IHF Graduation Requirements (See JFCA) IHF

The board may adopt graduation requirements exceeding the minimums
set forth by state regulation. Unless otherwise provided herein, in order to
qualify for graduation, the board requires each candidate to earn 24 academic
credits of a type meeting state and district requirements beginning with the class
of 2016.

Exceptions may be granted by the board to waive local graduation
requirements that are in excess of the state minimum requirements for students
on a case by case basis.

The board shall award a student a diploma if the student is at least 17
years old; is enrolled or resides in the district; was in custody of the Secretary
of the Kansas Department of Corrections (KDOC), the Secretary for DCF, or a
federally recognized Indian tribe in this state at any time on or after the
student’s 14 birthday; and has achieved at least the minimum high school
graduation requirements adopted by the state board of education.

Other situations which may warrant waiver of graduation requirements in
excess of the minimum requirements adopted by the state board include, but may
not be limited to, the following circumstances:

e If such student is an adult learner whose four-year cohorts have
graduated; or

* if such student is attending an alternative school or program and has
experienced high mobility, teen pregnancy, long-term illness, or other

hardship conditions.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/2015

KASB Recommendation 9/97; 6/04; 4/07; 6/15



IKA Financial Literacy (See ID) IKA

The board supports the goal of providing district students with sufficient
knowledge of economic systems to make informed, financial choices. In
furtherance of this goal, the board directs the superintendent to develop and
implement a plan to incorporate outcome-based personal financial literacy
education into the district’s instructional program.

The superintendent shall document district efforts to provide financial
literacy education opportunities for district students and shall provide, upon
request, feedback or information to the Kansas State Department of Education

on such efforts.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/2015

KASB Recommendation — 6/15



IKA Financial Literacy (See ID) IKA

The board supports the goal of providing district students with sufficient
knowledge of economic systems to make informed, financial choices. In
furtherance of this goal, the board directs the superintendent to develop and
implement a plan to incorporate outcome-based personal financial literacy
education into the district’s instructional program.

The superintendent shall document district efforts to provide financial
literacy education opportunities for district students and shall provide, upon
request, feedback or information to the Kansas State Department of Education

on such efforts.

Approved:

KASB Recommendation — 6/15



JBC Enrollment (See IIBGB, JBCA, and JQKA) JBC

Resident Students

A “resident student” is any child who has attained the age of eligibility
for school attendance and lives with a parent or a person acting as a parent who
is a resident of the district. Children who are “homeless” as defined by Kansas
law and who are located in the district will be admitted as resident students.
For purposes of this policy, “parent” means the natural parents, adoptive
parents, step-parents, and foster parents. For purposes of this policy, “person
acting as a parent” means a guardian or conservator, a person liable by law to
care for or support the child, a person who has actual care and control of the
child and provides a major portion of support, or a person who has actual care
and control of the child with written consent of a person who has legal custody
of the child.

Non-resident Students

Non-resident students are those who do not meet the definition of a
resident student. Although the district is not required to admit non-resident
students, non-resident students may be admitted to the extent that staff,
facilities, equipment, and supplies are available. Other criteria regarding
students seeking non-resident student admittance may be considered prior to
acting on any non-resident application. Such criteria may include student
grades, attendance and disciplinary records, and other factors as determined by
the board.

Enrollment Restriction

Unless approved in advance by the board, no student, regardless of

residency, who has been suspended or expelled from another school district will



JBC Enrollment JBC-2
be admitted to the district until the period of such suspension or expulsion has
expired.

Enrollment Procedures

The superintendent shall establish orderly procedures for enrolling all
students, including pre-enrollment, changes in enrollment, normal enrollment
times, and communication to parents and to the public.

