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TRANSPORTATION
The following are recommendations for 
transporting students in school buses, activity 
buses and school passenger vehicles. It is 
important to note that this is guidance only, 
and specific orders from the local/state health 
departments and the local board of education 
take precedence.

Sanitation (Recommended 
Guidance)
 y Frequently touched surfaces, including 
handrailing, student bus seats and surfaces 
in the driver cockpit commonly touched 
by the operator should be sanitized daily. 
Options for cleaning buses includes wiping 
down all high touch surfaces with CDC-
approved disinfectants.

 y High-touch areas, including the door 
entrance railings, should be cleaned between 
bus routes.

 y Open bus doors and windows during 
cleaning to improve air circulation.

 y Student hand sanitization before boarding 
the bus is recommended.

Student (Recommended Guidance)
 y assigned seating for students on all routes.

 y Have individuals from the same household sit 
together.

 y Fill the bus seats at the back of the bus first, 
and then load to the front to avoid students 
walking past each other in the aisle. Within 
the scope of this process, school districts still 
need to be cautious about having students 
of various age groups sit together due to 
bullying and other issues.

 y Unload students from the front of the bus 
first to avoid students walking past each 
other in the aisle.

 y If the bus is not full, spread students out as 
much as possible.

 y When possible, open the windows while 
transporting students to improve air 
circulation.

 y Minimize loading times by prestaging 
students for bus transportation home.

 y Masks are recommended for all students. If 
masks are required by the health department 
and/or the local school board, a plan needs 
to be in place on what occurs if a student 
shows up to the bus without a mask.

 y If possible, transport medically fragile 

students in a separate vehicle.

Bus Stops
 y Social distancing between students is 
recommended at all bus stop areas.

Drivers (Recommended Guidance)
 y Masks are strongly recommended.

 y Drivers should participate in a health pre-
screener before each work shift.

Capacity (Recommended Guidance)
 y If issued, group size should follow all local 
and/or state health department edicts.

 y Group size on buses should follow school 
board policy where applicable.

 y Through routing, minimize the amount 
of time that students are on a bus. Have 
students exit the bus as soon as possible 
to enter a school for staging into their 
classrooms (work with school to coordinate).

 y Pre-stage bus for loading outside of the bus 
to minimize the amount of time that students 
are on the bus.
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Activities and Athletics 
(Recommended Guidance)
 y assigned seating for students on all trips.

 y Fill the bus seats at the back of the bus first, 
and then load to the front to avoid students 
walking past each other in the aisle.

 y Unload students from the front of the bus 
first to avoid students walking past each 
other in the aisle.

 y If the bus is not full, spread students out as 
much as possible.

 y Focus on transporting students who are 
competing. Work to lower the total number 
of students on a bus so that social distancing 
can occur, especially on long trips to 
competition.

Bus Modifications
 y Bus modification of any kind is not allowed. 
This includes putting in plexiglass partitions 
between the driver and students and 
individual student seats.


