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Foster Care Student Regulations 

To Aid In Implementation of Federal Law 
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district newsletters and other documents. 
 
 The  Every  S tuden t  Succeeds  Ac t  ( “ESSA”)  addresses  add i t iona l  

p ro tec t ions  fo r  s tuden t s  in  fos te r  ca re  and  es tab l i shes  a  sys tem of  

jo in t  r e spons ib i l i ty  fo r  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s ,  the  Kansas  S ta te  Depar tment  

o f  Educa t ion  (“KSDE”) ,  and  the  Kansas  Depar tment  fo r  Ch i ld ren  and  

Fami l i e s  ( “DCF”)  to  ensure  the  educa t iona l  s t ab i l i ty  o f  s tuden t s  in  

fos te r  ca re .  

 For  the  purposes  o f  these  regu la t ions ,  “ fos te r  ca re”  means  24-

hour  subs t i tu te  ca re  fo r  ch i ld ren  p laced  away  f rom the i r  pa ren t s  and  

fo r  whom a  ch i ld  we l fa re  agency  has  p lacement  and  ca re  du t i e s .   Th i s  

inc ludes ,  bu t  i s  no t  l imi ted  to ,  p lacements  in  fos te r  f ami ly  homes ,  

fos te r  homes  o f  r e la t ives ,  g roup  homes ,  emergency  she l t e r s ,  

r e s iden t i a l  f ac i l i t i e s ,  ch i ld -ca re  ins t i tu t ions ,  and  p re -adop t ive  homes .      

 T ranspor ta t ion  o f  S tuden t s  in  Fos te r  Care  

 ESSA requ i res  each  Kansas  schoo l  d i s t r i c t  to  co l l abora te  wi th  

ch i ld  we l fa re  agenc ies ,  such  as  DCF and  t r iba l  ch i ld  we l fa re  

agenc ies ,  to  deve lop  and  implement  c l ea r ,  wr i t t en  p rocedures  fo r  how 

t ranspor ta t ion  to  ma in ta in  a  s tuden t  in  fos te r  ca re  in  h i s  o r  he r  schoo l  

o f  o r ig in  (when  in  the  s tuden t ’ s  bes t  in te res t )  wi l l  be  p rov ided ,  

a r ranged ,  and  funded .   The  p rocedures  mus t  ensure  tha t  the  

t r anspor ta t ion  wi l l  be  p rov ided  p rompt ly ,  in  a  cos t - e f fec t ive  manner ,  

and  in  accordance  wi th  f edera l  l aw.   A lso ,  they  mus t  address  how 

add i t iona l  cos t s  wi l l  be  absorbed .   There fo re ,  i f  the re  a re  any   
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add i t iona l  cos t s  incur red  to  ma in ta in  a  fos te r  ca re  s tuden t  in  h i s  o r  

he r  schoo l  o f  o r ig in ,  the  d i s t r i c t  wi l l  p rov ide  the  t r anspor ta t ion  i f :  

1 .   DCF agrees  to  r e imburse  the  d i s t r i c t  fo r  the  add i t iona l  
cos t s ;  
2 .   The  d i s t r i c t  ag rees  to  pay  the  add i t iona l  cos t s ;  o r  

 3 .   DCF and  the  d i s t r i c t  sp l i t  t he  add i t iona l  cos t s .    
 
 Upon  reques t ,  t he  d i s t r i c t  wi l l  p rov ide  an  assu rance  to  KSDE 

tha t  the  d i s t r i c t  has  t r anspor ta t ion  p rocedures  mee t ing  the  above  

requ i rements .    

Addi t iona l  Cos t s  

 “Addi t iona l  cos t s”  r e f l ec t  the  d i f f e rence  be tween  wha t  the  

d i s t r i c t  would  spend  to  t r anspor t  a  s tuden t  to  the  ass igned  schoo l  and  

the  cos t  o f  t r anspor t ing  a  s tuden t  in  fos te r  ca re  to  h i s  o r  he r  schoo l  

o f  o r ig in .   T i t l e  I ,  Pa r t  A  funds  may  be  used  to  pay  fo r  add i t iona l  

t r anspor ta t ion  cos t s  in  T i t l e  I  d i s t r i c t s .    

 Schoo l  o f  Or ig in  

 The  “schoo l  o f  o r ig in”  i s  the  schoo l  in  which  a  s tuden t  i s  

en ro l l ed  a t  the  t ime  o f  p lacement  in  fos te r  ca re  o r  o f  a  change  in  

p lacement .   A  s tuden t  in  fos te r  ca re  i s  en t i t l ed  to  r emain  enro l l ed  in  

h i s  o r  he r  schoo l  o f  o r ig in  un less  i t  i s  de te rmined  no t  to  be  in  the  

s tuden t ’ s  bes t  in te res t  to  s t ay  a t  tha t  schoo l .    