Part-Time Students

Part-time students may enroll with the (board’s/administration’s)
permission if they complete all paperwork in a timely fashion and are in
attendance no later than September 5'". Part-time students may be admitted only
to the extent that staff, facilities, equipment, and supplies are available and the
students follow the district’s student conduct policies and

Identification of Students

All students enrolling in the district for the first time shall provide
required proof of identity. Students enrolling in kindergarten or first grade
shall provide a certified copy of their birth certificate, a certified copy of the
court order placing the child in the custody of the Secretary of the Department
for Children and Families, or other documentation which the board determines
to be satisfactory. Students enrolling in grades 2-12 shall provide a certified
transcript, similar pupil records or data, or other documentary evidence the
board deems satisfactory.

If proper proof of identity is not provided within 30 days of enrolling,
the superintendent shall notify local law enforcement officials as required by

law and shall not notify any person claiming custody of the child.



JBC Enrollment JBC-3

Enrollment Information

The enrollment documentation shall include a student’s permanent record
card with a student’s legal name as it appears on the birth certificate or as
changed by a court order and the name, address, and telephone number of the
lawful custodian. The records shall also provide proper proof of identity.

Assignment to a School Building, Grade Level, or Classes

The superintendent shall assign students to the appropriate building.
Any student desiring to attend a school outside the attendance area in which the
student resides may do so only with the prior written permission of the
superintendent. Assignment to a particular grade level or particular classes
shall be determined by the building principal based on the educational abilities
of the student. If the parents disagree, the principal’s decision may be appealed
to the superintendent. If the parents are still dissatisfied with the assignment,
they may appeal in writing to the board.

Transferring Credit

In {middle/junior} high and high school, full faith and credit shall be
given to units earned in other accredited schools at the time the student enrolls
in the district, unless the principal determines there is valid reason for not
doing so. For online credit approval procedures after enrollment, see board
policy IIBGB.

Transfers from Non-Accredited Schools

Students transferring from non-accredited schools will be placed by the
principal. Initial placement will be made by the principal after consultation
with parents or guardians and guidance personnel. Final placement shall be

made by the principal based on the student’s documented past educational
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experiences and performance on tests administered to determine grade level

placement.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/15

KASB Recommendation — 6/01; 4/07; 6/13; 12/14; 6/15



JBD Absences and Excuses (See AEB, IHEA, JBE and JDD) JBD

When a student is absent from school, an attempt shall be made to
contact the parent or guardian to determine the reason for the absence. The
principal has been designated to determine the acceptability and validity of
excuses presented by the parent(s) or the student.

Procedures for notifying parents on the day of a student’s absence
shall be published in the student handbook.

Excused/Unexcused Absences

The definition of “excused absence” includes the following:
* Personal illness;
. Health-related treatment, examination, or recuperation;
. Serious illness or death of a member of the family;
* Obligatory religious observances;
+ Participation in a district-approved or school sponsored activity or
course;
» Absences prearranged by parents and approved by the principal;
and
* Students of active duty military personnel may have additional
excused absences at the discretion of the principal for visitations
relative to leave or deployment.
All absences which do not fit into one of the above categories would be
considered an unexcused absence. A student serving a period of
suspension or expulsion from the district shall not be considered
inexcusably absent.

Significant Part of a School Day




An absence of two or more hours in any school day shall be considered
an absence for a significant part of the school day.

JBD Absences and Excuses JBD-2

Make-Up Work

It is the student’s responsibility to obtain make-up assignments from

teachers following an excused or unexcused absence.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/2015

KASB Recommendation — 7/96; 9/97; 4/07; 12/14;6/15



JCDBB Weapons (See EBC, JDC, JDD, JHCAA and KGD) JCDBB

A student shall not knowingly possess, handle, or transmit any object
that can reasonably be considered a weapon at school, on school property, or at
a school-sponsored event. This shall include any weapon, any item being used
as a weapon or destructive device, or any facsimile of a weapon.

