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July 21, 2020 
 
Dear Slate Valley Parent/Guardian, 
 
In a world that is filled with a great degree of uncertainty, we wish to provide you with information as it relates 
to the reopening of school in the fall.   We care deeply about the physical and emotional well-being of all of our 
staff and students and continue to make decisions based on the latest scientific data available to us.   This is a 
difficult time for our families, staff and our students.  
 
We will be opening school under the Stage 2 Guidelines put forth by the Agency of Education.  If all continues 
to go well around the state, schools will be able to move to Stage 3 in the Guidelines. As it stands today, we are 
planning to bring PreK-8 students back to campus 5 days a week to participate in in-person learning. Students in 
grades 9-12 will attend in-person learning every other day, on the opposite day they will attend remotely using a 
combination of synchronous instruction. There may be some adjustments to this schedule for students with 
Individual Education Plans that require alternative programming to meet their unique needs.  In-person learning 
will not look like it did prior to the COVID closure.  In accordance with the Agency of Education Guidelines the 
following changes for in-person learning include: 
 
● PreK-12 students and staff will be required to wear facial coverings with the exception of when they are 

eating or drinking. (This is a state requirement.)  We are not providing face coverings unless needed.  We 
recognize that each student may have their own preference in terms of facial coverings and want them to be 
as comfortable as possible.  

● We will adhere to 6 feet of social distancing where possible, knowing this will not be possible in every 
situation such as the school bus.  

● Transitions within the schools will be limited.  Wherever possible adults will move rather than the students. 
Students will be in their own classrooms or outside as much as possible during the school day.  

● Cafeterias and gymnasiums will be closed.  Students will eat breakfast and lunch in their classrooms or 
outdoors.  Physical Education will occur outdoors to the greatest extent possible.  

● There will be staggered arrivals and dismissals.  Your individual schools will be in contact with you in 
regards to these changes.  The student school day will be an hour and 15 minutes shorter to accommodate 
this.  

● The first day of school for students has been pushed back to August 31st with the exception of Stafford 
Technical Center students.  Their start date will remain August 26th. 

● Due to the nature of the requirements on buses, we are asking parents to pick-up and drop off their K-12 
children as they are able.  Certainly we understand that this is not an option for all families and will have 
protocols in place on the buses as well, such as screenings for all students, assigned seating, sanitation and 
required facial coverings. 

https://education.vermont.gov/documents/guidance-strong-healthy-start-health-guidance


● All staff and students will be screened daily at the first point of contact using temperature checks. The 
following questions must also be answered at the first point of contact.  
○ Have you been in close contact with a person who has COVID-19?  
○ Do you feel unwell with any symptoms consistent with COVID-19?  For example, have they had a 

cough, temperature, shortness of breath, difficulty breathing, chills, repeated shaking with chills, muscle 
pain, headache, sore throat, or new loss of taste or smell?  

Anyone answering “yes” to the questions, or has a temperature greater than 100.4F, will not be allowed to attend 
in-person learning. (We will of course need the parents help in answering these questions for the younger 
students.) 

● School buildings will be closed by 4:30 each day to allow for thorough sanitization.  We are adding 
additional staff to help with this.  In the buildings that have after school care we are planning on continuing 
this until 4:30 each day. 

● All daily schedules in the buildings are being revised.   For example, the high school will be moving to a 
block schedule to allow for a lesser number of transitions and a lesser number of courses that students need 
to focus on at one time.  

● All student assignments will be posted in Google Classroom, or in Seesaw (K-2), in the event the district 
needs to pivot quickly to a remote learning option. 

● We will be working closely with the Vermont Health Department should we have any positive COVID cases. 
Parents will be notified should this occur and protocol will be put in place.  

● We are building isolation rooms within each of the school nurse’s offices should anyone come down with 
symptoms during the school day.  

● As of the writing of this letter we have not received any state guidance on school sports.  We are expecting it 
any day now.  It will be decided on the state level. 

● If a child becomes ill for any reason or needs to quarantine they will be able to attend school remotely.  In 
order to attend remotely the child will need to follow the regular school day schedule in the remote 
environment.  This option is only available to students who are ill, need to quarantine or have medical 
documentation that would exclude them from in-person learning.  

● If a child travels to a county out of state that is on Vermont’s quarantine list they will need to quarantine 
based on Vermont’s guidelines. This means they will not be allowed to attend in-person learning.  

There are many additional details that will emerge in the coming days and weeks.  Over the next week, please 
expect a personal call from the school district in regards to the guidelines for reopening, and your preference for 
transporting your student to school.  We will all need to work closely in the coming weeks as Slate Valley’s 
school reopening will undoubtedly take each one of us doing our part.  

Best, 

 

Brooke Olsen-Farrell,  
Superintendent 

 

https://accd.vermont.gov/covid-19/restart/cross-state-travel

