedule has been 
determined for Step II reopening per the State 
of Vermont Strong and Healthy Start 
Guidelines. Remote learning only is an option 
instead of hybrid learning. 

Recommended 

Social & Emotional 
Needs 

Schools are working closely with the 
community to identify supportive learning 
needs and environments for both staff and 
students. 

Recommended 

Transportation MRUSD will open at Step III per the State of 
Vermont Strong and Healthy Start Guidelines 

Required 

 

https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf?#page=4
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf?#page=4
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf?#page=4
https://education.vermont.gov/sites/aoe/files/documents/edu-vdh-guidance-strong-healthy-start-school-health-rev-20200617.pdf?#page=4


Health Screenings Each school will have a process in place for 
staff and students at the first point of contact 

Required 

Cases of COVID-19 and 
Contact Tracing 

Schools will follow the guidance set forth by 
the Vermont Department of Health 

Required 

Masks All students and staff are required to wear 
masks. Students can wear their own or we will 
provide one 

Required 

Physical Distancing Appropriate distancing will occur per the State 
of Vermont Guidelines 

Required 

Meals/Cafeteria Meals will be available and served in 
classrooms.  

Details TBD 

Physical 
Education/Music, 
Lessons and Theater 

Activities will continue with modifications in 
accordance with the State of Vermont 
Guidelines 

Details TBD 

Extracurricular and 
Co-curricular Activities  

Activities will continue with modifications in 
accordance with the State of Vermont 
Guidelines 

Details TBD 

Cleaning, Disinfecting, 
Ventilation 

MRUSD will follow aggressive measures that 
adhere to the State of Vermont Guidelines 

Required 

 
As a reminder, if you have not completed the Family Survey, you still have time since it is open until the                     
end of the day on July 23rd. You can click here to access the survey or type in tinyurl.com/y8xwjb82.  
 
If you have comments or questions, please visit our site by going to maplerun.org, and click on COVID-19                  
Resources. You can also send an email to covid19@maplerun.org or leave a message at 802-370-3966.               
Please note that this dedicated telephone number will only receive messages. There is not a live person                 
answering the call. However, we do have a team of personnel monitoring the emails and voicemails. You                 
can also view our video updates at our MRUSD Outreach Youtube channel. 
 
We will continue to stay in contact and ask for your thoughts and ideas as we quickly approach the start                    
of the year. We know this is a stressful time in everyone's lives. Let's stay working together as a                   
community to provide a safe and supportive environment where our children can learn, achieve and               
succeed.  
 
Sincerely, 
Kevin Dirth, 
Superintendent of Schools 

 

http://tinyurl.com/y8xwjb82
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCTCu0KJ9DMkqFIpWeOE_Mww