Weapons and Destructive Devices

33

As used in this policy, the term “weapon” and/or destructive device shall
include, but shall not be limited to:

e any weapon which will or is designed to or may readily be
converted to expel a projectile by the action of an explosive;

e the frame or receiver of any weapon described in the preceding
example;

e any firearm muffler or firearm silencer;

* Any explosive, incendiary, or poison gas bomb, grenade, rocket
having a propellant charge of more than four ounces, missile
having an explosive or incendiary charge of more than 1/4 ounce,
mine, or similar device;

* any weapon which will, or which may be readily converted to,
expel a projectile by the action of an explosive or other propellant
and which has any barrel with a bore of more than 1/2 inch in
diameter;

* any combination of parts either designed or intended for use in
converting any device into a destructive device described in the
two immediately preceding examples and from which a destructive
device may be readily assembled;

* any bludgeon, sand club, metal knuckles, or throwing star;

* any knife, commonly referred to as a switchblade, which has a
blade that opens automatically by hand pressure applied to a
button, spring, or other device in the handle of the knife or any
knife having a blade that opens, falls, or is ejected into position
by the force of gravity or by an outward, downward, or centrifugal
thrust or movement;

* any electronic device designed to discharge immobilizing levels of
electricity, commonly known as a stun gun.



JCDBB Weapons JCDBB-2

Penalties for Weapon Violations

Possession of a firearm or other weapon listed under the “Weapons
and Destructive Devices” heading above shall result in expulsion from school
for a period of one calendar year, except the superintendent may recommend this
expulsion requirement be modified on a case-by-case basis.

Possession of, handling of, and/or transmitting a weapon of a type
other than described under the “Weapons and Destructive Devices” heading
above, an item being used as a weapon or destructive device, or a facsimile of a
weapon may result in disciplinary action up to and including suspension and/or
expulsion. Expulsion hearings for weapons violations shall be conducted by the
superintendent or the superintendent’s designee.

Students violating this policy shall be reported to the appropriate law
enforcement agency(ies) and, if a juvenile, to the Secretary for DCF or the

Secretary of KDOC as appropriate.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/15

KASB Recommendation—-9/97; 6/99; 6/00; 6/01; 6/04; 4/07; 10/12; 1/13; 6/15



JCE Complaints (See JDDC and KN) JCE

Complaints About Discrimination

The district is committed to maintaining a working and learning environment
free from discrimination, insult, intimidation, or harassment due to race, color,
religion, sex, age, national origin, or disability.

Any incident of discrimination including acts of harassment shall
promptly be reported for investigation and corrective action by the building
principal or district compliance coordinator. Any student or employee who
engages in discriminatory conduct shall be subject to disciplinary action, up to
and including termination from employment or expulsion from school.

Discrimination against any student on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, disability, or religion in the admission or access to, or treatment in
the district’s programs and activities is prohibited. Superintendent, 117 N. 3™,
Hill City KS, 785-421-2135 has been designated to coordinate compliance with
nondiscrimination requirements contained in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of
1964, Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.

Any student who believes that he or she has been discriminated against
may file a complaint with the building principal, another administrator, the
guidance counselor, or another certified staff member. Any school employee
who receives a complaint of discrimination or harassment from a student shall

inform the student of the employee’s obligation to report the complaint and



JCE Complaints JCE-2
any proposed resolution of the complaint to the building principal. If the
building principal is the alleged harasser, the report shall be made to the dis-
trict compliance coordinator. Any student complaint of discrimination shall be
resolved under the district’s discrimination complaint procedures in policy KN.

The district prohibits retaliation or discrimination against any person for
opposing discrimination, including harassment; for participating in the
complaint process; or making a complaint, testifying, assisting, or participating
in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing.

