
INDEPENDENT LEVEL EXPECTATIONS FOR READING
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J (300-325) K K (350-375) L L (400-425) M M (450-475) N 4
I (275) I (275) J (300-325) K K (350-375) L L (400-425) M 3

H (225-250) H (225-250) I (275) J (300-325) K K (350-375) L 2
G (200) G (200) H (225-250) I (275) I (275) I (275) I (275) 1

M (450-475) N-P N (500-550) Q-R O (575-625) S P (650-675) T 4
L (400-425) M M (450-475) N-P N (500-550) Q-R O (575-625) S 3
K (350-375) L L (400-425) M M (450-475) N-P N (500-550) Q-R 2
J (300-325) K K (350-375) L L (400-425) M M (450-475) N-P 1
P (650-675) T Q (700-725) U R (750) V S (775-825) W-X 4
O (575-625) S P (650-675) T Q (700-725) U R (750) V 3
N (500-550) Q-R O (575-625) S P (650-675) T Q (700-725) U 2
M (450-475) N-P N (500-550) Q-R O (575-625) S P (650-675) T 1
S (775-825) W-X T (850) Y U (875) Z V (900-925) Z+ 4

R (750) V S (775-825) W-X T (850) Y U (875) Z 3
Q (700-725) U R (750) V S (775-825) W-X T (850) Y 2
P (650-675) T Q (700-725) U R (750) V S (775-825) W-X 1
V (900-925) Z+ W (950-975) Z+ X (1000) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ 4

U (875) Z V (900-925) Z+ W (950-975) Z+ X (1000) Z+ 3
T (850) Y U (875) Z V (900-925) Y W (950-975) Z+ 2

S (775-825) W-X T (850) Y U (875) Z V (900-925) Z+ 1
Y (1025) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ Z (1050-1075) Z+ Z (1050-1075) Z+ 4
X (1000) Z+ X (1000) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ 3

W (950-975) Z+ W (950-975) Z+ X (1000) Z+ X (1000) Z+ 2
V (900-925) Z+ V (900-925) Z+ W (950-975) Z+ W (950-975) Z+ 1

Z+ (1100-1175) Z+ Z+ (1100-1175) Z+ Z+ (1100-1175) Z+ Z+ (1100-1175) Z+ 4
Z (1050-1075) Z+ Z (1050-1075) Z+ Z (1050-1075) Z+ Z (1050-1075) Z+ 3

Y (1025) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ Y (1025) Z+ (1100-1175) 2
X (1000) Z+ X (1000) Z+ X (1000) Z+ X (1000) Z+ (1100-1175) 1

H (225-250)

AA AA B (50)

Grade

K

B (50)

A (25)

AA

C (75)

B (50)

A (25)

 E (125-150) 

D (100)

C (75)

G (200)E (125-150)D (100)C (75)

Grade

1
H (225-250)F (175)E (125-150)D (100)

I (275)G (200)F (175)E (125-150)

F (175) G (200) J (300-325)

Grade

8+

Grade

7

Grade

6

Grade

5

Grade

4

Grade

3

Grade

2

 Levels

End of Qtr. 1
Fontas &

Pinnell

Reading

A-Z

End of Qtr. 2 End of Qtr. 3 End of Qtr. 4
Fontas & 

Pinnell

Reading

A-Z

Fontas &

Pinnell

Reading

A-Z

Fontas &

Pinnell

Reading

A-Z

The following table provides guidelines for reporting whether a student is meeting expectations in terms 
of their independent reading level for non-fiction and literary texts.  This  is for the independent level 
which means they can read accurately (95% or above), and provide proof of adequate comprehension.  
The chart provides the suggested reporting level on the report card for a given Fountas & Pinnell or 
Reading A to Z assessment level,  or a given lexile level. Levels are for the end of the quarter indicated.  
Students not reading anywhere in the range for their grade level and working with modified 
expectations can be graded based on the modified expectations. You should indicate in the general 
comments on the report card that the "Grade is based on modified expectations." If this approach is 
used and the student does not have an IEP, you should be certain that the ESSIST Team has 
recommended modified expectations.  
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