 Bes t - In te res t  De te rmina t ion   

 DCF wi l l  make  the  f ina l  dec i s ion  rega rd ing  whe the r  i t  i s  in  a  

s tuden t ’ s  bes t  in te res t  to  r emain  in  the  schoo l  o f  o r ig in .   D i s t r i c t  

s t a f f  may  be  asked  to  p rov ide  in fo rmat ion  on  the  “educa t iona l  bes t  

in te res t”  o f  the  s tuden t  to  suppor t  educa t iona l  dec i s ion -making  based  

on  wha t  i s  bes t  fo r  the  s tuden t  academica l ly .   For  s tuden t s  r ece iv ing  

spec ia l  educa t ion  and  re la t ed  se rv ices  under  the  Ind iv idua l  wi th  

Disab i l i t i e s  Educa t ion  Ac t  o r  fo r  s tuden t s  on  Sec t ion  504   
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accommoda t ion  p lans ,  i t  i s  r ecommended  tha t  r e l evan t  t eam members  

shou ld  be  consu l t ed  in  the  bes t  in te res t  de te rmina t ion  p rocess ,  a s  the  

d i s t r i c t  wi l l  s t i l l  be  r equ i red  to  ensure  compl iance  wi th  Leas t  

Res t r i c t ive  Env i ronment  r equ i rements .   

 The  Uni ted  S ta tes  Depar tmen t  o f  Educa t ion  has  p rov ided  a  l i s t  

o f  f ac to r s  tha t  may  be  cons ide red  in  de te rmin ing  the  s tuden t ’ s  

educa t iona l  bes t  in te res t ,  wh ich  inc lude  appropr ia teness  o f  the  

cur ren t  se t t ing ,  p rox imi ty  o f  p lacement  to  schoo l  a t t endance  cen te r s ,  

the  ch i ld ’ s  p re fe rence ,  the  pa ren t s ’  p re fe rence ,  the  ch i ld ’ s  a t t achment  

to  the  schoo l  o f  o r ig in ,  where  s ib l ings  wi l l  be  p laced ,  and  the  

ava i l ab i l i ty  o f  needed  se rv ices .   The  “bes t - in te res t  de te rmina t ion”  

may  no t  be  made  based  on  t r anspor ta t ion  cos t s  o r  fund ing .     

 Dis t r i c t  Fos te r  Care  L ia i son  

 The  “d i s t r i c t  fos te r  ca re  l i a i son”  i s  a  d i s t r i c t  employee  who  

fac i l i t a t e s  the  enro l lment  in  o r  t r ans fe r  to  a  pub l i c  schoo l  o f  a  

s tuden t  in  the  d i s t r i c t  who  i s  a  ward  o f  the  s t a t e .   The  d i s t r i c t ’ s  

fos te r  ca re  l i a i son  i s  cons ide red  the  des igna ted  po in t  o f  co n tac t  fo r  

co l l abora t ion  wi th  DCF on  t r anspor ta t ion  p rocedures .    

 The  Dis t r i c t  Fos te r  Care  L ia i son  sha l l  be  de te rmined  annua l ly  

by  the  Board  o f  Educa t ion .  

Ch i ld  Wel fa re  Agency  

 In  Kansas ,  DCF i s  the  regu la r  ch i ld  we l fa re  agency  fo r  

co l l abora t ion  on  t r anspor ta t ion  p rocedures .   The  Chi ld  Pro tec t ive  

Se rv ices  ( “CPS”)  d iv i s ion  o f  DCF wi l l  typ ica l ly  be  the  d iv i s ion  tha t  

works  wi th  the  d i s t r i c t  on  i s sues  r e l a t ed  to  s tuden t s  in  fos te r  ca re ,  

however ,  t r iba l  ch i ld  we l fa re  agenc ies  may  a l so  be  invo lved  wi th  th is  

p rocess .   There fo re ,  whenever  DCF i s  used  in  these  regu la t ions ,  i t  

may  be  deemed  to  app ly  to  any  ch i ld  we l fa re  agency  based  on  the  

c i rcumstances .   
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 Chi ld  Wel fa re  Con tac t  

 The  d i s t r i c t ,  i f  r ece iv ing  T i t l e  I ,  Pa r t  A  funds ,  mus t  co l l abora te  

on  t r anspor ta t ion  p rocedures  wi th  the  DCF-des igna ted  con tac t  i f  DCF 

no t i f i e s  the  d i s t r i c t  in  wr i t ing  tha t  DCF has  des igna ted  an  employee  

to  se rve  as  a  po in t  o f  con tac t  fo r  the  d i s t r i c t .     
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