Complaints About School Rules

Any student may file a complaint with the principal concerning a school
rule or regulation as it applies to the student. The complaint shall be in writing,
filed within 20 days following the application of the rule or regulation, and
must specify the basis for the complaint. The principal shall investigate the
complaint and inform the student of the resolution within 10 days after the

complaint is filed.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/15

KASB Recommendation — 7/96; 8/98; 4/07; 6/15



JGEC Sexual Harassment (See GAAC, GAAD, GAF, JIDDC and KN) JGEC

The board of education is committed to providing a positive and
productive learning and working environment, free from discrimination on the
basis of sex, including sexual harassment. Sexual harassment shall not be
tolerated in the school district. Sexual harassment of employees or students of
the district by board members, administrators, certificated and support
personnel, students, vendors, and any others having business or other contact
with the school district is strictly prohibited.

Sexual harassment is unlawful discrimination on the basis of sex under
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act
of 1964, and the Kansas Acts Against Discrimination. All forms of sexual
harassment are prohibited at school, on school property, and at all school-
sponsored activities, programs or events. Sexual harassment against individuals
associated with the school is prohibited, whether or not the harassment occurs
on school grounds.

It shall be a violation of this policy for any student, employee, or third
party (visitor, vendor, etc.) to sexually harass any student, employee, or other
individual associated with the school. It shall further be a violation for any
employee to discourage a student from filing a complaint, or to fail to
investigate or refer for investigation, any complaint lodged under the provisions
of this policy.

Sexual harassment is unwelcome sexual advances, requests for sexual
favors and other inappropriate oral, written or physical conduct of a sexual
nature when made by a member of the school staff to a student or when made by

any student to another student when: (1) submission to such conduct is



JGEC Sexual Harassment JGEC-2

made, explicitly or implicitly, a term or condition of the individual’s education;
(2) submission to or rejection of such conduct by an individual is used as the
basis for academic decisions affecting that individual; or (3) such conduct has
the purpose or effect of interfering with an individual’s academic or
professional performance or creating an intimidating, hostile or offensive
academic environment.

Sexual harassment may result from verbal or physical conduct or
written or graphic material. Sexual harassment may include, but is not limited
to: verbal harassment or abuse; pressure for sexual activity; repeated remarks
to a person, with sexual or demeaning implication; unwelcome touching; or
suggesting or demanding sexual involvement accompanied by implied or explicit
threats concerning a student’s grades, participation 1in extra-curricular
activities, etc.

The district encourages all victims of sexual harassment and persons
with knowledge of such harassment to report the harassment immediately. The
district will promptly investigate all complaints of sexual harassment and take
prompt corrective action to end the harassment.

Any student who believes that he or she has been subjected to sexual
harassment should discuss the alleged harassment with the building principal,
another administrator, the guidance counselor, or another certified staff
member. Any school employee who receives a complaint of sexual harassment
from a student shall inform the student of the employee’s obligation to report
the complaint and any proposed resolution of the complaint to the building

principal. If the building principal is the alleged harasser, the complaint shall



JGEC Sexual Harassment JGEC-3

be reported to the district compliance coordinator. The building principal or
district compliance coordinator shall discuss the complaint with the student to
determine if it can be resolved. If the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction
of the student in this meeting, the student may initiate a formal complaint under
the district’s discrimination complaint procedure in policy KN.

Complaints received will be investigated to determine whether, under
the totality of the circumstances, the alleged behavior constitutes sexual
harassment under the definition outlined above. Unacceptable student conduct
may or may not constitute sexual harassment, depending on the nature of the
conduct and its severity, pervasiveness and persistence. Behaviors which are
unacceptable but do not constitute harassment may provide grounds for
discipline under the code of student conduct.

If discrimination or harassment has occurred, the district will take
prompt, remedial action to prevent its reoccurrence.

An employee who witnesses an act of sexual harassment shall report the
incident to the building principal. Employees who fail to report complaints or
incidents of sexual harassment to appropriate school officials may face
disciplinary action. School administrators who fail to investigate and take
appropriate corrective action in response to complaints of sexual harassment
may also face disciplinary action.

