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  CONTACTS 

I hope that the holidays afforded you the 
time of recreation and relaxation with family 
and friends, so important as we prepare to 
face the challenges and opportunities that 
come again with the new year.  A quote from 
Thomas Drier says it well:  “If we are ever to 
enjoy life, now is the time---not tomorrow or 
next year.  The best preparation for a better 
life next year is a full, complete, harmonious, 
joyous life this year.”  It’s kindness that gives 
us new strength and encouragement.  I 
would ask that all of us treat each other a 
little kinder in some way.  Try to bring a smile 
to someone who needs it.  Our students 
brought smiles to the faces of many, and 
warmed our hearts, as we watched them 
perform in holiday programs and concerts.  
We’ve been reflecting on the past year, and 
now is the time to recharge our spirits for 
2015! 

January is School Director Recognition 
Month.  4,500 school directors serve 
Pennsylvania’s 500 public school districts; all 
boards have nine members.  School Director 
elections are held every two years, on a 5-4 
rotation to ensure continuity.  All board 
members are elected to four-year terms. 

School board members generously 
contribute their time and talents toward the 
advancement of public education.  They 

establish policies that provide the framework 
for our schools.  They represent their local 
communities and attend sometimes lengthy 
and challenging meetings. 

These dedicated volunteers reside in our 
community.  They are our friends, neighbors, 
community leaders, and parents.  Although 
we make a special effort to show 
appreciation to our school board members in 
January, their contribution is a year-round 
commitment, and deep appreciation is 
extended to them always. 

On behalf of the West Greene School 
District, we take this opportunity to 
acknowledge these public servants who 
make the time to share their vision and voice 
about the future of our children.  Thank you 
Regina MacDowell, board president, Butch 
Cassiday, vice president, Kelly Loughman, 
secretary, Joe Coss, Tom Coss, Daniele Frye, 
Mike Pikula, Chad Scott, and Lynn Wise! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District News Updates 
By Mrs. Thelma J. Szarell 

Noteworthy Dates 

Farm Show Trip-FFA          1/12/15  

 

Acad. Improvement Mtg.     1/13/15 

  

No School-MLK Day          1/19/15 

 

   

Mrs. Thelma J. Szarell -Superintendent  
szarellt@wgsd.org  

 Mr. Scott Sakai-MSHS Principal  
sakais@wgsd.org 

Mr. Jed Hamberger-Assistant Principal 
 HAMBERGERJ@wgsd.org         
Mr. Don Painter-Elementary Principal  

Painterd@wgsd.org  
 

West Greene School Board Members 
Mrs. Regina MacDowell-President 
 macdowellr@wgsd.org 
Mr. Clarence Cassiday-Vice President 
 cassidayb@wgsd.org  
Mrs. Kelly Loughman-Secretary 
 loughmank@wgsd.org 
Mrs. Daniele Frye  fryed@wgsd.org 
Mr. Chad Scott  scottc@wgsd.org 
Mr. Joe Coss  cossjoe@wgsd.org 
Mr. Ronald Lynn Wise wisel@wgsd.org 
Mr. Tom Coss  cost@wgsd.org 
Mr. Mike Pikula  pikulam@wgsd.org 
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Sharing their Art 
 
West Greene Middle School Art 

students learned about stoneware clay 

while making ornaments for the first 
annual Rogersville Light-Up night 

held on December 12th 2014.  

 

 

   

                FFA NEWS   

Congratulations to Nathan Bilonik       
for placing first at the County Dairy 

Cattle Evaluation held at the WVU 

Dairy Farm in Morgantown. 

The FFA annual fruit sale was a huge 

success again thanks to the hard work 
of the students and Mr. Hughes.  

In January, two students, Robert 

Parson and Wyatt Whipkey will 

receive their state FFA degree, known 

as the Keystone Degree. Another 
student, Ashley Rogers, will receive 

her FFA jacket from the FFA alumni. 

Several members will be exhibiting 
their animals at the PA Farm Show. 

 

 

 

 

 NASA Learning Center 

On December 11, 2014, twenty-three 

students that participate in the 

Quarterbacks of Life organization 
took a trip to the NASA Challenger 

Learning Center, located at Wheeling 

Jesuit University.  The students 
worked in two groups, mission 

control and space craft, in order to 

complete a mission to the moon.  The 
students encountered challenges 

throughout the mission which they 

had to work together to overcome, 

using devices such as computers, 
robotic arms, electrical circuitry, 

scientific, and medical equipment.  

The mission was a success, 
overcoming all four of the challenges 

that were presented to the students.  

The experience also gave the students 
a hands-on application of the five 

stepping stones to success, as 

established in the QBoL organization.  

The students will apply the skills to a 
project on the space mission Orion, 

which will be presented to a group of 

NASA astronauts and administrators 
in the spring. 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Calculating Fun! 

Seven WG Middle school 

students recently competed 
along with 15 other teams 

from Washing Greene, and 

Fayette counties in the Calcu 

Solve Math Competition at 
the I U 1. Participating on the 

5th-6th grade team was: Ben 

Archer, Elizabeth Brudnock, 
Lexie Van Dyne and Chase 

Blake. Participating on the 

7th-8th team was: Sydney 
Watson, Gavin Scott and 

Hunter Guthrie. They all 

deserve a round of applause 

for their efforts. 

           Hard Workers 

Mrs. Bissett’s class has been 

extremely busy the past few weeks!  
In addition to keeping up with their 

daily academics, the students have 

been busy preparing items to sell at 
the IU as well as West Greene 

MSHS. Items the students have been 

working on include: Gifts in a Jar 

(cookies and hot chocolate), wooden 
snowmen, burlap snowmen, over the 

door wreath holders, scarfs, magnets, 

and ornaments. Ornaments the 
students have been preparing include: 

snowmen made of table spoons, golf 

balls, and baseballs. The students 
have been working really hard on 

measuring, painting, following 

directions and using their 

imagination. 

Global Connect Update 

Our Global Connect System which notifies 

parents and families of school delays, 

cancellations and other important school events 

has been replaced with the Blackboard Connect 

5 System.  Parents will continue to get 

notification of important school events as they 

have in the past.  The system will only call 

phone numbers that parents have placed on 

their child's emergency card.  If you 

change your phone number(s), please contact 

the office where your child attends school so 

your contact information can be updated in the 
Blackboard System. 

 