When a complaint contains evidence of criminal activity or child abuse,
the building coordinator or district coordinator shall report such conduct to the

appropriate law enforcement or DCF authorities.



JGEC Sexual Harassment JGEC-4

To the extent possible, confidentiality will be maintained throughout
the investigation of a complaint. The desire for confidentiality must be
balanced with the district’s obligation to conduct a thorough investigation, to
take appropriate corrective action or to provide due process to the accused.

The filing of a complaint or otherwise reporting sexual harassment shall
not reflect upon the individual’s status or grades. Any act of retaliation or
discrimination against any person who has filed a complaint or testified,
assisted, or participated in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing involving a
sexual harassment complaint is prohibited. Any person who retaliates is subject
to immediate disciplinary action, up to and including expulsion for a student or
termination of employment for an employee.

False or malicious complaints of sexual harassment may result in
corrective or disciplinary action against the complainant.

A summary of this policy and related materials shall be posted in each
district facility. The policy shall also be published in student, parent, and
employee handbooks as directed by the district compliance coordinator.
Notification of the policy shall be included in the school newsletter or published

in the local newspaper annually.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/2015

KASB Recommendation — 7/96; 8/98; 7/03; 4/07; 6/13;6/15



JGECA Racial and Disability Harassment JGECA
(See GAACA, GAAB, GAF, JIDDC and KN)

The board of education is committed to providing a positive and
productive learning and working environment, free from discrimination,
including harassment, on the basis of race, color, national origin, or disability.
Discrimination or harassment on the basis of race, color, or national origin
(“racial harassment”) or on the basis of disability (“disability harassment”)
shall not be tolerated in the school district. Racial or disability harassment of
employees or students of the district by board members, administrators,
certificated and support personnel, students, vendors, and any others having
business or other contact with the school district is strictly prohibited.

Racial harassment is unlawful discrimination on the basis of race,
color or national origin under Titles VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
and the Kansas Acts Against Discrimination. Disability harassment is unlawful
discrimination on the basis of disability under Section 504 of the Rehabilitation
Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act. All forms of racial or
disability harassment are prohibited at school, on school property, and at all
school-sponsored activities, programs or events. Racial or disability harassment
against individuals associated with the school is prohibited, whether or not the
harassment occurs on school grounds.

It shall be a violation of this policy for any student, employee, or
third party (visitor, vendor, etc.) to so harass any student, employee or other
individual associated with the school. It shall further be a violation for any
employee to discourage a student from filing a complaint, or to fail to
investigate or refer for investigation, any complaint lodged under the provisions

of this policy.



JGECA Racial and Disability Harassment JGECA-2
Prohibited conduct under this policy includes racially or disability-
motivated conduct which:
e Affords a student different treatment, solely on the basis of race,
color, national origin, or disability, in a manner which interferes with
or limits the ability of the student to participate in or benefit from

the services, activities or programs of the school;

* Is sufficiently severe, pervasive or persistent so as to have the
purpose or effect of creating a hostile academic environment; or

* Is sufficiently severe, pervasive or persistent so as to have the

purpose or effect of interfering with a student’s academic

performance or ability to participate in or benefit from the services,

activities or programs of the school.

Racial or disability harassment may result from verbal or physical
conduct or written graphic material.

The district encourages all victims of racial or disability harassment
and persons with knowledge of such harassment to report the harassment
immediately. The district will promptly investigate all complaints of racial or
disability harassment and take prompt corrective action to end the harassment.

Any student who believes he or she has been subject to racial or
disability harassment or has witnessed an act of alleged racial or disability
harassment, should discuss the alleged harassment with the building principal,
another administrator, the guidance counselor, or another certified staff
member. Any school employee who receives a complaint of racial or disability
harassment from a student shall inform the student of the employee’s obligation
to report the complaint and any proposed resolution of the complaint to the

building principal. If the building principal is the alleged harasser, the

complaint shall be reported to the district compliance coordinator. The building
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principal shall discuss the complaint with the student to determine if it can be
resolved. If the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction of the student in this
meeting, the student may initiate a formal complaint under the district’s
discrimination complaint procedure in policy KN.

Complaints received will be investigated to determine whether, under
the totality of the circumstances, the alleged behavior constitutes racial or
disability harassment under the definition outlined above. Unacceptable student
conduct may or may not constitute racial or disability harassment, depending on
the nature of the conduct and its severity, pervasiveness and persistence.
Behaviors which are unacceptable but do not constitute harassment may provide
grounds for discipline under the code of student conduct. The discipline of a
student for violation of any provision of the code of student conduct may be
enhanced if the conduct is racially or disability motivated.

If discrimination or harassment has occurred, the district will take
prompt, remedial action to prevent its reoccurrence.

An employee who witnesses an act of racial or disability harassment
shall report the incident to the building principal. Employees who fail to report
complaints or incidents of racial or disability harassment to appropriate school
officials may face disciplinary action. School administrators who fail to
investigate and take appropriate corrective action in response to complaints of
racial or disability harassment may also face disciplinary action.

When a complaint contains evidence of criminal activity or child
abuse, the compliance coordinator shall report such conduct to the appropriate

law enforcement or DCF authorities.



JGECA Racial and Disability Harassment JGECA-4

To the extent possible confidentiality will be maintained throughout
the investigation of a complaint. The desire for confidentiality must be
balanced with the district’s obligation to conduct a thorough investigation, to
take appropriate corrective action or to provide due process to the accused.

The filing of a complaint or otherwise reporting racial or disability
harassment shall not reflect upon the student’s status or grades. Any act of
retaliation or discrimination against any person who has filed a complaint or
testified, assisted, or participated in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing
involving a racial or disability harassment complaint is prohibited. Any person
who retaliates is subject to immediate disciplinary action, up to and including
expulsion for a student or termination of employment for an employee.

False or malicious complaints of racial or disability harassment may
result in corrective or disciplinary action against the complainant.

A summary of this policy and related materials shall be posted in
each district facility. The policy shall also be published in student, parent, and
employee handbooks as directed by the district compliance coordinator.
Notification of the policy shall be included in the school newsletter or published
in the local newspaper annually, if applicable.

Approved USD 281 Board of Education 8/2015

Approved: KASB Recommendation-8/98; 7/03; 4/07; 6/09; 9/12; 6/15



KBA District or School Websites KBA

(See DC, ECH, II, IIBG, JR et seq., and KB)

The board may establish a district website and may allow creation of
websites for individual schools. A district website shall be under the control of
the superintendent, and school websites shall be supervised by the principal, and
superintendent or District technology director.

Website Rules

Detailed rules relating to websites are found in appropriate handbooks
or in documents approved by the board and filed with the clerk and/or
principals.

Website rules shall include the following areas:

*+ data privacy and FERPA regulations;

* copyright rules, relating to access and use of materials and the
property rights of the district, students, and employees who create
material;

* instruction on what information and materials will be prominently
posted on district and/or school homepages, which shall include,
but may not be limited to, a copy of Kansas State Department of
Education’s Form 150 estimating the legal maximum general fund
budget as well as the budget summary for the current school year
and actual expenditures for the immediately preceding two school
years showing total net dollars of transfers and dollars per pupil as
specified in Kansas law, using the full-time equivalent enrollment

of the school district for such required calculations;
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+ the board’s and administration’s right to determine website content

and monitor use by employees and students.
District and school websites are maintained to support the public
relations and educational programs of the district and/or the schools. Websites

may be modified or terminated at any time by board action.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 7/2015

KASB Recommendation — 6/00; 7/03; 4/07; 6/15



KGD Disruptive Acts at School or School Activities KGD
(See EBC, GAAE, JCDBB, JDDC, and KGC)

Disruptive acts at school or school sponsored activities will not be
tolerated. Persons threatening the safety of students, school personnel, or other
persons; to damage school property; or to interfere with school or school
activities or the educational process will be asked to leave the premises.

The school administration and staff are responsible for handling any
disturbance caused by adults or students. The final decision for determining if
assistance is needed is the responsibility of the superintendent or school
principal. In the absence of these individuals, the determination shall be made
by the assistant principal or person designated to be in charge of the building or
activity. The superintendent shall be notified of any serious problem at the
school.

Possession of a Firearm

Unless otherwise required by law or authorized by board policy, no
person other than a law enforcement officer shall possess a firearm on any
district owned or operated property; within any district owned or operated
building or facility; in a school vehicle; in an employee’s personal vehicle being
used to transport students or school staff in the performance of job duties for
the district; or at any school sponsored activity, program, or event. This
prohibition includes possession of concealed and/or openly carried weapons;
however such prohibition shall not apply to the secured storage of a handgun in
a district employee’s own locked vehicle on school property so long as such

weapon is maintained out of plain sight.



KGD Disruptive Acts at School or School Activities KGD-2

Appropriate signs shall be conspicuously posted as directed by the
board and required by law.

Anyone in violation of this policy shall be directed to leave the
premises immediately and not return without prior approval from the building
administrator or superintendent. Failure to comply with such order will result

in a report to law enforcement.

Approved: USD 281 Board of Education 8/15
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KN Complaints (See BCBI, GAACA, GAAB, GAAF, IF, IKD, and JCE) KN
The board encourages all complaints regarding the district to be
resolved at the lowest possible administrative level. Whenever a complaint is
made directly to the board as a whole or to a board member as an individual, it
will be referred to the administration for study and possible resolution.
Discrimination against any individual on the basis of race, color,
national origin, sex, disability, age, or religion in the admission or access to, or
treatment or employment in the district’s programs and activities is prohibited.
Harassment of an individual on any of these grounds is also prohibited.

Superintendent, 117 N. 3“’, Hill City, KS 785-421-2135, has been designated to

coordinate compliance with nondiscrimination requirements contained in Title
VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964,
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and The Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Information concerning the provisions of these Acts, and the rights provided
thereunder, are available from the compliance coordinator.

Complaints About Discrimination or Discriminatory Harassment

Complaints of discrimination or discriminatory harassment by an
employee should be addressed to the employee’s supervisor, the building
principal, or the district compliance coordinator. Complaints by a student
should be addressed to the building principal, another administrator, the
guidance counselor, or another certified staff member. Any school employee
who receives a complaint of discrimination or harassment from a student shall

inform the student of the employee’s obligation to report the complaint and



KN Complaints KN-2

any proposed resolution of the complaint to the building principal. If the
building principal is the alleged harasser, the complaint shall be reported to the
district compliance coordinator. Complaints by any other person alleging
discrimination should be addressed to the building principal or the district
compliance coordinator. Complaints about discrimination, including complaints
of harassment, will be resolved through the following complaint procedures:

Informal Procedures

The building principal shall attempt to resolve complaints of
discrimination or harassment in an informal manner at the building level. Any
school employee who receives a complaint of discrimination harassment from a
student, another employee or any other individual shall inform the individual of
the employee’s obligation to report the complaint and any proposed resolution
of the complaint to the building principal. The building principal shall discuss
the complaint with the individual to determine if it can be resolved. If
the matter is resolved to the satisfaction of the individual, the building principal
shall document the nature of the complaint and the proposed resolution of the
complaint, and forward this record to the district compliance coordinator.
Within 20 days after the complaint is resolved in this manner, the principal shall
contact the complainant to determine if the resolution of the matter remains
acceptable. If the matter is not resolved to the satisfaction of the individual in
the meeting with the principal, or if the individual does not believe the

resolution remains acceptable, the individual may initiate a formal complaint.
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If discrimination or harassment has occurred, the district will take
prompt, remedial action to prevent its reoccurrence. The district prohibits
retaliation or discrimination against any person for opposing discrimination,
including harassment; for participating in the complaint process; or making a
complaint, testifying, assisting, or participating in any investigation,
proceeding, or hearing.

Formal Complaint Procedures

* A formal complaint should be filed in writing and contain the name
and address of the person filing the complaint. The complaint should
briefly describe the alleged violation. If an individual does not wish
to file a written complaint and the matter has not been adequately
resolved, the building principal may initiate the complaint. Forms
for filing written complaints are available in each building office and
the central office.

* A complaint should be filed as soon as possible after the conduct
occurs, but not later than 180 days after the complainant becomes
aware of the alleged violation, unless the conduct forming the basis
for the complaint is ongoing.

e If appropriate, an investigation shall follow the filing of the
complaint. If the complaint is against the superintendent, the board
shall appoint an investigating officer. In other instances, the
investigation shall be conducted by the building principal, the
compliance coordinator or another individual appointed by the board.
The investigation shall be informal but thorough. All interested
persons, including the complainant and the person against whom the
complaint is lodged, will be afforded an opportunity to submit
written or oral evidence relevant to the complaint.

* A written determination of the complaint’s validity and a description
of the resolution shall be issued by the investigator, and a copy
forwarded to the complainant and the accused no later than 30 days
after the filing of the complaint.

( If the investigation results in a recommendation that a student
be suspended or expelled, procedures outlined in board policy
and state law governing student suspension and expulsion will
be followed.



KN Complaints KN-4

(¢ If the investigation results in a recommendation that an
employee be suspended without pay or terminated, procedures
outlined in board policy, the negotiated agreement or state
law will be followed.

* Records relating to complaints filed and their resolution shall be
forwarded to and maintained in a confidential manner by the district
compliance coordinator.

* The complainant may appeal the determination of the complaint.
Appeals shall be heard by the district compliance coordinator, a
hearing officer appointed by the board, or by the board itself as
determined by the board. The request to appeal the resolution shall
be made within 20 days after the date of the written resolution of the
complaint at the lower level. The appeal officer shall review the
evidence gathered by the investigator and the investigator’s report,
and shall afford the complainant and the person against whom the
complaint is filed an opportunity to submit further evidence, orally
or in writing, within 10 days after the appeal is filed. The appeal
officer will issue a written determination of the complaint’s validity
and a description of its resolution within 30 days after the appeal is
filed.

e If discrimination or harassment has occurred, the district will take
prompt, remedial action to prevent its reoccurrence. The district
prohibits retaliation or discrimination against any person for
opposing discrimination, including harassment; for participating in
the complaint process; or making a complaint, testifying, assisting,
or participating in any investigation, proceeding, or hearing.

* Use of this complaint procedure is not a prerequisite to the pursuit of
any other remedies including the right to file a complaint with the
Office for Civil Rights of the U.S. Department of Education, the
Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, or the Kansas Human
Rights Commission.

Complaints About Policy

The superintendent shall report any unresolved complaint about policies
to the board at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.

Complaints About Curriculum (See IF)

The superintendent shall report a failure to resolve any complaint about

curriculum to the board at the next regularly scheduled board meeting.
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Complaints About Instructional Materials

The building principal shall report any unresolved complaint about
instructional materials to the superintendent immediately after receiving the
complaint.

Complaints About Facilities and Services

The superintendent shall report any wunresolved complaint about
facilities and services to the board at the next regularly scheduled board
meeting.

Complaints About Personnel

The superintendent or the building principal involved shall report any
unresolved complaint about personnel to the board at the next regularly
scheduled board meeting.

Complaints About Emergency Safety Intervention Use

Complaints concerning the use of emergency safety interventions by
district staff shall be addressed in accordance with the local dispute resolution

process outlined in board policy GAAF.
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